




THE 



( ^ ^ mi ^ ^ 


kp ^'’•r*^/ 

lilOGKAPHI^WL ENTE^R^AII^EK 

^Jln/foyf Sl^^CT (*O.U.E^TZOJ^ of' ^ 
^ T\w LrS^E N ;it laiJv 77^ 
Of t]ie nwi'r Emix£nt^Meij , 
f h//r/u:r olY/rr/^/Z 'linf/^rt// jiiufS^y’4///// 
1V*>J11 t]ic Keio'ii oiliKXiry pi .10 (iEOKor. II 
liodi iiicIniAn^ 7^^ 

^ Itht t/uT Yi/hf/o’ir^>' /Yis -CT'JE^ 
i>t;iMiut-ii.| Wamors^ J*oets, 

Patiiol s , 1 I) i\'ij 1 Of* , X Pliilolopli*'I's, 

-/(JorHrdrif///>(/{a^PEJi2*i.ATEy.) 

--VOEJX. ^ 






































































)#c 

)ec«)e( 

• 

T H E\j 




BRITISH PLOTAliCH. 


‘1 


Ths life or 


JoHw Churchill, 



►^h‘n C h tr r c h 1 l l* duke of 
Merlborought and prince of the 
holy^ Roipan empire^ was eld«[| 
fon ^of fir Winfton Cbotchill^ 
and born at Aihe, in Deron^ 
(hire, on Midfiiminer-day* ttt 


the year i650< 

A clergyman m the Jieighbonthood indradeA 
fiftn prirtcipSes of Iherature; bht 

hia^^ldttber havil^ other views than what i| 
]f^ed edac&titm afibrdedi carried him very 
^1y to courts where he ww partioiJarfy fa- 
^^VoL, IX. B voured 
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3 ; BRITISH PLUTARCH. 

voured by James duke of York, when he was 
no more than twelve years ot ag«. 

He had a pair of coiouii given him in the 
guards during the Dutch war, about the 
year 1666 ; Apd afl^ wards obtained leave to 
go over to r^teier/When in our handb, and 
befieged by th^Moors; where he rciided for 
fome time, and^ultivated attentively the ici- 
ence of arms, ^pon his return to England, 
he attende^fonn^tly at court, and wa^ (greatly 
refpedled 4 !y both^e king and the duke. 

In the year 167I liie Juke ot iVlOiimoj h 
commanding a boA of Rnglilh auxiliaries in 
the fervice of Fraiffl", Mr. ^Jhurchill attended 
him, and was fc»f af er nude a captain of 
grenadiers in hijfgrace’s own egirnent He 
had a (bare in all the a(!:i.ions or that famous 
campaign againft the Dutch ; and at the fiegc 
of Nimeguen diftinguiihed hinnelf /o much, 
that he was particularly taken notice of by the 
celebrated maiflial l\irenne, wl^ bellowed on 
him the name of the Handfome Englidiman. 

He (hone out alfo with fo much eclat at the 
reduction of Madlricht, that the French king 
thanked him for his behaviour at the head of 
the line ; and alTured him, that he would ac« 
quaint his fovereign with it; which he did : 
and the duke of Monmouth, on his return to 
England, told the king his father, how much 
he had been indebted to the braverv^f captain 
Churchill. 

The laurels he brought from France^ re 
fure to gain him preferment at home: accot^M 

ingl 
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ingly the king made him a lieutenant-colonel, 
and the duketaadc him gentleman of his bed- 
chamber, and foon after mailer of the robes. 
The fecond Dutch war l^ing over, colonel 
Churchill was again ob^ed tcv>pafs his days 
at court, where he behav^M wit!*^Veat prudence 
and circumfpedion in the tr^jublefome times 
that cnfued. 

In the beginning of the when the 

duke of York was conftrair*';d to..retire from 
England to the Low-countt^s, colonel Church¬ 
ill attended him, as he dic|throughout all his 
peiegriiiations, till he wf^fufFered to refide 
again in London, While^^c waited upon the 
duke in Scotland, he had a^Jregiment of dra¬ 
goons given him ; and thinking it now tim« 
to take a coniort, he made his addrefles to Mrs, 
Sarah jennings, who waited on the lady Artnc, 
afterwards queen of Great-Britain. This 
youiig lady, then about twenty-one years of 
age, and univerlal’y admired both for perfon 
and wit, he married in the year 168 j, and 
thereby ftrengthened the intcreft he already had 
at court. 

In the fpring of the year 1682, the duke of 
York*returned to London ; and having ob¬ 
tained leave to quit Scotland, refolved to fetch 
his family from thence by fea. For this pur- 
pofe, he embarked on the fecond of May, but 
uniuckij^-v.r^ upon the Lemon Oar, a danger- 
ous^^^Snd that about fixteen leagues'from 
tMF mouth of the Humber; where his ihip was 
with fome men of quality, a^d upwardsi 

B 2 



4 BRITISH PLUTARCR 

of one hundred and twenty perfons on board 
her. He was particularly care&il of colonei 
Churchill’s fafety, and took him into the boat 
iti which himfelf e&aped. 

^ The firll by his ^oyal highnefs of 

his intereft, hi^cturn to courts was to 
obtain a title foj^ his favourite ; who, by leu 
ters-patent, beaf ng date on the firft of Decem¬ 
ber, 1682, was seated baron of Eymouth, in 
Scotland, al\b appointed colonel of the 
third troop of guvds. 

He was continu^ in all his polls upon the 
coming of ki-g lAes 11. to the crown, who 
fent him alfo his aim)airador to France to no¬ 
tify his accelTion. ||0n his return, he alTilied at 
the coronation, of the twenty-third of April, 
1685 ; and in May following was created a 
peer of England, by the title of baron Church¬ 
ill, ofSandiidge, in the county of Hertford. 

In June, lord Chuichill being then lieute¬ 
nant-general of his majefly’s forces, was or¬ 
dered into the wed to fupprefs the duke of 
Monmouth’s rebellion j which he did in a 
month’s time, with an inconfiderable body of 
horfe, and took the duke himfelf prifonrr. 
He was extremely well received by the diking 
at his return from this vidory, but Toon dis¬ 
cerned, as it is {aid, the bad ededls it pro¬ 
duced, by confirming the king in an opinion, 
that, by virtue of a (landing-armx^he reli¬ 
gion and government of Ergl^S nuglft ^'fily 
be changed. How far lord^Churchill S>, - 
cutxed with^ or oppofed, the king, while Htt 
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was forming this projeft, is hardly known. 
He does not "appear to have been guilty of any 
mean compliances, or to have had any con* 
ccrn in advifing or executing the violent pro* 
ceedings of that* unhappy on the con¬ 

trary, oilhop Burnet tcTils us, tBat “ he very 
prudently declined meddHng\much in bufinefs, 
fpokc little except when his a'dvice was afked, 
and then always recommendied jjjiodejate imea-^ 
fnres.** It is faid; he d^jfVared very early to 
the lord Galway* that, ifrfis niaiie*.au-smpted 
to overiorn the cllabiilhe</religion, he 
leave him ; and, that hc^.^«ned the naemorial 
tiaiifmitied to the prince ar'id^orinceL of Orange, 
by which they were invi:c*» ;o relcue this na¬ 
tion from popery and jlaveVy. Ej tins as if 
ivill, it is certain that he remained vvilh, and 
wasentrutUJ by, the king, after the p ince of 
Oranee was landed on the filtli of November. 
1688: 

He attended king James, w'hen he marched 
with his forces to oppol'e the prince, and had 
the command of five thoufand men ; yet the 
carl of Feverfham, fufpefting his inclinations, 
advifed the king to feize him. The king’s af- 
fe^ion to him was fo great, that he could not 
be prevailed upon to do it; and this left him 
at liberty to go over to the prince ; which he 
accordingly did, but without betraying any 
yjpg o(F any troops. 

'hoever ctTfc'fiders the great obligations lord 
Churchill lay under to king James, muft natu- 
T rally conclude, that he could not take the rc- 

B 3 folution 



6 BRITISH PLUTARCH. 

folution of leaving him, and withdrawing t® 
the princo of Orange, but with* infinite con¬ 
cern and regret; and that this was really the 
cafe, appears very plainly from the following 
letter, whicl^he leftMpr the king, to fhew the 
reafons of his cond^fl, and to exprefs his 
grief for the flep he was obliged to take. 

i 

A 

•• S I R, \ 

SIN CE mei 9 <ire rddomfurpefled of fin- 
cerity, when they contrary to their interefts; 
and though my doiiMul behaviour to your ma- 
jefly, in iheworftLf times, for which J ac¬ 
knowledge my p'fSr fervices much overpaid, 
may not be lufficifent to incline you to a chari¬ 
table interpretation of my actions; yet 1 hope 
the great advantage J en.oy under your ma- 
jefiy, which I can never expect in any other 
change of government, may reafimably con¬ 
vince your majefiy and the woild, that I am 
adtuated by an higher principle, when 1 offered 
that violence to mv inclination and intereft, as 
to defert your majefty, at a t’.ine when yoUr 
afta’i.sfeem to challenge the llridtell obedierjce 
fium all your fuhjedts; much more from one 
who lies under the greateft obligations imagin¬ 
able to your m^iedy. This, Sir, could pro¬ 
ceed fiom nothing, but the inviohib’e didtates 
of my c.nftience, and a neceiIki|Bi«ij^rn for 
my religion, which no good ^wn can op^fofe, 
and with which 1 am inltrudled nothing oug^ 
to come in competition. 

Heavefl 
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Heaven knows with what partiality my 
dutiful opinfcn of your majclly has hitherto 
reprefented ihofe unhappy dcfigns, which in- 
co*ifideratcar.d felf-interfiled men have fiamcd 
againft your maj^fty’s trui intercll and the pro- 
teiiant religion ; but^ a/. 1 can 'ro longer join 
with fuch, to give a pictence by conqiieft to 
bring tU( m to fo I vvill‘aKvays, with the 

hazii iJ of my life and fortune, fo much your 
majehy’s due, endeavour to»prefervc your royal 
pr‘r<on and lawful light, ^with all the tender 
concern and dutiful refpei^ that bcconrei 

Vour Majelly^ 


Lord Churchill was gracioufly received by 
the prince of Orange ; and it is fuppofed to 
have been in confequence of his lordfhip’s fol- 
Ijcitation, that prince George of Denmark 
took the fame flep, as his confi’>rt the princefs 
Anne did foon after, by the advice of lady 
Churchill. He was intruded, in that critical 
eonjundure, by the prince of Orange, firll to 
re-afTembie his troop of guards at London, 
and afterwards to reduce fome lately raifedre- 
giments, and to new-model the army; for 
which purpofe he was inveiled with the rank 
and title of lieutenant general. 

The prince and princefs of Orange being 
dcclajf-d:%biMg and queen of England upon 
t^ffnxth of fil^cbruary, 1689, lord Churchill 
jjivas, on the fourteenth, fworn of th'eir privy- . 
council, and one of the gentlemen of the bed^ 
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chamber to the king; and, on the ninth of 
April following, was raifed to "the dignity of 
earl of Marlborough, in the county of Wilts. 

He alii lied at the coronation of their maje* 
(lies, and wa^ foon^ter madf commander-in¬ 
thief of the Krjglifli fbrces feiit over to Hol¬ 
land. He prefided at the battle of Walcourt, 
which was fought upon the hfteenth of April, 
1689, and gave fuch extraordinary proofs of 
his ficiil, thac'prinpe Waldeck, fpeaking in his 
coiiimendf.tion to\Jting William, declared, 
That l>e faw more mto the art of war in a day 
than fome general^^n many years. 

It is to be oble^ved, that king William 
commanded this y^ar in Ireland j which was 
the reafbn of the «arl of Marlborough’s being 
at the head pf the Englilh troops in Holland ; 
whetc he laid the foundation of that fame 
among foreigners, which he afterwards ex¬ 
tended all over Europe. 

He next did great fervkes for king Wiliiatn 
in Ireland, by reducing Cork, and fome other 
.places of much importance; in all which he 
ihtwed fuch ticKomnoon abilities, that, on hia / 
h. fl appearance at court after his return, the 
king was pleafed to fay. That he knew no man 
fo ht for H general, who had feen fo few cam¬ 
paigns.^^ 

^^11 ihefe (crvices, notwichflanding, did not 
hinder his bcii g difgraced in ^ furlden 

manner; for, being in waitijfg at ebuttt*) 
lord of the bed chamber, and having intrp 
duced to his majefty lord George HamUtouif 
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he was P'on followed to his own houfe by 
that fame frd, with this fliort and Airprfi'ig 
mefiage, 1 hat the king had no farther occailon 
for his fervkes: the more farprift ■ as his 
majefty, juft before, had not di^c 6 v. 'd the 
leaft coldnefs or difpleafure towards him* The 
caule of this dlfgrace is not even at pref^nt 
known ; but only expe^ed to have proceeded 
from his too clofe attachmeflt fo theintereft 4 if 
the princefs Anne. ‘ * 

This ftrange and unexpeded lilo<W"Was Ad- 
lowed by one much ftrang'i^r, for foon after he 
was committed to the Tow^r forhigh-treafoirj 
but was releafed, ando s^cquitted, upon dte 
whole being diicovered be nothing nHMSe 
than the effects of a vile confpiracy againit 
him. 

After queen Mary’s death, when the intc- 
refts of the two courts were brought 16 a bet¬ 
ter agreement, king William thought Ht to 
call the earl of Marlborough to his privy- 
council ; and, upon the nineteeath of June* 
1^698, appointed him governor to the duke 0f 
Gloucefter, with this extraordinary compli¬ 
ment, Make him but what you are, and 
my nephew will be all I with to fee him.^ 

His JordQkip continued in favour to the 
time of the king’s death, as appears from Ids 
having been three times appointed one of the 
lords iuftices during his a^nce; namely, oa'' 
t^^tlxceenth of July, 1698; oo the thirty' 
jS'TOofMay, 1699; and on the twenty.fey^ 
;^PJunc, 1704* 

B 5 
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As Toon as it was difcerned, that the death 
of Charles IL of Spain would become the oc** 
cairon of another general war, the king fent 
a body of ttoops over to Holland, and made 
lord Marlborough commander in chief of them. 
He appointed him alib amba^ador extraordi¬ 
nary, and mini Her plenipotentiary to their 
hign-mightinelTes; upon which he went im¬ 
mediately over to Holland. The king fol¬ 
lowing, and taking a view of the forces, dined 
with tne «arl of Marlborough at his quarters 
on the thirtieth ofiOftober, 1700; and this 
was one of the- laH \^arks of honour and favour 
he received from ting William, who died on 
the eighth of Marcn following, unlefs the 
recommendation of his lordihip to the princefs 
of Denmark, a little before his death, as the 
propereft perfon to be trufted with the com¬ 
mand of the army which was to proted the 
liberty of Europe. 

About a week after the king’s death, he was 
clewed knight of the moH ntmle order of the * 
garter; and foon^ after declared captain-gene¬ 
ral of all her majeily's forces in England and 
abroad : upon which he was immediately fent 
efver to the Hague with the fame character 
abat)te had the year before. His Hay in Hol- 
. land was very Ihort, only jufl long enough to 
give the ftaces-general the necclTary alTurances 
of his-miilrefs's iincere intention to purfue the 
plan that had formerly been fettled. TTte 4 ates 
concurred with him in all that he propo&d, 
and made him captain-general of all theiW 

forccS 
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forcest appointing lum^one hundred thoufand 
liorins per ann^im. 

On his return to England^ he found the 
queen's council already divided ; fome being 
for carrying thejvar on as auxiliaries only ; 
others for declaring againd France and Spain 
immediacely, and fo becoming principals ac 
once. The earl of Marlborough joined with 
the latter; and thefe carrying their point, war 
was declared upon the fourth of May, 1702, 
and approved afterwards by parlian^nt, tho* 
the Dutch, at that time, haa not declared. 

I'heeail took the comni|tid on the twentieth 
of June; and, difcerning that the Hates were 
made uneai'y by the places which the enemy 
held on their Irontiers, he began with attack¬ 
ing and reducing them. Accordingly, in this 
fingle campaign, he made himfelt mailer of 
the caHles ot Gravenbroeck and Waerts; the 
towns of Venlo, Ruiemond, and Stevenf- 
waert; together with the city and citadel of 
^ Liege ; which la(l was taken fword in hand. 

Thefe advantages were coniiderable, and 
acknowledged as fuch by the Hates, but they 
had like to have been of a very Hiort date; 
for the army feparadng in the neighbou^rhood 
of Liege, oil the third ot November, jthe earl 
wds. taken the nexc day, in his pat&ge^by >ya^ 
ter, by a fnwlJi party of thirty from the 
garriibn at tiueldres; but it being towards 
night^/and the earl infilling upon an old pafs 
hi,. and jipw of date, 

MPt, a»d /reived at the 

* B 6 Hague 
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Hague, wken tliey were in tHe utmoll confter^ 
nation at the accident which «had befallen 
him. 

The winter approaching, the earl embarked 
for Engknd, and arrived London on the 
twency«eighth of November. The queen had 
been complimented fome time before by both 
hoafes of parliament, on the ft^cefs of her 
arms hi Flanders ; in confequence of which, 
there had been a public thankfgivkig on the 
fourth of^Noveml^r, when her majefty went 
in great (late to St. Paul’s. 

Soon after, a ,cqmmittee of the houfe of 
commons wait^ upon the earl with the thanka 
of the hottfe ; and, on the fecond of Decem¬ 
ber, h^ majefty declared her kitention in 
cooncil, of creating his lord (hip a duke; 
wtiich fhe (bon after did, by the title of mar¬ 
quis Bland ford) and duke of Marlborough. 
She like wife added a penfion of five thoufand 
pounds per annum out of the p6ft-ofiice during 
her own life; and fent a menage to the houfe 
of commons, iignifying her de<&re, that it 
Jidght attend the honour (be had lately coa- ^ 
lerred : hut with this the houfe would not 
comply; contenting themfelves, in their ad* 
drefs to the queen, with applauding her man¬ 
ner of rewarding pubUe (ervice, but declaring 
‘their inability to make fuch a precedent for 
alienating the revenue of the crown. 

He was on the point of retutDing to Hol¬ 
land, wheii, on the eighth of February, 
1702-5, his nidy font the marqdia^f Rkhdip' 

foidf 
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iprd, died at Cambridge, at the. age of elgh<i>» 
teen. Thi« accideat did not, how* 

ever, long retard his grace ; but he paifisd 
over to Holland, and arrived at the Hague oa 
the £xth of Mafch. 

The nature of our work will not Atfer 
to relate all the military a^ in which the duke 
of Marlborough was engaged ; it is falieient 
to fay, that, numerous as they were, they were 
all fuccefsful. The French had a great army 
this year in Flanders, in^ the Low-countries^ 
and in that part of Germany which the eledlor 
of Cologn had put into |heir hands; and pro* 
digioQs preparations were made under the moft 
experienced commanders: but the vigilance 
and adlivity of the dnke baffled them all* 

When the campaign was over, his grace 
went to DuiTeldorp, to meet the emperor^ 
then llilcd Charles III. king of Spain, wh^ 
made him a prefent of a ri(m fword from his 
(ide, with very high compliments ; and then 
jeturning to the Hague, after a very fliort 
Ray, came over to England. 

He arrived on the thirteenth of O^ober^ 
syioj ; and foon after,, king Charles III* 
whom he had accompanied to the Hague, 
eame likewiie over to England, and arrived at 
Spithead the day after ChriRmas-day; upon 
wl^h the dukes of Somerfet and Marlbo* 
jroagh were immediately fent down to receive 
^rtd ccndu^l him to Windsor. 
r > Ja the i>egiBiHUBg of Jaauary, Rates^ge- 

fjfiml defired leave of her snajefty for his grace 

of 
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of Marlborough to come to the Hague f 
whic h being granted, his grace embarked on 
the fiiteenth, and paHed over to Rotierdam. 
He went fjom thence immediately to the 
Hague, where he communicat'd to the pen- 
fionary his feufe- of the neceffity there was of 
attempting lomething the ntxt campaign for 
the relief of the emperor, whose ah'ausat this 
time weie in the utmok difticfs, having the 
Bavarians on one hot, ard the Hungaiian 
maleconteots on the^other, making inturljons 
to the very gates of Vienna, while his whole 
force icarcc enabled to maintain a cieien- 
five war. This feheme being approved c/i 
and the plan of it being adjuUecl, the duke 
returned to England on the luurceenth of Fe« 
bruary. 

When the meafures were properly fettled at 
home, the duke, on the eighth of April, 17041 
embarked for Holland; where haying about a 
month to adjufl the nccolTary fteps, he began 
his march towards the heart of Germany; and, 
after a conference held with the prince Eugene 
of Savoy, and Lewis of Baden, he arrived ^ 
before the ftrong entrenchments of the enemy 
at Schellenburg, very unexpectedly, on the 
twenty-hrll of June; whom, after an obfti- 
natc and bloody dispute, he entirely routed. 
It was on this occafion, that the emperor 
wrote the duke a letter with his own hand, 
acknowledging his great fervices, and offering 
him ft dde of a prince of thc empue which 



JOHN CHURCHILL. 15 

he modeftly declined, till the queen afterwards 
commanded lym to accept of it. h 

He profecuted this fucceis, and the battle of 
Hochllet was fought by him and piince Eu¬ 
gene on the fecond of Auguft; when the 
prench and Bavarians were tlie gjeateft part of 
them killed apd taken, and their commander^ 
marlhal Tallard, made a prifbner. 

After this glorious adlion, by which the em¬ 
pire was faved, and the whole eledlorate of 
Bavaria conquered, the duke continued his 
purfuit, till he forced the TPrench to repafs the 
Rhine. Then prince Lewis of Baden laid 
fiege to Landau, while the duke and prince 
Eugene covered it; but it was not taken be- 
fore the twelfth of November. He made a 
tour aifo to Berlin ; and, by a ihort negotia¬ 
tion, Aifpended the difputes between the king 
of PruiTia and the Dutch, by which he gained 
the good will of both parties. 

When the campaign was over, he returned 
to Holland, and, on the fourteenth of Decem¬ 
ber, arrived in England. He brought over 
with him marfhal Tallard, and twenty*llx 
other officers of diftlnflion; one hundred and 
twenty one ilandards, and one hundred and 
feventy-nine colours j which, by her inaje/ly*s 
order, were put up in Wcftroinlter-hall, 

He was received by the queen and her royal 
confort, with the higheil marks of efieem, and 
had the folemn thanks of both houfes of par¬ 
liament. Besides this, the commons addre/Ted 


her majelly to perpetuate the memory of this ' 

'i^rpara Jaiyrishqa PuPllc ^ 

No. 
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victory ; which flie did, by granting Wood- 
ftock, with the hundred of Wotton, to him 
and hjs heirs for ever. This was confirnied by 
an aft of parliament, which pafild on the lour- 
teenth of March toilowing, thio remark¬ 
able clatjfc, that they ftiould be held, by ten¬ 
dering to the queen, her heirs, and fuccelTors, 
on the Itcond of AuguA, cv^ ly year, for ever, 
at the caitic of Wind lor, a Aandard with three 
fleurs de lys painted rhciron. 

On ihHixih of [ipiuary, i he duke was feaAed 
by the city ; and, on thec.ghih of February, 
the commons addrefTed rhe queen, to teAify 
their thanks for the wife treaty, which the 
duke had concluded with the court of Berlin, 
by which a large body of Pruffian troops 
were fent to the aAiftance of the duke of Sa¬ 
voy 

The next year, 170^, he went over (0 
Holland in March, with a defign to execute 
fome great fchemes, whi- L he had been p'-o- 
jefting in the winter. The c'lmpaign was at¬ 
tended with fome fucccAcs, which would have 
made a conAdcrable ligurt in a campaign under 
any other general, but arc fcarccly worth men¬ 
tioning where the duke of Marlborough com¬ 
manded. He could not carry into oi^ution 
his main projeft, on account of the impedi- 
jnents he met with from the allies, and in this 
tefpeft was greatly difappuinted. 

M'l.e feafon for aftion being over, be made 
a {OAT to the courts or' Vienna, Berlin, and 
Hanovei. At the Artt of duTe, he acquired 

the 
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the ’eritire confidence of the new emperor Jo* 
feph, who prefented him with the prindpalitp 
of Mindelheim : at the fecond, he retiewea 
the contrail for the Pruilian forces: and, at 
the third, he rcllored a perfed harmony, and 
adjuftcd every thing to the dear’s fatisfac- 
tioii. After th.is he returned to the Hague, 
and, towards the doff- of the ytar, embarked 
for, and anived f^fc ip, Fngbnd. 

Upon the fti unih Jip uai', following, the 
hou% of ctiiniiioLt irne ip z r^foltition, ta 
thank his prace oi ivlailborourl. as well for 
hii. piodenc uegoiiari^nis* as for his great fer* 
vices; but, notwithllanding this, it veiy foon 
appeared^ that there was a iirong party formed 
again ft the war, and fteps were taken to cen¬ 
sure aim di the conduct of the duke. 

Ail thi; gs CO. for rendering the 

next ycai’s caii;pc:gn more fuccefsful than thfj 
former, the du^ic, ip the beginning of April, 
J706, cRibarkc.' (o, .’iolland. This year ttw 
famous battle or miilics was fought, and 
won, upon the tvVL i ii of May, being Whiu 
fanday. The duk'^ u^as twice here in the ut* 
mod: dengtr, once by a fall froxii his horih, 
and a fecond time by a cannon-fhot, which 
took oflr the head of colonel Bingiield, as he 
was holding the llirrup for his grace to re* 
mount. 

The advantages gained by this vi£lory were 
fo far improved by the vigilance and wifdonri of 
duke, that JUouvain, firufl'els, Mechlin,^ 

and 
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and even Ghent and' Bruges, fubmicted to 
king Charles III. of Spain wiAout a ftroke; 
and Ouden ird furrendered upon the firft Aim- 
mons. The city of Antwerp followed this ex¬ 
ample. And thus, in the^fhort fpace of a 
fortnight, tfie duke reduced all Brabant, and 
the marquinte of the holy empire, to the obe¬ 
dience of kinr Charloa. He afterwards took 
the towns of Ollend, Menin, Dendermondc, 
and Aetli. 

' The fbrees of the allies, after this glorious 
Campaigi), being about to feparate, his grace, 
on the fixtetrith of Oilober, went to the 
Hague ; where the propofals, which France 
had made for peace, contained in a letter from 
the eieftor of Bavaria to the duke of Marl¬ 
borough, were communicated to the minifters 
of the allies ; after which his grace embarked 
for line land on the fifteenth of November. 

He arrived at London upon the eighteenth 
of November, 1706 ; and, though at this 
time the.e was a party formed againft him at 
court, yet the great Services he had done ihe 
nation, and the perfonal eileem the queen-al- 
<May5 Had tor him, procured him an univerfal 
good reception. 

The houfe of commons, in their addrefs to 
the queen, fpoke of the fuccefs of the cam¬ 
paign in general, and of the duke of Mail- 
borough’s Ihare in particular, in the llrongcdl 
terms poflible; and the day after unanimojAy 
voted him their thanks; and the lords did the 

fame. 
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fame. They went flill farther; for, on the 
fevenicenth of* December, they addrefled the 
queen for leave to bring in a bill to fettle the 
duke’s honours upon the male and female if- 
fue of his daughters. This was granted ; and 
Blenheim houfe, with the manor of Wood- 
hock, was, after the dcceafe of the duchefs, 
upon whom they were fettled in jointure, cn- 
tailed in the fame manner with the honours. 

Two days after this, the llandards and co¬ 
lours taken at Ramillies b^dng carried in hate 
through the city, in order to be hung up in 
Guildhall, his grace of Marlborough was in¬ 
vited to dine wi.h the lord-mayor, which he 
accordingly did. 

The UH day of the year was appointed for 
a geneial thankfgiving, and her ntajehy went 
in hate to St Paul’s; in which there was this 
Angularity obteived, that it was the fecond 
thankfgiving within the year. 

On the fevei,teeth of January the houfe of 
commons prefented an addrefs to the queen, in 
which they fignified, That, as her majehy had 
built the houfe of Blcnhcint to perpetuate the 
memory of the duke of Marlborough’s fer- 
vices ; and, as the houfe of lords had or¬ 
dered a bill for continuing his honours; fo 
thev were defraus t - make fome pro^ifion for 
t'le more honourable fupport of his dignity. 
In confequerce of this, and of the queen’s an* 
fwer, the penfion of five thoufand pounds per 
annum from the poll office was fettled in the 
manner the queen had formerly defired of ano- 

*ther 
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tfiblipufe of commons, who happened not to 
be in quite fo good a tfemper. 

Theie points adjufted, his grace madebafie 
to return to his charge, it being thought ne- 
ceflary he fhould acquaint^he foicign mini* 
tiers at the Hague, that the queen of Great- 
Britain would hearken to no propo/als of peace 
but what would iirnily fecure the general tran* 
quilHty of Europe. 

The campaign of the year 1707 proved the 
mofl baficn one he ever made; which was 
chiefly owing to a failure on the part of the 
all ics, who began to flag in fup^'ortiwg the 
common caulb. Nor did things go on more 
to his mind at home ; for, upon his return to 
England, after the campaign was over, he 
found that the lire, which he fufpcdltd the 
year before, had broke out in lii‘. absence ; 
that the queen had a female fa\ ninte, who 
was in a fair way of fupplantin;; the duchefs; 
and that he lljlened to the iiiiiim'^tions of a 
ilatefman, w'ho was no fiiend *^0 him. he is 
faid to have borne all thi^^ wiih firmnefs and 
patience, though he eahly favv whithet it 
tended ; and went to Holland, as ufual, early 
in the fpring of the year 1708, arriving at the 
Hague on the nirctcenth ot March. 

' 1 he enfui! g carrpalg/j was canied on by 

the duke, in s^onjur ttjon wr-' prince Eugene, 
with Inch rioclioiuds iuccefs, that the French 
King thou^'hr lit, in the beginning of the year 
17 PO, to let on foot a negotiation for peace. 

The 
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The hogfe of commons this year gave an 
uncommon teiUmony of their refpedl for the 
duke of Marlborough; for, beiides addreffing 
the queen, they, on the twenty-iecond of 
nuary, 1708-9, unanimouily voted thanks to 
his grace, and ordered them tO bej^ranfmittcd 
to him abroad by the fpeaker. 

His grace returned to England on the twen« 
ty-lifth of February ; and, on his lirft appear^ 
ance in the houfe of lords, received the thanks 
of that auguft aifembly. His flav (b very 
ihort, that we need not dwell upon what 
pafled in the winter. Jc is fufHcient to (ay, 
that they, who feared the dangerous effedls of 
thofe artful propofals France had been making 
for the conciuiion of a general peace, were 
alfo of opinion, that no body was 1o capable 
of (etiing their danger in a true light in Hol¬ 
land, as his grace of Marlborough. This in<^ 
duced the queen to fend him thither, in the 
latter end of March, in the chara^er of her 
plenipotentiary ; which contributed not a lit¬ 
tle to the enemy’s diiappointraent, by defeating 
ail their projeds. 

Marfhal Villars commanded the Frencli ar¬ 
my, in the campaign of the year 1709 ; and 
Lewis XlV« exprefied no fmall hopes of him, 
in a little be fore the opening of it, 

that “ Villars was never beat.” However, 
the hege of Tournay, and the battle of Mai- 
plaqiiet, convinced the monarch, that Villar$ 
was noi invincUde, 

Upon 
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Upon the news of the glorious vidory 
gained upon the firft of Auguft, 1709, the 
city of London renewed the congratulatory 
addreifes to the queen; and her majefty in 
council, on the third of O.^tober following, 
ordered a pnoclaniation for a general thankf- 
giving. 

The duke of Marlborough came to St. 
Jameses on the lemh NoveinVr. and loon 
after reccivea tiu* thiaKs of both houfes; and 
the queao, as it d,^li.''ds of any (^ccafiz*)!! to 
fhevv her kindne's to his grace, appointed him 
lord lieutenant, anu rullos r'tulonj n, ot the 
county ')f Oxford, But, amidll tlvMc honours, 
prefer,^'cnts, and iavours, the duke was really 
chagrined to the lalt degree. He perceived, 
that the French intrigues began to prevail 
both in England and Holland; the a^air of 
Dr. Sacheverell had thrown the nation into a 
ferment; and the queen was not only ellranged 
from the duchefs of Marlborougn, bat had 
taken fuch a diflike to her, that (he fcldom ap¬ 
peared at court. 

In the beginning of the year 1710, the 
French ftt on foot a new negotiation for a 
peace, which was commonly dillinguilhed by 
the title of the treaty of Gertrudenburg. The 
flates general, upon this, having Ihewn ao in- 
dttiation CO enter into conferences with the 
French plenipotentiaries, the houfe of com¬ 
mons immediately framed an addrefs IP the 
queen, that ihe would be pleafed to fen^ the 

duke 
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duke of Marlborough over to the Hague. 
•She did fo; ai)d, towards the latter end of 
February, his grace went to the Hague, where 
he met with prince Eugene, and foon after fet 
out with him for the army, which was aflem* 
bled in the neighbourhood of Tournay. 

This campaign was very fuccerbful, many 
towns being taken and ibrcrefTes reduced : 
notwiihflanding which, when the duke came 
over to England, as he did about the middle 
of Dec^^mber, he found his interefl: declining, 
and his ferviccs fet at nought. The negotia¬ 
tions for peace were carried on during a great 
part of the fummer, but ended at lail in no¬ 
thing 

In the midfl of the fummer, the queen be¬ 
gan the great change in her miniftry, by re¬ 
moving the earl of Sunderland f^om being fc- 
cretaiy of date ; and, on the eighth of Au- 
gud, the lord-trcafqrer Godolphin was like- 
wife removed. 

Upon the meeting of the parliament, no 
notice was taken in the addreffes of the duke 
of Marborough*5 fuccefs ; an attempt, indeed, 
was made to procure him the thanks of the 
houfe of peers, but it was eagerly oppofed by 
the duke of Argyle. His grace was kindly 
received by the queen, who feemed deiirous 
to have Kim live upon good terms with her new 
minidiy; but this was thought ioipra^ca- 
ble, and it was every day expected, that he 
would lay down his commiillon. He did not 
do this; but he carried the golden key, the 

enfign 
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enfign of the duchefs of Marlboroogh’s dig¬ 
nity, on the. ninth of fanuary, lyio^ii, to 
the queen, and re/igned all her employments' 
with great duty and fubmilTion. With the 
fame nrmners and compofure he confulted the 
necefTary meafures for the next campaign with 
thofe whom he knew to be no friends of his; 
and treated ail parlies with candour and re- 
ipeft. 

There is no doubt, that the duke felt ibme 
itiward difquict, though he (hewed no outward 
concern ; at leall for himfelf: but, when the 
earl of Galway was indecently treated in the 
houfe of lords, the duke of Marlborough 
could not help faying, It was fomewhatllrange 
Chat generals, who had aAed according to the 
beft of their undeiilandings, and had loll their 
limbs in the lervice, fhoidd be examined like 
c^euders abotit indgni'ficant things. 

An exterior civilityi iti court language filled 
a good underilanding, being eftabliflied be¬ 
tween the duke and the new miniilry, the duke 
went over to the Hague to prepare for the next 
campaign, which, at the fame time, he knew 
would be his lafl. He exerted hin^elf in an 
ut.common manner, and was attended with the 
fame fUccefs as ufual. 

There was, in this campaign, a cohtinued 
trial of (kill between the duke of Marlbo¬ 
rough and marihal Villars i and, as great a 
general as the latter was, he was obliged at 
length to fubmit to the. former. 

He 
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He embarked for England, when the cam- 
piujjii was o\’cr,canio to Lorioort upon ihe 
CiC-titli of Novemb'-T. He Kht-wed Tome cau- 
lion in bis inannir of coining ; for happening 
to land tlie v'ery ni^ht of queen Elizabeth's in- 
aut^uration, wlun yreat rejoicings- were in- 
tended by the populace, he cOiUinued very 
prudently at Greenwich, and the next day 
waited on the aucen at Har.ipton-court, who 
received him graclouny. He was vifited by 
the minillcrs, and vifited them; but ■•he did 
not go to council, becaufe a negotiation of 
peace was then on the carpet, upon a bafis 
which he did by no means approve. 

He acquainte<t'her rnajelly, in the audiened. 
he had at his arrival, that, as he could ribt' 
concur in the niealuies ol thofe, whodired^ed 
her c'juncils, fo he would not dilliadl them by 
a fruiilefs oppofition : yet, finding himfelf at- ' 
talked in the houfe of lords, and loaded with 
the imputation of having protradled the war ; 
he vindicated his condudt and charadler w'lth 
great dignity and fpirit: and, in a moft pa¬ 
thetic fpecch, appealed to the queen his rnif- 
irefs, who was there inaKrnico, for the falf- 

^ o 

liood of that imputation; dedaring, that he 
was as much for a peace as any man, pio- 
vided it wis fuch a peace as might be expedltd 
fiom a war undertahen on fo jull motives, and 
carried on wdth uninterrupted fuccefs. 

This had a great cffedl on that augufl aflem- 
bly, and perhaps madefome imprefTinn on the 
queen ; but, at the himc time, it gave fuch an 
VoL. IX. C edge 
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edge to the refcntment of his enemies, who 
Wftre then in power, that they rcfojved, at all 
adventures, to remove him. Ti - iv ho wcr; 
thus refolvcd to divcll him of hi. nillinn, 
found themfeives under a ncccllii; M'^>age 
the queen to take it from Ifiin. 1 li ^ r^ettlliiy 
arofe chieffy from prince Eugene’s Uj.g ex- 
peflcd to come over witjr a commililon from 
the emperor; and to give fome colour to ir, 
an enquiry was promoted in the houfeof com¬ 
mons tp fix a very h’gh imputation upon the 
duke, as if he had put very large fiims of 
public money Into his pocket. When a qiief- 
lion to tills purpofe had been carried, the 
queen, by a lettej conceived in very obfcine 
terms, acquainted him with her having no far¬ 
ther occafion for his Icrvice, and dilnulHd him 
from all his employments. 

He was from this time expofed to a moft 
painful perfecution. On the one hand, he was 
attacked by the clamours of the populace, and 
by thofe licentious fcriblers, who are always 
ready to efpoufe the quarrels of aminiftry, and 
to infult, without meicy, whatever they know 
may be infulted with impunity. On the other 
hand, a profecution was commenced againll 
him by the attorney-general, for applying 
public money to his private ufc ; and the 
workmen employed in building Blenheim- 
hoiife, though fet at work by the crown, were 
encouraged to fue his grace for the money that 
was due to them, i^ll his a^lions were alfo 
ihamefully mifreprefented. 


Thefc 



JOHN CHURCHILL. 27 


Thefe urveafineflTes, joined to his grief for 
the death of Wie earl of Godolphin, jncHned 
his grace to gratify his enemies by going into 
u voluntary exile. Accordingly, he embarked 
at Dover, upon r^e fourteenth of November, 
1712 ; and landing at Oftend^ went from 
thence to Antwerp, and io to Alx la Chapelle, 
beins: every where received with the honours 
due to his high rank and merit. I'he duchefs 
of Marlborough all'o attended her lord in all 
his journies. and pa' ticularly in his vifit to the 
principality of Mildenheim, which was given 
him by the emperor, and exchanged for ano¬ 
ther at the peace, which was made while the 
duke was abroad. 

The conclufion of that peace was fo far 
from relloring any harmony among the fc- 
veral parties of Great-Britain, that it widened 
their differences exceedingly 5 infomuch that 
the chiefs, defpairiug of lafety in the way they 
were in, arc faid to have fecretly invited the 
duke of Marlborough back to England. Be 
that as it will, it is very certain that the duke 
took a refolution of returning a little before 
the queen^s death ; and, lauding at Dover; 
came to London upon the fouith of Aiiguft, 


17 ^ 4 * 

He was received with all pofltble demon- 
JUations of joy, rhofe who, (upon the de- 
X!S%r'* of the queen, which had happened upon 
the firft of that month) were entrafted with 


the government; and upon the arrival of king 
George L was particularly diftinguifhed by 

^ Si 
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ails uf royal favour ; for he was again de¬ 
clared captain - general, and {rommander in 
chief, of*all his majefty^s land-forces, colonel 
of the firll reginnient of foot-guards, and mailer 
of the ordnance. ^ 

His advic;^ was of great ufe in concerting 
thofe meafures by which the rebellion in the 
year 1715 was cruQied ; and his advice on this 
occafion was the laft effort he made in refpe£l 
to public affairs ; for his infirmities encreafing 
with his,years, he retired from bufinefs, and 
fpent the greatefl part of his time, during the 
remainder of his life, at one or other of his 
country-houfes- 

His death happened upon the fixteenth of 
June, 1722, in his feventy-third year, at 
Wind for-lodge; and his corpfe, upon the 
ninth of Augufi following, was interred, with 
the highcH folemnity, in Weflminftcr-abbey, 

Befides the marquis of Bland ford, whom 
we have already mentioned, his grace bad four 
daughters, which married into the beH families 
of the kingdom. 


THE 
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Tm t t'l F B or 

Matthew PitioE. 

t 

T his c«lebratec) poet was the Hon of M-. 

George Prior, clitzen of Lowdon, who 
Was by profeiGon a joiner Our author 
botnin 1664^ His father dying when he wa*. 
wety yoong, left him to the care of an uacic, 
a vintner near Charing-crcfs, who difcharged 
the troll that was repofed in him with « ten- 
dernefs truly paternal* as Mr« Prior always 
acknowledged with the hlgkeil pxoAd&oiu cd* 
gratitude. 

He received part of hi 0 education at Weft* 
/ittinHer fchool, where he didinguilhedVtihrelf 
grdht advantage t bittwas a^erwarda thkcn* 
by bh uncle in order to be bred ep to 
'l*hk trade. 

I' MmwithibfKlif^ iiieatt emploi^^ to 
Which Mr. Prior leented ikow dooWed^ yet* at 
diis IciiiiTe hours, 'he prcdecueed^^is 4 ady of 
.the cladics, and erpecially his favourite Ho¬ 
race ; by which means he was Iboft (sfeeO no* 
ticc of by the polite oonipaay whd 
^ bb[ ttnebfs^ bouibr . : . , ' ' 

‘ ft happened otieday^ that the ^eaf! of Dor- 
fet| being at this tavern, which he often fre- 

C 3 c^icntied 
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quented with fevtral gentU’inen of rank, the 
difcourfe tamed upon the Ode^ of Hoiace; 
and, the company being divided in their {en> 
uments about a palTage in that poet, one of 
the gentlemen faid, I find we are not like to 
agree in our criticifms ; but, ii 1 am not mif* 
taken, there is a young fellow in the houfe, 
who is able to fet os all right :** upon which 
he named Prior, who «^as immediately fent 
for, and deiired to give his opinion of Ho¬ 
race’s ni€«ningin the ode under con/idcration. 
7 his he did with great niodeii/, and id much 
tojhe fatisfaftion of the company, that the earl 
of Dorltt, from that moment, determined to 
remove him from the (lation in which he was, 
to one more fuited to his genius; and accord- 
ingly procured him to be fent to St. John’s 
college in Cambridge, where he took his de¬ 
gree in i686, and afterwards became a fellow 
of the college. 

Dnring his rehdence in the univerlity, he 
eontrafled an intimate friendfhip with Charles 
Montague, e/q afterwards earl of Haliifax; 
in conjunflion with whom he wrote a very 
humorous piece, entitled. The Hind and 
Paiither, tranfverfed to the doty of the Couii* 
try Moufe nd the City Monle, printed, in 
1687, in quarto, in anfwer to Mr. Dryden^s 
Hind and Paotber, pnbliOied the year before. 

Upon the revolution, Mr. Prior was ^fought 
to court by his great patron the earl of Dorfet, 
by whofe intereil he was introduced to publk 

employ- 
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employment ; and, in the year 1690, was 
made fecretary^ta the earl of Berkley, pleni¬ 
potentiary to king Wiliiam and queen Mary 

at the congrefs at the Hague. 

• 

In this ftatlon he acquitted hinvfelf To well, 
that he was afterwards appointed iecret.try to 
the earls of Pembroke, and jerfey, and Sir 
Jofepli Williamfon, ambalTadors, and pleni¬ 
potentiaries, at the treaty of Ryfwick, ia 
1697 j as he was likewife, in 169}?, to the 
earl of Portland, arnballador to the court of 
France. 

While he was in that kingdom, one of the 
officers of the French king’s houfliold, (hew¬ 
ing him the royal apartments and curioiities at 
VerfaiLes, efpeciaily the paintings of Ls 
Brun, wherein the vidorie^ of Lewis XiV. 
are deferibed, alked him. Whether king Wil- 
Jiam’s adions were to be (een in his palace. 

No, Sir;” replied Mr. Prior ; “the monu¬ 
ments of my mailer’s adions are to be fceri 
every where, but in bis own hoiifc.” 

In the year 1697, Mr. Prior was made fe- 
cretary of date for Ireland; and, in 1700, was 
created mailer of arcs by mandamus ; and ap¬ 
pointed one of the lords commifficyj&.'rs of trade 
and plantations, upon the relignacion of Mr. 
Locke. He was alfo member of parliament 
for £ail«Grinlled, in SulTex. 

In 1710, he was fuppofed to have had a (hare 
in writing the Examiner; and particularly a 

C 4 criii- 
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criticifm in it upon a poen-; cf l)i*. Ciarth’s to 
t])C earl of Gcdolphin, taken v'^tivC of in the 
life of Ganh, ‘ ,i 

About this lime, when G^CioIpliin was de¬ 
feated by Oxford, ar d tiie To.I.s, svlio had 
long been eclipfed by the lull re of iVIjjI bo¬ 
rough, began again to hold up th- Ir heads; 
Mr.^Prior and Dr. Garth efpoufed oppofne 
interefts; Mr. Piior wrote for, and CLirth 
againft, the court. The Dr. was ib far ho¬ 
ned, thdt he did not defert his patron in di- 
Itrefs ; and, notwitbuandmg the cloud which 
then hung upon the party, he addreiTfd veribi 
to him, which, however they may fail in po¬ 
etry, bear the drongeit maiLs of graiitudc and 
honour. 

While Mr. Prior was thus very early initi¬ 
ated in public budnefs, and continued in the 
hurry of bulinefs for many years, it mud ap¬ 
pear not a little furprizing, that he fbould find 
fufiicient opportunities to cultivate his poetical 
talents to the amazing heighth heraifed them. 
In his preface to his poems, he fays, that po¬ 
etry was only the product of his leifure hours $ 
that he had commonlybudnefs enough upon his 
hands; and, as he modedly adds, was only a 
poet bv accident: but we mud take the liberty 
of differing from him in the lad particular; 
for Mr, Piior feems to have received from the 
mufes, at his nativity, all the graces they 
could well beftow on their greateft favourite. 
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We muft not omit one inllance in Mr, 
Priori cond*iA^ which will appear very re¬ 
markable. He was chofen a member ot that 
parliament v4iich impeached ihc Partition- 
Treaty, to whigh he himfelf had been lecre- 
tary , and, though his lhare in that tranfad^ion 
was conlcquently very confiderable, yet ho 
joined in the impeachment upon an hontlt 
principle of convidtion, that exceptionable 
meafures attended it. 

The lord BoHngbroke, who, notvvitbiland* 
ing many exceptions made both to his con¬ 
duct, and feniiments, in other inftancfs, yet 
mult be allowed to be an accomplilhed judge 
of fine talents, entertained the higheil eftcem 
for Mr. Prior, on account of his Ihining abi-- 
lities. 

This noble lord, in a letter dated on the 
tenth of September, 1712, addreirj!d to Mr. 
Prior, while he was the queen’s minider ard 
plenipotentiary at the court of France, pays 
him the following compliment; 

“ For God’s fake, Matt, hide the naked- 
nefs of thy country, and give the bed turn thy 
fertile brain will furnilh thee with, to the 
blunders of thy oountrymen, who are not much 
better politkians than the French are poets.*' 

--liis lordlhip thus concludes his epiflle ; 

‘‘ It is near three o’clock in the morning ; 

I have been hard at work nil day, and am itot 
yet enough recov-ered to bear much fatigue; 
#xcul€ therefore the oonfufednefs of this fcro'l, 

C 5 which 
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uhich is only from Harry ro Matt, and not 
from the fecretaiy to the nvinWer. Adieu, 
my pen is ready to drop rut of my hand, it 
being now three o’clock in the nnorning : be¬ 
lieve that no man loves you bptter, or is more 
faithfully 

Yours, &c. 

** Bolingbroke.” 

There are feveral other letters from Boling- 
broke to Prior, which, were it necelTary, we 
might insert as evidences of his etleem for 
him ; but Mr. Prior was, in every refpedl, fo 
great a man, that the efteem, even of lord 
Bolingbroke, connot add much to the luilre 
of his reputation, both as a llatefman and a 
poet. 

Mr. Prior is reprefented, by thofe who 
knew, and have wrote concerning him, as a 
gentleman who united the elegance and polite- 
Tie/s of a court, with the fcholar and the man 
genius. This reprefentation, in general, 
may be juft; yet if holds almoft invariably 
true, that they who have rifeii from low life, 
ilill retain fon»e traces of their original. No 
cultivation, no genius, it feems, is able, en¬ 
tirely to Cirmount this. There was one parti¬ 
cular in which Mr. Prior verified the old pro¬ 
verb. 

The fame woman who could charm the 
waiter in a tavern, ftil) maintained her domi¬ 
nion over the ambaflador at France. The 
Chloe of Priory it feems, was a woman in his 
2 ftation 
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flation of life; but he never forfook her in 
the heighth his reputation. Hence we 
may obierve, citat aiTociatiotis with women 
are the mod lading of all; and, that, when 
an eminent dation raifes a man above all other 
ads of condefeenTion, a midrefs will maintain 
her influence ^ charm away the pride of great- 
nefs: and make the hero who tights, and the 
patriot who fpeaks, for the liberty of his 
country, a Have to her. One would imagine, 
however, that this woman, who was a butch, 
er’s wife, mud either have b^en vei)' hand- 
fome, or have had fomething about her fjpei- 
rior to people of her rank: but it feems the 
cafe was otherwife, and no better reafon can 
be given for his attachment to her, but, that 
fhe was his tade. Her hufband rudcjvd their 
intrigue to go unmoleded ; for he was proud 
even of fuch a cunnedion as tiiis wi h fo great 
a man as Prior.—A fingular indance of good 
nature. 

In the year 1715, Mr. Prior was recalled 
from France, and upon his anivcil vs as taken 
up by a warrant from the houle of commons; 
fhortiy alter which, he undervveni a very lb Id 
examination by a comtniuce of the pnvy- 
couiicil. His political ft tend, lord Boling- 
broke, foreseeing a dorm, took fhelter in 
France, and fecured Harry, but left poor 
ir^ the lurch. 

On the tenth of June, Fobert Walpole, 
efq . moved the houfe again c him ; and, oa 

C 6 the 
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the feventb, Mr Prior was ordered into dole 
cuiU>dy, and no peilbn was‘'a^,imitted to fte 
him without leave trom the fpeaker. For the 
particulars of this procedure of the parliament^ 
both againft Mr. Prior, and .many others con¬ 
cerned in the public tranfadions of the pre¬ 
ceding reign, we refer to the hillorics of that 
time 

In the year 17171 an aft of grace was 
pafild in favour of thofe who bad oppofed 
the Hanoverian fucceifion, as w'ell as thofe 
who had been in open rebellion ; but Mr. 
Piior was excepted out of it. At the cloie of 
this year, however, he was difeharged from 
hi> conhuement, and retired to fpend the refi- 
duc of his days at Downhall in EiTex. 

The fevere ufage which Mr. Prior met with, 
pel haps, was the occafion of the following 
beautihii lines, addreifed to his Chloe; 


From public noife, and faftions Hrife, 
I'rom ail the bufy ills of life, 

Take me, my Chloe, to thy breaff. 
And loll my wearied foul to reft ; 

For ever, in this humble cell. 

Let thee and J, my fair oae, dwell ; 
None enter elfe, but Love ;—and he 
bliall bar the door, and keep the key. 


To painted roofs, and ftiining fpires, 
Unealy feats of high defircs^ 


J-et 
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Let the untlunking many croud. 

That dareJ^S covetous and proud ; 

]n.golden bondage let them wait. 

And barter happinefs for Hate. 

Bat, oh! my.Chloe, when thy Twain 
Defires to fee a court again, . 

May Heaven, around his dcllin’d head, 
The choiceft of his curfcs Ihcd; 

'I'o fum up all the rage of Fate, 

In the two things f dread and hate, 

May’ll thou be falfe, and 1 be great. 

In July, 1725, within two months of his 
death, Mr. Prior publilhcd the following 
beautiful little tale, on the falfliood of man-* 
kind, entitled. The Converfaiion $ and ap¬ 
plied it to the truth, honour and juftice of his 
grace the duke of Somerfet. 



The Conversation : a Tale, 

IT always has been thought difereet 
To know the company you meet; 

And fure there may be fecret danger 
In talking much before a ilranger. 

Agreed What then? Then drink your ale; 
I’ll pledge you, and repeat my tale. 

No matter where the feene is fix'd. 

The perfons were but odly mix’d, 

When fober Damon thus began : 

(And Damon is a clever man) 


“ I now 
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“ I now grow old ; but ftill, from youths 
Have held tor modefty and Btuth : 

The men who by thcfe Tea marks fteer. 

In life’s great voyage, never err : 

Upon this point, I dare defy 
The world., ] paufe for a leply.” 

** Sir, either is a good afliftant,** 

Said one^ w'ho fat a little diilant; 

Truth decks our fpeeches, and our books. 
And Mpdefty adorns our looks : 

But farther progrefs vve mu ft take ; 

Not only horn to look and fpeak. 

The man muft aft. The Itagyrite 
Says thus, and fays extremely right: 

Strift juftice is the foveieign guide. 

That o’er our aftions fhould prefide : 

This queen of virtue is confels'd 
To regulate and bind the reft. 

Thrice happy, if you can but find 
Her equal ballance poife your mind : 

All difF’rent giaces foon will enter, 

Like lines concurrent to their center.” 

’Tw'as thus, in fbort, thefe two went on. 
With yea, a..d nay, and pro, and con ; 
Thro’ many points divinely dark. 

And Waterland afLultlno Clark ; 

’Till, in theology half loft, 

Damon took up the Evening Poft; 
Confounded Spain, compos’d the North, 

And deep in politics held forth. 

«( 


Methinks» 
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** Methinks, we’re in the like condition^ 
As at the l'j;eyy of Partition ; 

I’hat ftroke, f 6 r ail king William’s care, 
£cgat another tedious war. 

Matthew, who^knew the whole intrigue. 
Ne’er much approv’d that myftic league ; 

In the vile Utiecht treaty too. 

Poor man ! he found enough to do. 
^iometime to me he did apply ; 

But downright Dunftablewas I, 

And told him where they were miHaken, 
And counfeli’d him to fave his baccftf ; 

But (pafs his politics and profe) 

1 never herded wiih his foes } 

Nay, in his verfes, as a friend, 

1 ftili found fomething to commend. 

Sir, I excus’d his Nut-brown Maid, 
Whate’er feverer critics faid: 

Too far, I own, the girl was try’d; 

The women all were on my fide. 

For Alma 1 return’d him thanks; 

1 lik’d her with her little pranks. 

Indeed, poor Solomon, in rhime. 

Was much too grave to be fublime.’^ 

Pindar and Damon fcorn tranficion. 

So on he ran a new divifion ; 

Till, out of breath, he turn’d to fpit; 
(Chance often helps us more than wit) 
T’other, that lucky moment took, 

Juft nick’d the time, broke in, and fpoke: 


Of 
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I ' “ Of all the gifts the gods afford 
(Tf we may take old Tulljrstword) 

The greateft is a fjieod, whofe love 
Knows how to praife, and when/eprovfii 
From fuch a treafurc nevQir 
But hang.the jewel on yom heart. 

And pray, Sir, it delights me, tell ; 

You know th\s author mighty well,’’—— 

“ Know him ’ D’ye oiicjiion it ? ods lilh E 
Sir, does a ht’gga, fznow >,is difh ? 

Mo\’d him, as 1 told I 
Advis’d him” —Here i hander by 
Twitch’d Damon by the cl'..ik. 

And thus unwilling lilcTice oroke ; 

Damon, ’tis time we Ihovdd retire. 

The man you talk with is Matt. Prior.’* 

Patron, thro’ life, and ffoni thy birth, my 
friend, 

D ^rfet, to thee thi« fable let me fend ; 

With Damon’s lightneip w eigh thy fol d worth; 
Tine foil is known to fet the diamt?nd forth : 
Let the feign’d tale this real moral give, 

How'many Damons, how few Dorfets, iii^e! , 

Mfi Prior, after the fatigue of a length of 
years paffed in various fervices of was 

dclirous of {pending the remainder of his days 
in lutal tranquility, whicii the gfeaiell men of 
all ages have been fond of enjoying : he was 
^0 ’h]4»py as to fucceed in hts wi&, iivifig a 
very retired, and contemplative life, at Down- 

hall 
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hall, in Efo; and found, as be exprefled 
himfelf, a niQteV'lid, and innocent, {aUEfac- 
tion, among tI»c*woodf, and meadows, than 
Ilf had eojovtd in the hurry, and tumults of* 
t’T wnr’d, tl'O cqprUs of princes, or the con- 




forcif^u 


‘('??ot]auons ; and where, as 


he i.Kivu^o'ui^ 


-Vr 


Tlic rem*^ o' 

NOi‘ fO’.T.d liiw/ 



■s ite r.'h-ly paH-, 
i :> fiC'-,, nur T.ew ‘OO 


He iiKic'c h‘S v'ii'. 

Joyful io liu’, ;c: 


i:h h:i) e e tc ccm • 
.1:’:: afraid to die. 


7 ']-' 35 ! er. 

SeptcriiLe'-. s'-:i 
fnire, the leit r 
whole fiicndH.’ii'' 


x\'c i im the eighteenth of 
:u Vvhmple, in Cambridge- 
1 ih'z carl of Oxford, with 
he had been honouitd for 


fome yeais. 7 lie death of 10 diilinguinied a 
perfon was jullly efteemed an irreparable lofs 
to the police world ; and his memory will be 
ever dear to tiioj"' ^vho have any relifli for the 
mufes *n their fofici Lharms. 


Some of the latter part of his life v. a? em¬ 
ployed in colle<Id ng materials for an HiHory of 
the Ti^nfadlions of his own Times; but his 
death unfortunately deprived the world of 
w|hat the touches of fo mailerly a hand would 
have made e;ibcecding valuable. 

Mr. Prior, by the fuffrage of all inen of 
holds the firft rank in poetry for the de¬ 
licacy of bis lumbers; the wittinefs of his 

turns I. 

<r " 



4 ^ BRITISH PLUTARCH- 

turns; the acutenefi of his remarks; and^ in 
one performance, for the ^ibezing force of 
his fentiments. The flile of our author is 
Jikewife <b pure, that our language knows no 
higher aathortty ; and there is an air of origi* 
nal in his minutell performances. 

It would be fuperfluous to give a detail of 
his poems, th.^y are all in the hands of thofe 
who love poetry ; and have been as often ad¬ 
mired ay** fcad. The performance, however, 
for which he is moA diftinguilbed, is his So¬ 
lomon ; a poem in three books: the lirA, on 
Knowledge ; the fecond, on Pleafure ; and the ' 
third, on Power. We know few poems to 
which this is fecond, and it juAly eftablilhcd 
his reputation as one of the beA writers of hit 
age. 

This fublime work begins thus. 

Ye fons of men, with juA regard attend, 
Obierve the preacher, and regard the friend, 
Whofe ierious mufe infpires him to explain, ^ 
That all we a£l, and all we think, is—vain 
That, in this pilgrimage of feventy years, 

O’er rocks of perns, and thro’ vales of tears, 
DeAin’d to march, our doubtful Aeps we tend, 
Tir’d of the toil, yet fearful of its end: 

That, from the womb, we take our fatal lhares 
Of follies, falhioos, labours, tumults, cares i ^ 

And* 
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And^ at tho app)(pach of death, (hall onl/« 
know,^ ^ 

The troths which from thcfe penfive num¬ 
bers dow. 

That wc porluc felfc joy, and fuffer real 
woe. 

After an enquiry into, and an excellent de- 
fcripdon of* the various operations and effeds 
of nature, the fyftem of the heavens, &c. and 
not being (ally informed ol them, tue hfR 
book concludes, 

How narrow limits were to wifdom given ? 
Earth (he furveys j (he thence would meafure 
heaven : 

Thro’ mills obfeure sow wings her tedious 
way; 

Now wanders dazzl’d with too bright a day ; 
And, from the fummit of a jlathlefs coaft, 

Sees infinite, and in that fight is loft. 

In the (econd book, the uncertainty, di(^ 
app intment* and vexation^ attending plea- 
fure in general, are admirably deferibed; and/ 
in the charaQer of Solomon, is fufficiently 
(hewn, that nothing debafes.majefty, or in¬ 
deed any man, more than uirgovemable paT- 
fioo. 

When thus the gath’ring ftorms of wretched 
love, 

Is my fwoln bofom, with long war had ftrove; 

Ac 
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At length they l)roke their baunds; at length 
their force / 

Bore down whatever'met its fifcnger coarfei 
Laid ull the civil bounds of manhood walle, 
And fcatter’d ruin as the torrent paih 

# 

The third book treats particularly of the 
trouble and inflabiiity of greatnefs and power ; 
confiders man through the feveral flagea and 
coudiiions of life, and has escceilcnt rcalbii- 
ing upon Life and Death. On the lad are 
theie Tines: 

Cure of the mifcr’s wi/h, and coward’s fea^. 
Death only Uvews us what we knew was near. 
With courage therefore view the pointed hour; 
Dread not Death’s anger, but expc< 5 t its 
power ; 

Nor Nature’s laws with fruitlcrsforrow mourn^ 
But die, oh mortal man! for thou wad born. 

The poet has likewife thefe Similes on Life : 

As fmoke that rifes from the kindling firtfs 
Is feen this moment, and the next expires ; 

As empty clouds by rifing winds arc toft, 
Therr Acting forms no fooner found than loft; 
So vanifties our (late; {b pa 4 s our days; 

So life but opens now, and now decays: 

The cradle and the tomb, alas! fo nigh ; 

To live is fcarce diftingaifti’d from to die. 

* We Aall conclude this ftccount of Mrw 
Prior’s Life with the following copy of verfes,^ 
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'written on his d^ih, by Robert Ingram,^ efq. 
which is a vasf ^uccelsful imitaiioa of Mr« 
Prior's manner. 


t I. 

Mat. Prior!—(and we muft fubihit) 
Is at his journey’s end ; 

In whom the world has loft a wit^ 
And I, what’s more, a friend. 


II. •r 

Who vainly hopes long hcre'to ilay. 

May fee, with weeping eyes. 

Not only nature pods away. 

But e’en good-nature dies ! 

HI. 

Should grave ones count thefe praifes light, 
To fuch it may be faid ; 

A man, in this lamented wight. 

Of bufinefs too is dead. ' 

IV. 

From ancedors, as might a fool! 

He trac’d no high-fetcb’d dem ^ 

But glorioudy revers’d the rule. 

By dignifying them. 

V. 

Oh! gentle Cambridge! fadly fey, 

Why fates are fo unkind 


To 
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To fnfttch thy giant Tons away, 

Whilft pigtnics Hay ? 

VI. 

Horace and he were cairj, in hade, 
From’this vile earth to heav’n j 

T: he cruel year not fully pad, 

^tatis^ Fifcy-feven, 

vir. 

Soj'^on the tops of Lebanon, 

Tall cedars f'eic the fword. 

To grace, by care of Solomon, 

The temple of the Lord. 

viir. 

A tomb amidft the learned may 
The wedern abbey give! 

Like their’s, his aihes mud decay ; 
Like tbeir’s, his fame diall live. 


IX. 

Clofe, carver, by fome well-cut books. 
Let a thin budo tell. 

Id ip ite of plump and pamper’d looks. 
How icantly fenfe can dwell! 

X. 

No epitaph of tedious length 
Should overcharge the done ; 


Sidee 
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Since loftieft jrerfe would lofe its llrengthj 
In meiuioini^g his own. 


xr. 

At once! and not verbofely tame. 
Some brave Laconic pen 
Shoruld fmartly touch his ample namCf 
In form of—O rare Ben ! 


jW.WS 

*** 
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when age and iitfirmities rendered a greater 
proportion aeceflary to him. 

I'hough his father had defigned him for the 
church, yet he would not divert him from 
purfuing his own inclination to civil and feti^ 
dal law, to which fludy be applied* himfelF a 
whole year, and received from it, as he was 
often heard to fay, jnfter notions concerning the 
foundations of civil-lociety, and government^ 
than are maintained by fbme divines. He aU 
tered his refolution of profecuting thisJludy, 
and applied, with his father’s warm approba¬ 
tion, to that of divinity. 

In his hours of ^mutement, he ran through 
many volumes of hiflory; and, as he had a 
ven|f ftfong conditutiun, and a prodigious me¬ 
mory, thisclofe application was no inconveni<>i 
ence to him ; ib that be made himfelf mader 
of a vad extent of learning, which he had 
ready for his ule upon all occafions. 

At eighteen, he was admitted a probationer, 
or expectant preacher; and foon after an olFer 
of a good benefice was made him, which be 
declined. 

In 1669, about two years afLcr the death of 
bis father, he came into England ; and, after 
fix months ilay at Oxford and Cambridge, 
thmed to Scotland; which be ibon. after left 
again, to make a tour of fome months, in 
1674,Jn Holland and France. At Anider- 
dam, by the help of a Jewilh rabbi, he per¬ 
fected hiiTifcIf in the Hebrew language, and 
Hkewile became acquainted with the leading 

VoL.IX. D men 
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men of the different pd'fuafions tolerated I'lt 
that comuiy; as ^^alviniftiS ^Armenians, Lu¬ 
therans, Anabaptid^, Brownids,^ Papills, and 
Un itarians; anionj;;ft each of which he ufed 
fiecjuently to declare, he ntet with men of fuch 
unicigned* pitty and virtue, that he became 
fixed in a lliong piinciple of univerlhl charity, 
.and an invincible abhorrence of all feverities, 
on account of religious dinirnfions. ‘ 

On his return to Scotland, he was admitted 
into holy ojders, by thebilhopof Edinburgh, 
in 16651 and prefented to the living of SaU 
toun. The condudl of the Scotch b fhops 
feerned to him unbecoming the epifcopal cha¬ 
racter, that he drew up a memorial of their 
iibufes. 

In 1668, he was employed in negotiating 
the feheme of accommodation between the 
epifcopal and prelbyterian panics; and, by 
his advice, many of the latter were put into 
the vacant churches. 

7’he year following, he was made divinity 
profeflbi at Glafgow; where he continued four 
years and a half, equally hated by the zealots^ 
of both panics. In the frequent vifits he 
made to-the duchefs of Hamilton, he (b far 
gained her confidence, as to be intrulled with 
the perulal and arrangement of her papers rc- 
Jalirg to her father’s and uncle’s minillry ; 
which put him opon wiiting Memoirs of the 
•Dukes of Hamilton, and occafioncd his being 
invited to London Oy the earl of Lauderdale, 

who 
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^ho ofFered to furniih him with fome anec¬ 
dotes towards conipiling thofe Memoirs. 

During his At London, we are told 
his felf and fon, he was olFercd the choice of 
lour bilhoprics in Scotland, which he re- 
Med. 

On his return to G!afo;ow, he mafrkd lady 
Margaret Kennedy, daughter to the earl of 
Caffilles a lady of great piety and knowledge, 
highly cflecmed by the Prdbyteiians, to whofc 
fentiments fhe wms drongly inclined As there 
was fome difparity in their ages, that it »i:ght 
remain part difpntc, that this match was 
wholly owing to inclinaf on, not to avaiice or 
ambition, the day before their matnage, nur 
author delivered the lady a deed, whereby he 
renounced all pretenfion to iier fortune, which 
was very confiderable, and mull otherwife 
have fallen into his hands, (he heilelf having 
no intention to fecure it. 

In 1672, he publlihed, A Vindication, ^c, 
of the Church and State of Scotland ; which, 
at that jund^urc, was looked upon as fo great 
a fervice, that he was again offe’-ed a bilhop* 
ric, and a promife of the next vacant arch bi- 
fhopiic, but did not accept of it, becaufe he 
remarked, that the great dcfign of the coart 
was to advance popery. 

In 1673, he took another journey to Lon- - 
don ; and, by the king's own nomination, af¬ 
ter hearing him preach, was made one of his 
chaplains jn ordinary. 

D 2 Upon 
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Upon his return to Scotland, he retired to 
his liation at Glafguw, butf was obliged the 
next year to return to couir,*^(^ juftify himfelf 
againli the accufations of duke Lauderdale, 
who had repiefented him as the caufe of the 
xnifcairiages of all the court mcafures in Scot¬ 
land. The king received him very coldly, 
and ordered his name to be ilruck out of the 
lift of chaplains ; yet, at the duke of York's 
intreaty, confented to hear what he could offer 
in his own juftification ; with which he feemed 
to be fatished : neverthelefs, as Lauderdale 
had not dropt his refentment, Mr. Burnet, 
who was told that his enemies had a defign to 
get him imprifoned, refigned his profeftbr's 
chair at Glafgow, [and rcfolved to fettle in 
London. 

He preached in feveral churches, and had 
been actually chofe miniiter of one, had not 
the eleftors been deterred from it by a letter in 
the king^' name. 

About this time the living of Cripple-gate 
being vacant, the dean and chapter of St. 
Paurs, in whofe gift it was, hearing of his 
circumftances and the hardfhips he had under-^ 
gone, fent him an offer of the benefice ; but, 
as he had been informed of their firft intention 
of conferring it on Dr. Fowler, he generoufty 
declined it. 

In 1675, at the recommendation of lord 
Hollis, whom he^had known in France, am- 
bailkdor at that court, he was, by Sir Har-> 

bottle 
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bottle Grim. mafter of the rolU, ap¬ 
pointed preacher or the chapel there, roiwith 
ftanding the oppofition of ihe court. He was 
foon after chofen a^lcflurer of St. Cleii entS, 
and became one of the preachers •that were 
inoft followed in town. 

In i6f^7, he publifhed his Hiftory of the 
Reformation, for which he had the thanks of 
both houfes of parliament. 

Two yeari. after, he printed the fecond vo¬ 
lume, which met with the liimc appiotation 
as thefirft. 

About this time he attended a ftek perfon* 
who had been engaged la an amour w;ih the 
carl of Rochetler, The manner in which 
treated her, during her illnefs, gave that lord 
a great curiofity of being acquainted with 
him. Whereupon, for a whole wdnter, he 
fpent one evening a week with Mr. Burnet ; 
who difcoiirfed with him upon all thofe topics, 
upon which fceptics, and men of loofe morals, 
attack the Chriftian religion. The happy ef- 
fedl of ihefe conferences occafioned the publi¬ 
cation of his account of the life and death of 
that eari. 

In 1682, when the adminiftrathm was 
changed in favour of fl>e duke of York, bvin|; 
niucii jeforted to by perions of all ranks and 
parlies, in order to avoid returning vihcs, he 
built a iaboraioiy, anil, went, for above a 
year, through a courie of chemical experi¬ 
ments. Not li»n>T alter, he re^ufed a living of 
three hundred a year, oftVrcd him by the carl 

©3 of 
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©fF EfiTex, on the terms of^ nxit^^cfiding there, 
bur in London. 

His behaviour at the lord RuEcl’s trial, and 
his attendance on him in p^ifonj and at his ex¬ 
ecution, rt'iih the fufpicion of his being con¬ 
cerned in drawing up that nobleman’s fpcech, 
having drawn on riim the indignation of the 
court, he took a fhort tour lo Paris, where un- 
ufual civilities were (hewn him by the king of 
France’s exprefs direftion j and he became ac- 
<]uaif.tcd with feveral eminent perfons; but, 
ijot thinking it right to be longer abfent from 
the duties of his calling, he returned to Lon¬ 
don ; and that very year, in purfuance of the 
king’s mandate, was difeharged from his lec- 
tuieihip at St. Clement’s; and having, on the 
fifth of November, 1684, preached a fermon 
at the Roll’s chapel, feverely inveighing againd 
the dodlrines of popery, and the principles of 
the Papids, he was, in December following, 
forbid to preach there any more. 

On king James’s acctlFion to the throne, 
having obtained leave to go out of the king¬ 
dom, he firA went to Paris, and lived in great 
retirement, till, contrafting an acquaintance 
with biigadier Stouppe, a protcAant gentle¬ 
man in the French fervice, he nxade a tour 
with him to Italy, 

He met wich an agreeable reception at 
Rome : pope Innocent II. hearing of our au¬ 
thor’s arrival, fent the captain of the Swifs 
guards to ac<]uatnt him, he would give him a 
private-audience in bed» to avoid the ceremony. 
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®f kiiTing his holmcfs’s flipper, but Dr. Burnet 
excufcd well as he could. 

One evening, upon vifiting cardinal How¬ 
ard, he found him diftributing fome rel’cks to 
two French gcntfcmen ; when he whifpcreJ 
to him in Englilh, that it was fomewhat odd, 
that a clergyman of the church of England 
fhouM be at Rome helping them off with the 
ware of Babvlon, The cardinal fmiled at the 
remark ; and repeating it in -French to the 
gentlemen, bid them tell their countrymen, 
how bold the heretics, and how mild the car¬ 
dinals were at Rome. 

Some difpntcs which our author had at 
Rome, ct)ncerning religion, beginning to he 
taken notice of, made it proper for him to 
^uic that city ; which, upon an incimatiou 
given him by the prince Borghefe, he accord¬ 
ingly did, and purfued his travels through 
Switzerland and Germany. 

fn 1688, he came to Utrecht, with an in. 
tention to fettle in fame of the feven pro¬ 
vinces. There he received an invitation from 
the prince and princefs of Orange, to whom 
their party in England had recommended him, 
to come to the Hague ; which be accepted. 
He was foon made acquainted with the fecrct 
of their coanfels, and adviied the fitting out 
of a Beet in Holland fuBcient to fupport theic 
defigrvs and encourage their friends. This 
and the account of his travels, in vvhich he en¬ 
deavoured to blend popery and tyranny togc- 
iher« and reprefent them^ as infeparabli ^» with 

D 4 fome 
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feme papers, reflefting on the proceedings of 
England, that came out in fmgh iheets, and 
were dirperfed in feveral parts of England, 
moil of which Mr. Burnet owns hienfelf the 

k 

author of, alaimed king jatines, and were the 
occafon o( his writing twice againft him to 
the princefs of Orange; and initiling, by his 
umbailador, on his being forbid the court: 
which, after much importunity, was done, 
though he continued to be trufted and em¬ 
ployed a^ before, the Dutch minifters confult- 
ing him daily. But that which gave, he tells 
us, the crifis to the king’s anger, was, the 
news of Burnet’s being to be married toacon- 
iiderable fortune at the Hague. 

To put an end to his fretjuent conferences 
with the miniilers, a profecution for bigh-trea- 
Ton was fet on foot againB him both in England 
and Scotland ; hut Burnet receiving the news 
thereof before it came to the flaces, he avoided 
the ftorm, by petitioning for, and obtaining, 
without any difficulty, a bill of naturalization:, 
in order to his intended marriage with Mary 
Scot, a Dutch lady of confiderable fortune, 
who, with the advantage of birch, had chofe 
of a fine perfon and undefftanding. 

After his marriage with this lady, being le^ 
'gaily under the protefiion of Holland, he un> 
dertook, in a letter tojhe earl of Middleton, 
to anfwer all the matters laid lo his charge ; 
and added, that, being now naturalized in 
Holland, hii allegiance wa5, during his Bay 
io ihefe pai'ts, tiansferred from his inajcfty to 
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the (latesrgener^; and, in another letter, that’ 
if, upon nou*aj^pearance, a Sentence Ihould be 
palTcd againft him, he might, to juhify him.- 
lelf, be forced to give an account of the lhare 
he had in aiFairs,*in which he might be led to 
mention what he was afraid wouic) not pletife 
his majelly. 

Thele expreffions gave Aich offence to the 
Englilh court, that, dropping the former pro- 
iecution, they proceeded againff him as guilt/ 
of high-treafon ; and a fentence ot outlawry 
was paffed upon him; and thereupon fhe king 
ffrfl demanded him to be delivered up, and at^ 
terwards infilled on his being banilbed the Se* 
ven Provinces; which the dates refuted; al» 
ledg ing, that he was become their fubje^ ; 
and, if tlie king had any thing to Lay to Dr. 
Burnet’s charge, judice IhouJdbe done in their 
courts. 

This put an end to all farther application to 
the dates; and Dr. Burnet, fecured from any 
danger, went on in aiiiding and forwarding 
the important affair of the revolution. He 
gave early notice of it to the court of Hano¬ 
ver ; intimating, that the fiiccefs of that pro- 
jed mud naturally end in a fucceffion of that 
iJlttdrious houlie to the Britidi cr^^n* He 
wrote alfo leveral pamphlets in fuppojt of the 
prince of Orange’s deffgna, and aflided in 
sirawing op his declaration. See* and when he 
undertook the expedition to England, Dr* 

Barnet accompaiiied hixa as his chaplain, ^ 

... 

After 
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Afrcrhis landing at lixeicr,che propofed and 
djew up the afTociation. and,\Mas'of no fmall- 
i'ervice on feveral occahons by a fcafonable dif- 
play of pulpit-eloquence, to animate the 

ince’s followers, and gain'^ver others to hi» 
interell. 

Nor did his fervices pafs unrewarded ; for 
king William had not bten many days on the 
throne before Dr. Burnet was advanced to the 
fee of Salifbury, in the room of Dr. Seth 
Ward, deeeafed, being confecrated on the 
thirty-hrll of May, 1689. He diftinguilhed 
himfelf in the houfe of lords, by declaring for 
moderate meafures with .regard to the clergy, 
who fcrupled to take the oaths, and for a to¬ 
leration of the proteilant difTenters. 

A paflage in his paftoral letter to the clergy 
of his diocele, concerning the oaths of fupie- 
macy and allegiance to king William and 
queen Mary, dated on the fifteenth of May, 
]689, which feeined to ground their title to 
the crown on the right of conqueil, gave fcch 
oflence to both houles of parliament, that tl ey 
ordered it to be burned by the hands of tho 
common hangman. 

As foon as the feilion of parliament in 1689 
was endi^d, he went down to his diocefe; 
where he was very exadt in the difchnrge of 
his funflion; and was particularly fcropulous 
in conferring of orders and admitting to liv¬ 
ings. 

in 1698, he loll his wife by the fmaIl*-po&; 
and, as he was, almoU immediately after, ap* 

pointed 
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l^ointcd preceptor to the duke of Gloucefler,. 
of whofe edfic^tion he took great iare, this 
employment, antf the tender age of his chil¬ 
dren, induced him tliefame year to fuppW her 
lofs, by a marridge with Mrs. Berkley, elcieit 
daughter of Sir Richard Blake, knight, the 
fifth fon of Thomas Blake, of Earantoun, iu 
the county of Southampton, efq. of an antienC 
family; and of Elizabeth, the daughter of 
jDr Bathurd, an eminent phyfidan in London. 
She was Born on the eighth of November^ 
1661. • 

At a little more than feventeen years«f age* 
ihe was married to Robert Berkley, of Specchly<, 
in the county of Worcefter, efq, grandfon of 
Sir Robert Berkley, who was a judgt^ in the timo 
of king Charles I. 

Mr. Berkley’s mother was a papifi,.biit Mr. 
Berkley himfelf a protcftani; which put Mrff, 
Berkley upon Undying her own religion more 
fully,^and obliged her to a, more than orditury 
ilridnefs in her whole condud. 

In king James’s time, when the fears of pa« 
pery began to increafe, (he prevailed with, he;* 
hulband to go to Holland, and Ravelled wi;th 
liim over the feventeen provinces; after which 
they fettled at the Hague, till the rev^lotion, 
ivhen they recurnedto England, and their conn* 
try feat at Spetchjy.. 

After his death, (he pcrfcfled the horpita* at 
WorceAer, for the ereding of which he had 
l^e^ue^thed.a large fum of nioney« 

J> 6 JDurinj^ 
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During the widowhood, five Duide the firft 
draught of that pious treatife, ^hicb ihe after- 
wards£nifhed and published, encitied, A Me¬ 
thod of Devotion : or, Rules for HoJy and 
Devout Living ; with Prayars on Several Oc- 
caiions, an 4 Advices, and Devotions for the 
Holy Sacrament : in odlavo. This^ piece has 
been fy well received as to run through three 
editions. 

After continuing a widow near Seven years, 
&e was married to the bifhop of ^alilbury; 
who w^s fo {enAble of her worth and good- 
Acfs, that he committed the carc of his chil¬ 
dren entirely to her, and left her abfolute mi* 
&rc£i of hex own fortune. 

In 1707, ihe took a journey to Spaw for 
her health, and, after her return, leemed to 
be much recovered ; but, the winter follow 
ing, upon the breaking of the froil in Janu^ 
ary, ihe was taken with a pJeuretic fever, of 
which ihe died in a few days, and was buried 
at Spetchly, by her former huiband, accord¬ 
ing to a-promiie ihe had made hinV) as appears 

a claufe^ki bar will.She was a lady, ii) 
«very refpefl, of moft exemplary life and con- 
vcrfacion. 

To give the reader an idea of the biihop’a 
ability >an 4 diligence in educating the duke of 
l^louceker, we muil refer him to his own 
words. 

' 1 took to my owwprovince, the reading 

aud explainining tke^ to him i the 

inAru^ing 
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infiru^iDg hiin in the principles of religion 
and the rules pf virtue ; and the giving him 
a view of hiftrf^y, geography, politics, aud 
government. I refolved alio to look very cx- 
a£lly to all the traders that were appointed to 
teach him other things.** 

In another place, fpeaking of the duke of 
Glouceder’s death, he fays, 

1 had been trulled with his education 
now for two years, and he made an amazing 
progrefs ; 1 had read over the Pfalms, Pro* 
verbs, and Gofpels, with him i and *had ex¬ 
plained things, that fell in my way, very co- 
pioufly. I went through geography fo often 
with him, that he knew all the maps very par** 
ticulariy : 1 explained to him the fa^ms of go¬ 
vernment in every country^ with the intercda 
and trade of that country, and what was both 
good and bad in it: I acquainted him with all 
the great revolutions that had been in the 
world, and gave him a copious account of the 
Greek a id Roman hiilories, and of Plutarch’s 
Lives. The lait thing 1 explained to him waj 
the Gothic conftuutjon; and the beneitciary 
and feudal laws : 1 talked of thefe things, at 
different times, near three hours a day/’ 

We (hall juft touch upon the pri^ip^l parts 
of hk condud as a bilbop, wnic^ are defcribed 
at large by the author of his hfe* 

As he had always looked upon confirmatton 
as the Hkelieft means of reviving a fpirit of 
Chriftianity, if meo~ could be brought to en- 
tertab jitft notions. concermng it, he wrote a 

ihoit 



€2 BRIIISK PLUTARCB. 

Ihort Direftory, containing proper rules for 
preparing the youth upon fj choose anions. Thi» 
he printed, and lent copies of it, Tome months- 
before hand, to the miniller of every parilK 
where he intended to confirmf 

Every fummer, he made a tour, for fix 
weeks, or two months, through fome diftrii^ 
of his bilhopric, daily preaching and confirm¬ 
ing from church to church ; fo as, in the com- 
pafs of three years, befides his triennial vifita*- 
tion, to go through all the principal livings of 
his diocefe. In cnefe circuits, he entertained 
all the clergy that attended upon him at his 
own expence, and held conferences with them 
upon the chief heads of divinity. 

During his refidence at Salilbury, he con- 
ftantly preached aThurfday’s Itfture, founded 
fltSt. Thomas’s church. He likewife preached 
and confirmed, every Sunday morning, in 
Ibme church of that city, or of the neighbour¬ 
hood round about it; and, in the evening, he 
had a ieflure in his own chapel, wherein he 
explained fome portion of feripture. Every 
week, during the feafon o£ Lent, he cate^/ 
chifed the youth of the two great fchools in 
the cathedral church, ^nd infirufted them in 
order for confirmation. He endeavoured, as 
much as in him lay, to reform the abufes of 
the bilhop’s conllitutional court. part of 
the epifcopal office was more llridlly attended 
^ by him, than the examination of candt»> 
dates for holy orders. He examined ahem 
himfeUy as to the proofs of the Chrillian xeli- 

£ioiv 
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pOT, the authority of thcfcriptore®, and the 
nature of th$ goipel• covenant; and, a day op' 
two before ordination, he fubmitted all thofe, 
whom he had accepted, to the examination of 
the dean and prelJendaries. 

As the qualification of clergymen for the 
paftoral care was always uppermoft in hi» 
thoughts, he infiituted at Sallibury a little nur- 
fery of ftudenls in divinity, being ten in nam-n 
ber, to each of whom he allowed a falary of 
thirty pounds a year. Once every day, he 
examined their progrefs in learning, and gave 
them a letter on fome fpeculative point of dU 
vinity, or fome part of the paftoral fun^lion r 
but this foundation being exclaimed at, as a 
defigned affront upon the method of educa«ii 
tion at the univerfities, he was prevailed upon^ 
after fome years, to lay it wholly aftde. 

He was a warm and conftant enemy ta plii« 
ralities, where non-tefidence was the confe* 
quence of them, and in fome cafes hazarded a 
fufpenfion rather than give inftitution. la 
the point of refidence, he was fo ftri^t, that he 
immediately difmifted his own chaplains upon 
their preferment to a cure of fouls. 

He exerted the principle of toleration,, which 
was deeply rooted in him, in favou; of a non* 
juring meeting-houfe at Salifhury, which he 
obtained the royal permiffion to connive at; 
and this fpirit of moderation brought over fe¬ 
deral diifenting families of his diocefe to the 
commaoiaA of (he church* 



64 BRITISH PLUTARCH. 

In he ppbliihed his Expoiition on the 
Thirty-nuic Articles of the Ciinfch of Eng- 
land. In 17049 he had the iatisfa£lion to fee 
his project for augmenting poor livings carried 
into execution. ^ 

The lail five years of his life he grew more 
abflrafled from the world than he had been in 
the former part of it. He lived to fee a fuc- 
cefiion cake place, and that family eflabliihcd, 
in whole intefefts he had been fb zealous; and 
died on the feventeenth of March, i7i4-.i^g^ 
in the feventy-fecond year of his age ; and was 
interred in the pariCh of St. James's, Cierk- 
enwell. 

After his death, his Hiflory of his own 
Times, with his Life annexed, was publifhed 
by his Ton Thomas Burnet, efq. agreeable to 
the intention of his father; for the bifhop, 
by hb laft will and tellament, had ordered, 
that this HiHory fhould not be printed till fix 
years after his death, and then faithfully, with¬ 
out adding, fupp reding, or altering it in any 
particular. 

The hrft volume was printed at London in 
1724, and the fecond in 1734, in folio. To 
the firii volume is prefixed an advercifement, 
acquainting the reader, That the editors in¬ 
tended, for the faciafai^ton of the public, cq 
depodt the copy, from which his hiliory it 
printed (corre6Icd, and interlined, in many 
places, with the author’s own band) in fome 
public library, as fopn as th« leoonA Volume 
.ihouid be publifhed. 

The 
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The firft paA of his Hiftory w^s written 
Tome time Sefor^ the year lyo^ ; bat how 
long is uncertain ; only it appears it was then 
fini&ed, becaufe^ in the beginning of the 
reign of king William and queen Mary, the 
author dates the Continuation of it on the hrll 
of May, 1705. 

What led him at firff to look into the fecret 
condu^ of public afiairs, as he hiinfelf tells 
us, was the manner of his education ; which 
being folely in the hands of his fathpr, who 
had been engaged in great friendihip with all 
parties, and took a pleafore in relating to him 
the feiies of public tranfaffions, he had, while 
very young, a greater knowledge of thefe 
matters, than is ufual at that age. Befidea 
" which, he himfelf fell into great acquaintance 
and friendlhips with feveral perfons, who ei* 
thcr were or had been miniilera of Bate ; from 
whom, when the fecret of affairs was over, h« 
(ludied to know as many parttcuUrs aa ht 
could from them. He faw likewife a great 
deal moie among the papers of the duke of 
Hamilton than was properly a part of their 
Memoirs, or fit to be told at that time. Add 
to this, his intimacy, for above thirty years* 
with ail who had the chief condu6i«of affairs; 
and his own Biare in many of them, which 
enabled him to penetrate far into the true iO'* 
cret of counfels and defigns. 

This/* oor author goes on^ made me, 
twenty'years ago, write down a relation of all 

that 
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that I had known to that time^. Where I was 
i-o the dirrk, I pafiVd over all/ ahd only opened 
thoie tranfa£tions that I had particular occafion 
to know. My chief defigi^ in writing was, 
to give a true view of men and of counfeJs, 
leaving public tranfaiflions to Gazettes, and 
the public hiftorians of the times. I writ with 
a delign to make both myfelf and my readers 
wifer and better, and to lay open the good and 
of all (ides and parties, as clearly and imparti¬ 
ally as T myfelf underftood it; concealing no¬ 
thing tbatl thought fit to be known, and rc- 
prefenting things in their natural colours, 
without art or difguifc, without any regard to 
kindred or friends, to parties or interells ; for 
1 do foleinnly fay this to the world, and make 
my humble appeal upon it to the great God 
of truth, that I tell the truth upon all occafi- 
ons, as fully and freely, as, upon my belt en¬ 
quiry, I have been able to find it out. Where 
^ings appear doubtful, I deliver them with the 
fame incertainty to the world.^' 

Our author then apologizes far the feverity 
with which he has treat^ thofe of his oWn 
profelBon, kis dwelling fo long on the afi^airs 
of Scotland, and his inclination to think ge¬ 
nerally th^ word, both of men and parties. 
Laftly, at to the ftyle of the Hiftory, Ive tells 
us, he purpofely avoided all laboured periods 
and artificial drains; and, that he writ it in 
as clear ahd plain a dyle as was pofTible, 
4 ;huiing ratbe;r a copious enlargement, than a 

dark. 
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^ark concifffnefs. He concludes the preface 
with a folemn«dedication of his work to 
God. 

There are twe^ French tranflations of the fird 
volume of this Hiftory; the one by M. de la 
Pilloniere, the other by an anonyftious tranfla- 
tor. The firft was printed at the Hague in 
three volumes lamo. 1725; the other, with 
cuts, at the fame place, in the fame year, in- 
two volumes ^to. This lad verfion was re¬ 
printed at Trevoux in four volumes umo. 

Bifliop Burnet’s Hiftory of his own Time 
has been feverely attacked by feveral wnters i 
particularly, firft, by John Cockburn, D. D.. 
in a piece in 8vo, entitled, A Specimen of 
(bme Free and Impartial Remarks on Public 
Affairs and Particular Perfons, efpecially relat¬ 
ing to Scotland ; orcafioned by Dr. Burnet’s 
Hiftory of his own Times. A Vindication of 
our author againft the writer was publiihed in 
1724 ; to which a reply was made under the 
title of A Defence of Dr. Cockburn, againd 
the Vindication of Biihop Burnet. A fecond. 
antagonld was an anonymous writer, in a piece;| 
entitled, A Review of Biihop Burnett 
of his own Times, particularly his Cha!ra£iers 
and fecret Memoirs; with critical Remarks, 
ihewing the Partiality, Inconfiftency, and De- 
fedls of that political Hiftory, 8vo, Thirdly^ 
in 172^, appeared a book, entitled, Biihop 
Burnet’s lace Wftory charged with great Par- 
li^iity and MifreprefentaiioPi to make the pre*. 

feut 
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fcntand future ages believe, thjit i\rthnr, earl 
of EfTex, in 1683, murdered himfelf, &c. 
By Mr, Braddon, 8vo. Fouithly, the fame 
year, Mr, Bevil Higgons piA)lithed, in 8vo, 
Hiftorical and Critical Remarks on Biftiop 
Burnet’s Hiftory of his own Time. This au¬ 
thor writes with a peculiar vehemence and 
ftiarpnelsof ilyle. He tells us, in his preface, 
“ It is very evidert that revenge has abfolutely 
guided him (the bilhop) through this Hillory, 
and fo eferkened his underftanding, as fomcn 
times to make him fall into the groflell abfur- 
dities.” The fecond edition of this book, is 
of the year 1727, with Additional Remarks^ 
and a PoAfeript, in Anfwer to the London 
Journal of the thirtieth of January and the 
ihxth of February, 172^. Fifthly, the late 
lord Landfdowne attacked our author’s HiAory, 
in a letter to the Author (Mr. Oldinixon) of 
the Reflexions, HiAorical and Political, &c. 
to which the bifhop’s Ton, Thomas Burnet, 
eiq. replied, in fome Remarks upon that Let- 
^,ter, London, 1732, 4to.' 

Bi/hop Burnet’s HiAory of his own Time, 
concludes with a warm and affeXionate ad- 
drefs, to all ranks and degrees of perfons ; 
the clergy^ 'the comm6nalt), the gentry, the 
traders^ the nobility, the houfes of parliament, 
and our monarchs themfelves; cenfuring the 
faults and errors of their conduX, giving them 
iuitable advice, and earncAly exhorting them 
to the praXice of virtue and religion. 


As 
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As to his domeftic life, his time was em¬ 
ployed in (jne’regular and uniform manner. 
He was a vcr/ Ci^rly rifer, ieldom in bed later 
than hve, or fix, o’clock in the morning. 
Private meditaticin took up the two hrft hours^ 
and the lafl four, of the day. His firftand tail 
appearance to his family, was at fnornin^ and 
evening prayers, which he always read himfelf 
though his chaplains were prefent. He took 
the opportunity of the tea-table to inflru6t his 
children in religion, and in giving them bis. 
own comment upon fome portion^of ikripture. 
He feldom fpent lefs than fix, often eighty 
hours a day in his lludy. He kept an open 
table, in which there was a plenty without lux¬ 
ury : his equipage was decent and plain, an^ 
all his expenccs generous, but not profufe* 
He was a moH afi'edionate hufband to his 
wives; and his love to his children exprefTed 
itfelf, not fo much in hoarding up wealth for 
them, as in giving them the bell education. 

After his ions had perfected themfelves in 
the learned languages, under private tutors, he* 
fent them to the univerhty, and afterwards 
abroad, to iiniili their fludies at Leyden. 

In his friend flrips, he was warm, open- 
hearted, and conilant; and, though his ftation 
raifed him many enemies, he alwSiys endea¬ 
voured, by* the kindeft good offices, to repay 
all their injuries, and overcome them by re* 
turnitijg Pood for evil. He was a kind and 
bountifulmaAer to his lervants, and obliging 

to 
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to all in employment under hipi. His cliarU 
ties were a principal article of kis expence. 
He gave an hundred pounds at a time for the 
augmentation of fmall livings; he bellowed 
conttant penfions on poor clergymen and their 
widows, on, ftudents for their education at 
the univerfities, and on induUrious but unfor¬ 
tunate families; he contributed frequent Turns 
towards the repairs or building of churches and 
parfonage houfes, to all public colledlions, to 
the fupport of charity fchools (one of which 
for iifty thildren at Sa1i^b^ry was W'holly main¬ 
tained by him) and to the putting cut appren¬ 
tices to trades. Nor were his alms confined to 
one nation, fefl, or party; but want and merit 
in the ohje*Sl, were the only meafures of his 
liberality. fJe looked upon himfelf, with re¬ 
gard to his epifcopal revenue, as a meertruftce 
lor the church, bound to expend the whole in 
a decent maintainance of his llation, and in 
afts of hofpitaiity and in charity ; and he had 
fo faithfully ballanced this account, that, at 
his death, no more of the income of his bi- 
fhopric rcpiained to his family than was barely 
fufticient to pay his debts. 

Lord Halifax, fpeaking of the bifhop, fays, 
** Dr, Burnet is, like all men who are above 
the ordinary level, feldom fpoke of in a mean; 
he mull either be railed at, or admired. He 
has a fwiftnefs of imagination that no other 
comes up to; and, as our nature hardly allows 
ITS to have enotigh of any thing, without hav^ 
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ing too much, he cannot at all times fo hold 
in his thought^, but that at ibme time they 
may run away v^ith him; as it is hard for 
-a vcfl'el, that is brim-full, when in motion^ 
not to run over f and therefore the variety of 
matter that he ever carries about him, may 
throw out more than an unkind critic would 
allow of. His firft thoughts may fometimes 
•require more digeftion, not from a dcicdl in 
his judgment, but from the abundance of his 
f^ncy, which furniflies too fad for him. His 
friends love him too well to fee fmalV faults; 
or, if they do, think that his greater talents 
give him a privilege of ftraying irom the Arid 
rules of caution, and exempt him from the 
ordinary rules of cenfure. He produces fo fad, 
that what is well in his writings calls for ad¬ 
miration, and what is incorrect deferves an ex- 
cufe : he may, in fome things, require grains 
of allowance, which ihofe only can deny him 
who arc unknown or unjud to him. He is 
not quicker in difeerning other mens fai It , 
than he is in forgiving them ; fo ready, or ra¬ 
ther glad to ackdowledge his own, that from 
blemilhes they become ornaments. All the 
repeated provocations of his indecent adver- 
faries, hath had no other efFe£l, than the fet¬ 
ing his good in fo much a better Rght, fince 
his anger never yet went farther to pity them, 
1‘hat heat which, in mod other men, raifes 
(harpnefs and fatirc, in him glows into warmth 
for his friends^ and compaiTton for thofe in 

wane 
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want and mifcry. As olull snen have quxk 
eyes, in difcerning the fmaller FAilci of chofe 
that nature has made riiperi6r to them, they 
do not mifs one blot he makes; and, be* 
ing beholden only to their bdrrennefs for their 
difcretion, they fall upon the errors which arife 
out of his abundance ; and, by a miftake into 
which their malice betrays them, they thinks 
that, by finding a mote in his eye, they hide 
the beams that ate in their own. His quick* 
nefs makes writing fo eafy to him, that his 
fpirits aVe neither wafted nor fowered by it; 
the foil is not forced ; every thing grows and 
brings forth without pangs; which diftinguilhes 
as much what he does, from that which fmells 
of the lamp, as a good palate will difcern be* 
tween fruit, which comes from a rich mould, 
and that which tdftcs of the uncleanly pains 
that have been befiowed upon it. He makes 
many enemies by letting an ill-natured exam¬ 
ple of living which they are not inclined to 
follow. His indifference for preferment; his 
contempt, not only of fplendor, but of all 
unneceftary plenty ; his degrading himfelf in¬ 
to the loweft and moft painful duties of his 
calling; are fuch anprelatical qualities, that, 
let him be never fo orthodox in other things, 
in thefe he muft be a diftenter. Virtoes of fuch 
a ftamp are (b many berefies, in the opinion 
of thoie divines, who have foftened the primi¬ 
tive injan^ions, fo as to make them fait bet¬ 
ter with the frailty of mankind. No wonder 

then 
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then if they are artery, fince it is in their own 
defence ; or ^om a principle of felf-pre- 
fervation, they ihouid endeavour to fupprefs a 
man whofe parts ar^ a fhame, and whofe life 
is a fcandal, to them/* 

Tke copy from which this is printed, in the 
Bilhop’s Life, was taken from one given to the 
bifhop, in the marquis of Halifax’s own hand- 
wri ting. 


%* #?s^ 
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THE LIFE OF 

Ge5rge Granville. 

G eo ROE Granville, created, by queen 
Anne, b 'lOn Lanl'downe, ofBiddeford^ 
in tl>e county of Devon, was an eloquent 
Speaker, an elegant wiiicr, an admirable poet, 
and, in a word, one of the moll accompli Died 
noblemen this nation hath produced. 

It is a miefottune that a pcnbn fo able has 
not left 1:5 any memoirs of his own, who, with 
fo much candi^uf and fpirit has refeued from 
calur ji) the charailers of other great men. 
The materials for this article are, for this rea- 
fon, ' proportion to the worth of it, very 
«{cai)ty; and all that wc aie able to do, towards 
rendering juftice to his memoiy, and gratify* 
ing, in fome meaAire, the expeiflaiion of the 
reader, is ro range them in the bell manner wt 
are able; and to borrow from his own eaceU' 
lent wriiiDgs all, the lights we can. 

K |i<! was the fon of the honourable'Mf* Ber* , 
nard, Greenvtle^ or Granville, who» in 
to the merit of his illadrious father Sir SpviTt 
had^ by a fpecial warrant from king Charles 
the fecondy the rank given him -of an earl’s 
younger fon; and who added to ^the Juilte 




r /f 










GEORGE GRANVILLE. 75 

of his antient and noble fai^ily frelh fplen- 
dour by bis ^erfbnal meHt. 

His fon Geoi^get whole Life we are now 
writing, was boi^ about the year 1667, and 
is faid to have received a ereat part of his 
education in his infancy unckr the eye of Sir 
William Ellis, who was himfelf a man of leN 
ters and of very quick parts. 

Mr. Granville quickly dllcovered the geniu^ 
of his family ; and being*with his elder bro» 
ther entered of Trinity*college, in Cambridge^ 
at a time when others have made vd^y lifiie 
progrefs in a grammar-fchodl, he was^ before 
he reached the age of twelve, difUnguifbed, 
by addreffing a very fine copy of verfts* of hti 
own compofuion, to her royal hi^hnefs Maiia 
Beatrix d*Efte, duchefs of York, who, in 
1679, vifited this nniverfity. He took big 
degree there of mailer of arts at thirt^n^ and 
left Cambridge foon after. 

On the accefiion of king James II. he ad- 
dreifed thr^ poems to that.JUQoarch in the firft 
year of his reign, and in the eighteenth of his 
own age ; all of them very finely written, 
tictilarly the lafi;, which was looked upon at 
incomparable. PanegyriCi in profb and id 
verie, was in faihionin cboib days f JL^is the 
Fourteenth had introduced and rei^ardtd it in 
France ; and from thence, other modes 

of thafit court, it fpread Over all Europe, and 
Very e^ly into England, where Waller, Dry- 
den, and Qeway, didingulihed themlelves in 
this Wfty } and. therefore it was the more exi 

£ 2 cufeable 
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cufeable for fo young an author as Mr. Gran* 
viile, prompted alike by inclination and ambi¬ 
tion to tread in the fame path. J lis obeditnt 
genius enabled him to gratify his paflion, and 
to reach, even in his firll heat, thofe who were 
fo much pr^^iifed to the rnce. He was from 
lliis time con fide red us a mailer of numbers; 
and we may truly fay of him, what can fcarce 
be faid of any other, tliat before he was man 
he was a poet. 

There was, and there ilill is, a degree of 
' jcomplalfance that waits on the productions of 
young men of iaihion : but Mr. Granville did 
not avail himfclf of this, his very hril poems 
were,among the number of his beil; and he 
rdid not (land indebted for his reputation, to 
iavour, faClion, or common fame ; but had it 
confeired upon him by the iirll and faireil 
judges of the times, than whom peihiips few 
lages have produced belter. 

If teftimony were of any weight, in proving 
.an author to be a genius, we ihould find no 
great diihculty to iucceed in this particular; 
for, if the names of the immortal Dryden,' 
who was his friend; the celebrated Jofeph Ad- 
difon, efq. who was his intimate acquaintance; 
the famous Henry St. John, afterwards lord- 
vifcountllolingbroke, who lived with him in 
the gi eaieft intimacy; and the ingenious Mr. 
Bevil Higgons, who was his relation, would 
luiHce, it is fecure; more efpecially as they 
have all given it under their hands, and Raked 
Ihsit own credit with poRericy in fupport of 
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hi8. But, whwe a man’s writings are. extant* 
it is to them we ought to appeal; and this 
will juflify our py)ciucing his third poem to 
king James, Mr. Waller’s Compliment to him, 
and his own Reply. 

They are ail very fliort; and full to the 
point ; but perhaps it may nor be amifs to 
remark, that our author wrote in the diiwn ot 
that m.ona’ch’s reign, and btforc ir u.is over¬ 
call by any of thole ofl'enfive aets in favour of 
poperv, \^ hich gaveoccalion to its being tianf- 
muted in fo very ditfcreiu a light to fuccccding 
times. 


To the King. 

Heroes of old, by rapine and by fpoil, 
fn fearch of fame diS ail the world embroil ; 
Thus to their god’s each then ally’J his name. 
This fprung from Jove, and that from Tuan 
came : 

With equal valour, and the fame fuccefs. 
Dread king, might’ll thou the univexfe op- 
pre^: 

But ChriRian laws conRrain thy martial pride. 
Peace is thy choice, and piety thy gtfide.j 
By thy example kings are taught to fway, 
Heroes to hghi, and faints may learn to pray. 

From Gods defeended, and of race divine, 
Neftor in council and Ulyffes Ihine ; 

Bat in a day of battle all would yield 
To the fierce mailer of the feven-fbld Ihiefd ; 

E 3 Their 
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'i'hcir very dcit:cs were grac’d^no more, 

M.irs h«d the ctairage, Jovc^thc thunder bore* 
Iha all perfef^ions meet in alonCf 

And Britain’!) king is all the gods in one. 


To tiie Author, on his foregoing 
. Versks to the King. 

By. Mr. Edmund Waller. 

An carh plant, which fuch a blollbm bears^ 
A* d iJiOAt a I'ctiiu.s To beyond his years, 

A judgment that could make fo fair achoice» 
bo high a lubjti\ to employ his voice; 

a*) it grows, how fwectly will he fing 
The giowit;g greamefb o^ uur matchlefs king. 


Answer. To Mr. Waller. 

When into Lybia the young Grecian came. 
To talk with Harmmon, andconfult for fame / 
When from the facred tripod where he ftoody 
The prieft infpir’d faluted him a god ; 

Scarce luch a joy that haughty vidlor knew, 
ii||pKus own'd by Heaven, as U thus prais’d by 

■i you* 

I 

Whoe’er their names can in thy numbers 
' (how, 

Have more than empire, and immortal grow ; 

Ages 
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A^s (o come (hall fcorn the powers of old» 
When in thy vMt of greater gods they're told; 
Our beauteous queen, »nd royal James's name, 
For Jove and Jun^ ihaJI be plac'd by Fame ; 
Thy Charles for Neptune, (hail the fcas coin^ 
mand. 

And Sacariii'a (hall for Venus (land ; 

Greece (hall no longer boafl, nor haughty 
Rome, # . 

But think from Britain all the gods did come. 

• 

We cannot, however, conclude thcfe.re* 
marks without confirming what has been faid 
by the authority of a profe/Tei critic, who 
thought like a fcholar and wrote like a gentle¬ 
man. His work was addrelTed to the oij^rquis 
of Granby, in 1709. 

" WallCT,” fays.he, “ for the mii£c of hit 
numbers, the courtlinefs of his verfe, and t1>e 
caftnefs and happintTs of his thoughts oh a 
tboufand fobjefls, deierves your lordmip’s con¬ 
sideration more, perhaps, chan any other ; be- 
caufe his manner and his fuhjefts are more 
common to perfonsof quality, and the affairs 
of a court. Mr. Granville, my lord, hath 
rivalled him in, his fined addrefs, and is as 
happy as he ever was in railing modern 
compUments upon ancient (lory, and fetting 
t>fF the Britiih valour, and the Engliih beauty, 
with the old gods and goddefTes/' 

la the preface to a fubfequent edition, he 
fays, on the fame fubjed, “ If I had fecn my 
lord Lanfdowne's poems in one view, 1 might 

£ 4 have 



to BRITISH PLUTARCH. 

have formed a juder idea of the«greatnefs of 
his genius, and the delicacy of his wit; for, 
when 1 wrote thefe Iheets, .they lay difperied 
up and down in the Mifce^lanies ; but fome 
kind hand hath alTembled the fcattered liars, 
and added another lyre to the conllcllation.’* 

The great ellcem in which he Rood at this 
coni t, and the many perfonal marks of favour 
he rectived frt^ their majellies, added to the 
turn of his education, and the na(u:;il genero- 
fity of his temper, made Mr. Granville paf- 
fionarely lojal in that feafon of his life when 
few, and he the lead of any, had learned to 
diifemble. 

At the time of the duke of Monmouth's re¬ 
bellion, he was with great difficulty rellraincd 
from taking arms j and at the revolution he 
had a return of the fame political fever; w hicb, 
without doubt, the reader will be plealed to 
fee. 

This lingular and zealous letter has been 
often printed, but perhaps the following quo¬ 
tation from the impartial memoirs of a very 
worthy gentleman, wrote in the country, and ' 
at the very time, precifeJy, when this letter 
was written, will render it better undcrilood. 

“ At this time,'* fays he, “ lord 'Thomas 
Howard was lieutenant of the well-riding, a 
rigid papiil, and now gone amballador to 
Rome. He had left but three deputies be¬ 
hind him, two of which alfo vveie papiRs, 
and but tw'O of the three were now in the 
country, while moR of the gentry of York*' 

ildre 
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fhirc were comC to the city, cxpeftiog to mcf t 
with writs for Jie choice of members, 

“ I therefore* preflTed the high-flicriff to 
give notice to ftme gentlemen, while I con¬ 
vened others for the next day, when Sir 
Flenry Gooderlck began a difcoui*fe, which I 
feconded, to ftiew how little we were able to 
ferve the king with the militia, without ano¬ 
ther lord lieutenant, under whom we might 
lawfully ferve, meaning a proteftant; and at 
the fame time we fubferibed a reprefentaiion of 
our cafe to his majetly. 1 was well awSre how 
very ungrateful this would be to him ; bi t, 
to obviate hia dirpleafure, I gave him private 
intelligence of the intention to prepare it, and 
begged of him to excufe the concern I had 
therein, afltiring him it was now abfolutcly for 
his fervice.. 

In the midft of this, down comes a fpe- 
cial mefTenger to purge the corporation, to 
put out the former lord-mayor and aldermen, 
and to appoiiit others, almoU all papifts; but 
the commiilion was fo defedive, arid there 
were fuch miftakes in the execution of it, as 
frudrared the defign. 

** The next day I prevailed with the lord- 
mayor to call a hall ; upon wh/bh opcalion, I 
fpoke to them a fall half hour, and fo con¬ 
vinced Ihem of the evil att-s which had been 
put in pra£lice againme, and the great in- 
juftice done me, that they all feemed to be 
converts in my favour; and, to add to what 

E s 1 faid 
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1 fald, i .gave them up the keys, but made 
them oivn it as a courtefy, and^pr^mife to re- 
IWe them to me again, whenever I defired it. 
And now lord Fairfax, a Roipan catholic, and 
lord lieutenant of the noith-riding, being at 
York, oblerved to me, it could be for no good 
end that the lords DevonAiire and D'anby 
were come down to the country, though the 
former pretended he was only come to view 
his eilate, and the latter to drink the waters at 
Knarefborough, 

“ They were both of them frequently en¬ 
gaged in converfation at Sir Henry Cioodc- 
lick's ; and the firlt of them came to York, 
where I paid all imaginable civilities to him, 
and received the fame from him: the other I 
waited on at Sir Henry’s, not fufpeding that 
men of their high quality and great efface, 
jcould intend any thing prejudicial to the go¬ 
vernment, or dangerous to themfelvcs; -and 
indeed their outward behaviour was very de-> 
cent and innocent. 

* Two days afterwards I had an exprefs from 
]o:d Picflon, ihe new fcxrctary of Aate, Sun¬ 
derland, whow'as turned papill, and had been' 
liic author of great mifehief fince he had been 
licar the king, being laid afide, to acquaint 
me, that‘'his majefty had given a very kind 
xeception to our leprefentation on the part of 
the ccun ry ; and, that, in compliance there¬ 
with, he had named the duke of Newcaflle to 
be lord-lieutenant of all Vorkihire^ and his 

grace 
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grace coming to town foon after, appointed 
his depuues^njjl militia oiHcers, both horfe and 
foot. • 

“ The king began now, though fatally too 
late, to be fennble of his error, in carrying 
matters to fo eiiormous a length, fit the inlli- 
gacion of popilh counfels, and now rellored fe- 
veral juibces of the peace in moil counties^ as 
alfo the old charters ail England over. He 
now tjuits his hold of the bifhop of London, 
does julHce to Magdalen college, and begins 
again to court the church of England**^ 

We may now proceed to the letter, which, 
from the perufal of this paiTage, may be un¬ 
derflood in the mofl minute particulars ; and, 
perhaps, taken together, they will afford the 
jutteft pidlure of the ftate of the north of Eng¬ 
land at that great crifis; a thing not to be met 
with in any of our hiftories, and yet very ca¬ 
pable of inflru£ling us in points of very gteat 
importance, and in particular fhewing us how 
that great turn came to be Co eafily made ; for 
king James had really fubverted hid own go¬ 
vernment, before he was attacke/i from abroad, 
and, by a Arange mutability of couniels, dif- 
ahled his friends from ailing when he was at¬ 
tacked. 

> Thefe are the mofl curious, antf mofl inte* 
refting parts of hillory; ^and yet, not to be 
written with* any tolerable degree of ceriaihty, 
but from fuch memoirs, and fuch letteri, as 
theA?, where afle^ion iSUed the hearty and truth 
guided the pen. 

£ 6 Mar, 
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Mar, near Doncaftrr, QSt. 6 , i 689 . 

t 

To the Honourable Mr. Bernard Gran¬ 
ville, at the Earl of Bathe’s, St. James’s. 

S J R, 

“ Your having no profpefl of obtaiiting a 
commiflion for me, can no way alter or cool 
iry delire at this important juni^ture, to ven¬ 
ture my life in fome manner or other, for my 
king and country. 

** 1 cannot bear living under the reproach 
cf lying obfeure and idle in a country retire¬ 
ment^ when every man, who has the IcaH {enfe 
of honour, (bould be preparing for the field. 

** You may remember, Sir, with what re> 
fuflance I fubm'tted to your commands upon 
Monmouth’s rebellion, when no impoiCunhy 
could prevail with you to permit me to leave 
the academy: 1 was too young to be hazarded; 
but, give me leave to fay» it is gloiious, sit 
' any age, to die for one’s country j and, the" 
fooner the more noble the faci ifice. 

am now older by three years. My un¬ 
cle, Bathe.was not fo old,, when, he was left 
among the flaiti at the battle of Newberry ; 
nor you yburfclf, Sir, when you made your 
efcape from your tutors, to join your brother 
Mi the defence of Scilly, 


« The 
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** The famd caufe is nowcoxne round about 
again ; the king has been milled ; let thofe 
who have mifled him, be anfwerablc for it; 
no body can depy but he is facred in his own 
perfon, and it is every honed man’s duty to 
defend it. 

“ Xou are pleafed to fay, it is yet doubtful 
if the Hollanders are rafh enough to ntake 
fuch an attempt; but, be that as it will, 1 be? 
leave to inftft upon it, that I may be prefented 
to his majefty, as one whofe utmoft ambition it 
is to devote his life to his fervice,* and my 
country’s, after the example of all my aneef* 
tors. 

** The gentry aflembfed at York, to agree 
upon the choice of reprefentatives for the 
county, have prepared an add refs, to aflure his 
niajeily, they are ready to facrihee their lives 
and fortunes for him, upon this and all other 
oCcahons; but, at the fame time, they humbly 
befeech him, to give them fuch magidrates, as 
may be agreeable to the laws of the land, for 
at preient there is no authority to which they 
can l^ally fubmit. 

They have been beating for volunteers at 
York, and the towns adjacent, to fupply the 
regiments at Hull, but no body will lilL 

** By what I can learn, every Sody wifhes 
well to the king, but they would be glad his 
miniders were hanged. 

** The winds continue fo contrary, that no 
landing can be fo foon is was apprehended; 

there- 
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tlierefore I may hope, with your leave aod 
ailiilance, to be in readinefs before any adiion 
can begin. J bcicech you, Sh*, mod humbly, 
and mod earnedly, to add this one of in> 
-dulgence more, to fo many other teliimonics 
which I have conllantly received of your good- 
nefs: and he pjeafed to believe me always, 
with the utmodduty and fubmidion, 

« Sir, ’ . 

• Your mod dutiful Ton, 

“ and mod obedient fervant, 

♦* Geo, Granville,*^ 


After things were fettled, Mr. Granville 
purfued his (ludles, and gracided his tade for 
poetry in the enjoyments ot private life. 

He was the younger fon of a younger 
•brother, and of courfe much redrained in point 
of fortune; and, as matters were then dtuated 
with bis family, had no rteaibn exped any 
•favours from the adminidration. However, 
the hereditary pnideoce^' his family, though 
it ftipplied*not all de^iences, yet covered all 
.d^fe^s frojn public appearance ; and his exa^ 
behaviour, and corre^ eecoitomy, prevented 
4 he worVd from difcerning^ that Providence, 
^hpngb indulgent in all other refpe^U, had, to 

render 
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reader chat indulgence more beneiicia]| denied 
him riches to the rank in which his 

birth had placed’him. This was the more re- 
m'arkable, becaiife, when he afterwards en¬ 
joyed a more afHuent income, that commenda¬ 
ble ceconoffiy was no more difeejned, which 
had been the ornament of his youth ; where¬ 
as, in mod men, it is either an infirmity^t- 
tending old age, or, at lead, a habit produced 
by experience. 

Being thus excluded from that circle of plca- 
fures in which young men are generally im- 
merfed, and, at the fame time debarred thofe 
padages to fame, in-which the mat rial difpo- 
iition of his family would have inclined him 
to tread,, he druck outamufeinents of another 
kind, and, though by a different road, reached 
the temple of Honour fooner than mod of his 
contemporaries. ^ 

His dramatic pieces were of very different 
kinds, and written in very different manners; 
"but they were all well received, and owed.ihat 
reception to their intrindc merit, as imich as 
to the general edeem and refpeA that all the 
polite .world profeffed for their author. They 
.are, to fay the truth, pieces that have often 
paffed the prefs, without any diminution of 
^hat praife which they received upon the fta^e. • 

We have three plays of his, of which u is 
neceffary to fpcak feparately, and vcrydiilijodl'- 
ly, becaufe there are (evcral circamffaoccs that 
.are fit to be known in relation to them, which 
yet are not mentioned in his works. 


I. The 
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I, The She Gallanti, a ctfmedy, aded at 
the thcatrc«royal in Little-Lincoln% inn fields, 
1696. ^ ’ 

In the advertifement origicially prefixed tn 
this play, it is faid to be the Child of a Child ; 
and it is urged, in the way of ai'ology for it, 
That it was written at an age wnen fomc per* 
fbri^ were but beginning to (pell. 

At firrt it met wdth applaufc j but a ru¬ 
mour being induilrioufly propagated, that it 
was calculated to turn fonie great charadlcis 
into ridkule, a formidable party was raifed 
againft it: notvvithllandir.g which, it was fe- 
vcial limes pla}ed with faccefs. 

The author always averted, that the allufions 
before-mentioned were downright afperAons; 
and, indeed, fuppofing the pky to be wrote in 
1682, (r 1683, or even two or three years 
later, the author muA have been a prophct,^a 5 
well as a poet, to have aimed his fatyr as it 
was fuppofed to have been direfiled. Befides, 
its original intention was private amufemenr, 
and it was an unforefeen accident which 
brought it upon the ftage ; fo that, in this, as, 
it oUen happens, the piece was gulltlcfs; it 
was the inuendo that made the libel; and th« 
apprehenfions of falfe friends, which b;ought 
certain charafilers upon the carpet, for which 
the the play and its author fufered, though, 
in reality, neither was to blame Many years 
after, he corrected it, and gave it a new title, 
and then it was called, Once a Lover, and aK 
ways a Lover, a Comedy. 
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Jn the prifacc, he ohferves, This ij a f)tv 9 
building upon*aa old foundation ; and, that> 
taking it under|exainination, fo many years 
after it Jivas written, he flatters himfclf to have 
made a correft comedy of it. To juflify this 
pains, he fays, that he found it regular, the 
icene conflant to one place, the time not^- 
ceeciing the bounds preferibed, and the adlion 
entire. 

He proceeds to point out the principal alter¬ 
ations that have been made, and conchtdes with 
the following remark. Whether this infant 
dejferved a new coat, or whether, now he is 
provided with one, it may fet him off better, 
IS, with all deference, fubmitted. An author 
flatters himielf very ridiculoufly, if he can fup« 
pofe it in bis power to argue and reafon 
world into jttdging as he himfelf perhaps may 
do of bis own work.” 

In praife of this performance, we And ft 
faid, 1 hat it has a great deal more wit than 
-the flage is generally ufed to ; dialogue equal¬ 
led by lew ; and more juft (atirical obfervatt- 
ons than moft of our modern comedies. 

Thefe, together with the commendations be¬ 
fore given by the author, may be all true^ but 
at the fame time, it is as true, there is fcarce a 
fingle icene, in which there are not exp^-eflioni 
found, unworthy of him, and of the Biittfti 
ftage ;.and for which all the wit, humour, and 
vivacity, with which they are mingled, can 
never atone. Whatever is immodeft is inex- 
cufcuble ; we can never prelume, that he h^s 

corre^on 
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corredion in his view, by wjiofccwritings the 
cormption of his audience is i/i any danger of 
being brought about; and, if the true end of 
the Itage be, to expofe ana ridicule^ vice, it 
looks hke defeating it, to introduce language 
and charaflers of the worftfort, in fuch a man- 
as to make the moft: pieaiiiig impreffions. 

2. Heroic Love, a Tragedy, afted at the 
theatre-royal with great applaufe, 1696, 

This was very julH-y efteemed a capital per¬ 
formance, and, as Mr. Gildon very truly fays, 
it was an attempt to rellorc the antient manner 
of writing tragedy at the expence of the mo¬ 
dern. Jn it, Mr, Granville obferved the 
llii«Sle(l; rules of the antient drama : cheaftion 
is iingle, the fccnc is never varied, and the 
•^itnets the fame with the representation. All 
extravagance, all unnecefTary incidents, are 
cutoff; nothing can be morecorre^. Or more 
free from what is called fuflian, than the dic¬ 
tion of this piece. It is founded upon the 
Iliad, and wrote according to the laws of Ari*- 
Aode; it has been very juftly commended, 
and moft certainly (hews an accurate judgment'’ 
.very capable of curbing even the moil exalted 
genius. It is, however, to fp^ak the truth, ju 
T s our doty, rather free from faults, than 
abounding with beauties; and entertains ohe, 
at leall, as much in the clofet, as it could do 
iOn the theatre. But, notwith(landing this, wc 
iouil allow it great meric, as it (hewed what 
* JDight be done, without having recourfe to im- 
,:probabilities or rant. It is in this light that 
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it mull be confidered) in order to juflify the 
high praifcs giVon the author; and, when 
coniidered in thif| light, it will effedttially juf- 
tify him; wrote as it is, with dignity and 
fpirit, great beauty of fentiment, and without 
any of thofe improprieties which* have been 
objefled to the Englifh tragedy ; no diliorti^M 
of hidory, no incredible h&ions, no (bedding 
erf blood upon thedage ; but all that decoruin 
preferved, which the ftriA rules of criticifm 
demand. , 

It was introduced with all poflible advan¬ 
tages ; the prologue was written by the right 
honourable Henry Sc. John, efq. the epilogue 
by Mr. Bevil Higgons; and both are very hne 
pieces : but what did him the greated honour^ 
were the numerous <complitDents bedowed up¬ 
on his play after it appeared in print; and, as 
great politicians fometimes unite the mod op* 
pdSce intereds, fo our author drew the prailcs 
of parties, feldom heard in commendation of 
the fame thing, the ladies and the critics. But 
what mod have given him the highed pleafure, 
as it was the fureft proof of lus fuccefs, was 
the following incomparable poem o( Mr. John 
DVyden, which alone is foScient to fix his efaa* 
rader with poderity, and to iecare 4 iis reputa¬ 
tion as a poet againfi all the attacks of igno¬ 
rance or envy : a poem that does equal honoor 
to him and to the author, and abounds with 
found fenfe and conclodve argument, delivered 
with all the force of poetry, accompanied with 
all the harmony of numbers, and glowing 

with 
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wifh that difjntercfted rricndihipAvh-ich great 
minds only fed, and which a 'great genius only 
could eji^prefs, * f 

To Mr. Granville. 

On his excellent Tragedy called! 
Heroic Love;. 

« 

Anfplcious poet, wcrt thou not my,friend,, 
How could I envy what F ronft commend f 
But fincc *ti5 Nature’s law, in love and wit. 
That youth fhould reign, and withering age 
fubmit, 

With lefs regret thofe laurels I refigni 
Which dying on my brows, revive on thine. 
With better grace an antient chief may yield 
The long-contended honours of the field, 

Than venture all his-fortune at a caft, 

And fight, like Hannibal, to lofe at lall. 
Young princes, obftinate to win the prize, 
Tho’ yearly beaten, yearly yet they rife: 

Old monarchs, tho’ fuccefstul, fliii In doubt. 
Catch at a peace; and wifely tarn devout. 
Thine be tife laurel then j thy blooming age 
Can bell, if any can, fupport the ftage ; 
Which fo declines, that (hortly we may lee 
Players and plays reduc'd to fecond infancy. 
Sharp to the world, but thoughtlefs of renown,. 
They plot not on the ftage, but on the town. 

And, 
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And, in dcfpaii^ their empty pit to fill,. 

Set up fome fo^ign monller in a bill: 

Thus they jog otf; Hill tricking, never thiiv* 
ing; . 

And murd'ring plays, which they mifcall re¬ 
viving. 

Our fcnfe is nonfenfe, thro’ their pipes 
vey’d ; 

Scarce can a poet know the play he made; 

’7'ib fo difguis’d in death: nor thinks *tis he 

That fuiFers in the mangled tragedy. 

Thus leys Sril was kill'd, and after drell 

For his own fire, the chief invited guell. 


I fay not this of thy ruccefsful feenes; 

Where thine was all the glory, theirs the 
gains: 

With length of time, much judgment, and 
more coil. 

Notill they a6led what they could not fpoil; 

Their fetting-fun* Aill ihoots a glimmering 
ray. 

Like antient Rome, majedic in decay : 

And better gleaning the.r wern foil can boai!. 

Than the crab vintage of the neighboring 
coaft 

This difF’rence yet the judging world will fee. 

Thou copied Horner^ and they copy thee. 


* Mr. Betterton's company In Lincolii*s>uin-£elds.. 
X Drury^lane play>houfe. 


3- The 
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3. The Jew of Venice, mitered from the 
Merchant of Venice, written, by Shakefpear, 
1701. * 

The profits of this play (v'cre deiigned for 
Mr. Dryden, but, upon his death, given to 
his Ton. The prologue was fpoken by the 
jphods of Shakefpear and Dryden, and was 
written by Mr. Bevil Higeons. It was well 
received then, and much eiteemed fince. The 
chief meric of it is, that much of the original 
author is retained, and the alterations chieBy 
confid*in (horte<iing the feenes, and difpacch- 
ing the bufinefs of die play with more veraci- 
ty. . 

To comply with the humour of ih** t m* s the 
Mafqiie of Peleus and Thetis was inrtroduced, 
of which fomething will l>e laid hereafter. 

if the Jew of Venice be more fit tor the 
ilage, the Merchant of Venice will be moll 
edeemed iu the clofet. I'he Icene is Italy, and 
we fee the grave and the comic inanners ot the 
Itai.ans finely preferved. The fentiments are 
truly noble and nervoully expreded ; the mo¬ 
rality is equally linking and pleating; the^ 
characters drongly marked, and yet extremely 
natural ; the whole piece abounding with fen- 
^ble reE^ions, and tbofe very capable of be¬ 
ing applied in the common conduS of life. 
On the whole, we may affirm of this play, 
that fuch as undertiand it beft will adip^rc it 
mod ; and, that, chough it may be rendered 
more falhionable, yet it can never befo altered 
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as to be improved. This was our author’s 
fenfe of the thun^ as well as ours, and there¬ 
fore it is not cemure, but compliment, when 
we fobmit to it. ^ 

He was as true a judge of the powers of raa« 

£c as the harmony of numbers ; and amongd 
the fmall uumber of poets acquainted with 
happy It'crct of combining both withourtru 
juiy to either. What he has written in prole 
would have done him honour upon the fubjeil 
as a critic; but what be has done in verfe, 
does him flill more honour, as it (hewed he 
was able to execute, with fpirit and vivacity, 
what his judgment taught him with the utnioil 
t^orre^ncis. Thefe found, in refpedt to the- 
compolitions, was truly a comment upon the 
fenfe i and one might have expeQcd that what 
he wrote in this llyle (hould have carried the 
opera higher in Britain than even in Italy ; 
but perhaps it has had a contrary efe 4 t. His 
theory has been always itcknowledged perfpi- 
cuous, noble, and jud ; bur, like oth<^r great 
mailers, his practice, upon trial, has l>een 
found inimitable. 

We have before hinted the difficulty of let- 
ling the chronology of our author's writings. 
He cooipaled tnod of his poetical pieces when 
hd was a pesiedl childhe reviewed^ height-** 
ened, and improved ihem, in the middle part 
of hia life; he revifed, correiSled, and gave 
them the lad touches, when hia judgment was 
mod mature. His poetic comp^tions of this 
kiod are but two. 


1. Peleus 
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I. Pcleus and Thetis, a Mafque, originally* 
introduced in the Jew of Venice. 

The whole of this exquidte performance is 
fet to mufic. The argument is, That Peleus, 
being in love with Thetis, by the afTillance of 
Proteus, obtains her f<<vour; but Jupiter being 
alfb in love with the fame immortal beauty, 
cS^rs her from him, and condemns Peleus to 
fuffer endlefs pains on mount Caucafus. There 
he has an opportunity of confuhing Promethe¬ 
us, /killed iu ailrology ; upon whofe prophecy, 
that the fon born of Thetis fhouid prov'e greater 
than his father, Jupiter defi/ls from his pre- 
tenfions, and Peleus, with hisconfent, efpoufes 
Thetis. The reader will allow us to judify 
what has already been advanced, by a ihorc 
quotation towards the end of the mafque* 

Prometheus to Jupiter, 

Son of Saturn, take advice. 

From one whom fhy fevere decree 
Has furni/h’d leifure to grow wife: 

Thou ruP/l the gods, but Fate rules thee. 

The Prophecy, 

Whoe’er the immortal maid compre/Iing, 
Shall tade joy, and reap the''bleiiing ; 

Thus th’ unerring dars advife: 

From that aufpicious night, an heir /hall rife 
Paternal glories to efface, 

^The moll iiludrious of his race, 

Tho* fprang from him who rules the ikies. ^ 

Jupiter. 
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' • 

Japjtcr. [Apart.] 

Shall then the Von of Saturn be undone. 
Like Saturn, by an impious Ton ? 

Juftly th’ impartial fates confpire* 
Dooming that Ton to be the fire. 

Of fu(^ another fon. 

Confeious of ills that I have done* 

My fears to prudence (hall advjfe. 

And guilt* that made me great, fhalj make 
me wife. 

The fatal blefling I relign * 

Peleus take the maid divine^, 

Jove confenting, {he is thine * 

' The fatal blelling I refign J. 

2. The Britilh Enchanters; or. No Magic 
like Love: a Dramatic Poem, with fecne^, 
machines, mufic, and dedbrations, See. 

Our author, in a fliort preface prefixed to 
this work, tells us, that, of all public fpec- 
ucles, that which (hould be called an opera* 
is calculated to give the higheft deiight< there 
is hardly any ait but what is required to fur- 
ni(h towards the entertainment; and there 
fomething or other to be provided', that may 
touch every fenfe and pleafe every palau\^ 

* Giving her to Pclcus, 

X Joins their haiiJs, 

F 


Vot.IX. 


He 
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He obfervcs, that the French opera is per- 
fed in the decorations, the dancing, and mag¬ 
nificence ; the Italian excelstin the murjc-aiid 
voices, but the drama falls Ihort in both. An 
Eiiiglilh Iloqiach, he fays, requires fomething 
folid and fubflantial, and will never rife fatif- 

"Tfliti from a regale of fwcetmeats. W6 hate, 
fiys Tie, fevcral poems under the name of 
Dramatic Opeias, by the belt hands; but the 
fubjt’ds, for the nioft part, have been impro¬ 
perly chofen; Mr, Addifon’s Rofamond, and 
IVlr. Congreve’s Semclc, are rather niafqucs 
than ope 1 as, 

. At the clofe of his preface, n6 gives the 
following account of his own performance, 
which may alfo be ftiled the hilloiy of it. 

“ The unities are rcligiouily obferved ; the 
place is the fame, varied only irrto difTercnt 
psofpeds, by the power of enchantment; all 
the incidents fall within the time of reprefenta- 
tion : the plot is one principal adion, and of 
that hind xvhich introduces variety of turns 
and changes, all tending to the fame point; 
the ornaments and decorations are of a piece 
with it, fo that one could not well fubfirt with¬ 
out the other; every ad concludes with fonic 
onexpeded revolution ; and, in the end, vice 
is punifhed, virtue rewarded, and the moral is 
inltrudivc. Rhyme, which I would by no 
means admit into the dialogue of graver tra¬ 
gedy, feems to me the moft proper Hyle for 

reprefen- 
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rcprefentatigns *of this heroic romantic kind, 
and bed adapt^^ to accompany mufic, Tnd 
folemn language^of a haughty tyrant will, by 
no means, become a paflionate lover; ond ten¬ 
der fentinients require the fofteft colouring : 
the theme mud govern the (lyie, cv^'ery thought, 
every chavafter^ every of a diiTcrc;;)^ ' 

nature, mull fpeak a different language. ^Aa 
humble lover’s gentle addrefs to his inidrds 
would runjble llrangely in ihc Mdtonic d»- 
aled ; and the Toft narmonv of Mr. Walloj’s 
numbers, would ill become the mouths of 
I.ucifer and Belzebuh. 1'he terrihlc and t!)e 
tender, mull be fet to different notes of mulir. 

To conclude ; this dramatic attempt, wa^ ilu* 
hill effay ot a very infant mufe, rather as a tafle 
at fich houis-ai were free from any other ex- 
creift's, than any way meant for public catci- 
t iinment: bjtMr. L'etteiton having had aca- 
fual light of it many )ears after it'was written, 
begged it ibr the ibige, \v);tTC* it found Ih fi- 
voorablc a rccepiiou, as to have an uninter¬ 
rupted run of at lead Forty days. 'J'he repara¬ 
tion of the puincipd aftors, which foon fol¬ 
lowed, and the introdudion of the Italian 
opera, put a flop to its fauher appearance, 
had it been compofed at a riper time of life, 
the faults might have been fewer: however, * 
upon revifing it now, at fo great a dirtance of 
time, with a cooler judgment than the firll 
conceptions of youth will allow, I cannot ah- 
folutcly fay, fciipfiffc pudet.’’ 


It 
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It remains that wc give a fpecimen of his 
power in refpeft to numbers, which is the pre¬ 
rogative of our language, of Ihe moft exten- 
five influence, and which, neftwithAanding, is 
the lead underllood. For this reafon, there¬ 
fore, we will produce fuch an inftance ; and if> 
the Ihort time he is reading it, the reader 
wiA forget Mr. Dryden’s Ode upon St. Ceci¬ 
lia's day, he will not be able to recolledl a 
£ncr piece of lytic poetry in the Brltilh tongue. 

Ode to Discord. 

When Love’s away, then Difeord reigns^ 
The furies he unchains. 

Bids Aeolus unbind 
The northern wind 
That fetter’d lays in caves; 

And root up trees, and plow the plains ; 
Old Ocean frets and raves : 

From their deep roots the rocks he tears, 
Whole deluges lets fly, 

That dafh againft the fky, 

And feem to drown the liars. 

Th’ alTaulted clouds return the fliock. 

Blue light’nings flnge the waves. 

And Ihunder rends the rock. 

Then Jove ufurps his father’s crown« 
lnftru£ling mortals to afpire; 

The father would deftroy the fon, 

.I'he Ton dethrones the fire : 

The 
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The Tittfns^ to regain their right, 

Prepare to iry^a feoond fight; 

Briareus arms his hundred hands, 

Aod inarches forth the bold gigantic baads.^ 

• 

Pclion, upon Ofla thrown. 

Steep Olympias they invade ; 

Gods and giants tumble down, 

And Mars is foiPd by Encclade. 

Horror, confufion, dreadful ire,® 
Daggers, poifon, fwoid, and fire. 

To execute the deilinM wrath confpire i 
The furies loofe their fnaky rods, , 
And lafh both men and gods. 

The chorus repeat the lad flanza. 


He was not one of ihofe fine cafy writer* 
that compofe a poem in a morning, but re¬ 
markably careful and curious about every thing 
he wrote; fo that his verfes never appeared 
till they had undergone a fevere examination; 
and, even after they had received the fain^lioa 
•f public applaule, they were not fafe front 
bis cailigatvon ; he thought he haif a right to^ 
trim and prune the p'rodufls of his imagina¬ 
tion as long and as often as he thought fit, and 
it is certain that he excrcifed this right thro* 
bis whole life. Like Ovid and Tibullus, his 
muie was employed in troofitnucing^e charms 

F 3 of 
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fji bcniry, ab far as they can be tiKnfmitted by 
llifWe of portly, to fucccedirgftinies. He begun 
wbeie Wailcr ended j and, is hp had confer¬ 
red JIT mortality on lady Dorothea Sidney, un¬ 
der the name of Sachariila, fo the conntefs of 
Newboure, who was Granville’s h^Iira, wid 
jtv€,,as lOi'g as the Englilh language : but, as 
much aj he excelled in the amortms, he excel¬ 
led ^dfo in other kinds of poetry ; and had the 
genius and learning, as well as'^ the fpiiit and 
turn, fxf Ovid, as appears cieaily from one of 
the nv:ft beautiful pieces of poetical critlcil'm 
i](af is ary where extant. 

Tr is performance is his elTay on the unnatu¬ 
ral fl ghts in poetry. The earl of Mulgrave, 
afttrvvaids fucccffively diftinguilhed by the ti¬ 
tles of ^.'oImandy and Buckinghamfhlre, had 
wrote an admirable piece, entitled, An Eflay 
oil Poetry ; the earl of Rofeommon had Ike- 
wife written with the fame title upon tranflutcd 
vei fe. 

Our author, to compleat the fubje£f, wrote 
this third eBay, to (hew, that, notwithflanding 
all the notions of poetic liberty, whatever is ' 
abfurd, extravagant, or unnatural, can never 
be either fublime or beautiful. He w'rote like- 
■> aunottlcions to explain, to eilablidi, and 
to confirm his rules, by examples. The fol- 
low'ing inllances will give the reader an idea of 
Itis poem* 


Thus 
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Thus poetry ample fpace to foar, 

Nor needs forUcMen regions to explore; 

Such vaunts as hts who can with piiiencc read. 
Who thus dele:ioes his heroes (lain and dead. 

** * Kill’d as he ivp.«, infcnfible c*f death. 

** He iUli flights on, anJ Iccvns to yield l;i^ 
“ breath.” • 

The noifv cuhcrin, o’erdinrgcd, !et^ fly. 

And bu:d utiaiiriin'^ in in^i jericied fky : 

Such frantic aic liiie a iiTadman’s 

w 

dreLin, 

And Nature fulFors in the v\ide extreme. 

The captive canibal, weigh’d down wkli 
V ,,chains. 

Yet braves his foes, revile*, provokes, ciif- 
dains j 

Of nature fierce, untamct ble, and proud, 

He grins defiance at the gaping crowd ; 

And fpent at lail, and fpecchltTs he lies, 
With looks flill tlireat’ning, mocks their lage 
and dies : 

This is the utmoft flretch that nature can. 

And all beyond is fulfom, faife, and vain. 

I needed not to have travelled !o far for art*' 
extravagant flight, I remember one of BritliL 
growth of the like nature. 



* Arioft:>* 


&e 
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See thofe dead bodies hence convey’d wiih 
care, 

Life may perhaps retwith change of 
air. 


But I chofe rather to correal gently by fr»- 

exairp!-,^ hopln;; that fuch as are con* 
Oi' Usi K'ce exrrjlcs, will tnkc the hint, 
ant’, f'.’crti-y nprovi’ tlv'nrcb’cs : it may be 
p h: iGi' fc.mc a*jr; t;.> to uiainoiin rage and 
to tl'o lift but the foul and 

boOy once parted, iheic muil nccelTiril) be a 
deterrurnation of adion. 


. Qujdcunquc oflv.ndis mihi fic iccretlulus odi, 

T canno! ]ori)'?at quoting cn this occafion, 
us an fxarqd*:' lor thepirlcnt purpofe, two no¬ 
ble j.ncs of jafper Main’s, in the Colledion 
cf the Oxford VtiTc.s, printed in the yeadr 
j6q^, upon ttjL death of iny grandfather, Sir 
Bevil Granville, flain i-j the lieat of adion, ac 
the battle of Lanfdouoe, The poet, after 
havinj; defetibed the fyht, the ^oldiers, ani- 
mated by the example of their leader, and en¬ 
raged at his death, thu.^ concludes : 

_ ^ 

Thus he being/lain, his adion fought anew, 
Andth^ dead conquer’d, whilll the living dew.. 

This is agreeable to truth, and within the 
compafs of nature . it is thus only that the*' 
^ dead can a^. 


Beauty’s 
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Beauty’s th^ theme: fome nymph divinely 
fair * 

Kjtcitcb the muu;; let truth be even there. 

p^iinters Hatter, (b may poets too. 

But to reiemblancc iiiUll bs; ever true. 




** * The day !hat Ihe waj )•: ■ C.yf ' in 

“ quceo 

** Had like r’iiave d'/u rhro'v'a-^; thn;' 
“ Ipicer. : 

The traces in a hu.<jv i‘ the 

♦ - ' 

** '['>} 0;i' : "i‘. u> ia-v eyes ; 

** ^ 'S' I'tr Jjeart 3 plaCPp 

** W ou'vi ui'- ii in hv- 

•' ixe^r 


Tho’ wrric by C^> 

thtTe, 

Such civil non(fM,fb fu’c c 
Waller, the :k H oi" li*, 
1 o liidt the hiu .ii ' . - ' 


rniidii", I'lch lilies aft 

ihl never nlcafc ; 

, ;-‘r'd tnun. 

G’ io'j fwain, 

w 


Le jour qa’ lie a^iuit ^^enas Men iin-' 
mo,-telle, 

Penlii moarir de honU'i en la voyant ii bellc> 
Les graces a I’covi dcfcendirent dcs cieux 
Pour avoir Thoneur d’ accompagiier fqs yeu^,* 
Kt Tamour qui ne put encre dans Ion courage, 
Voulout obitinemeiu loger for ibn viiage. 

* CorneiUef 
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'Lhii i? a lover’s deftription of bis millrcfs^. 
Ijy the great Corneille; civil to be fare, ard 
polite as any thing can be. Let any body turn 
over Waller, and he will fee how much more 
ratorally and delicately the Englifli author 
treats liie article^of Love, than thecclebiated 
^^icnchman. 

IVould not, however, be thought, by any 
derogatory quotation, to take from the merit 
of a writer, whofe reputation is fo unive^laI^y 
and fo jullly eftablilbed in all nations ; 1 ut I 
faid before, I rather choofc, where any failings 
are to be found, to correct my own country- 
sicn by foreign examples, than to piovoke 
' '^hem by inftances drawn from their ow'n writ- 
tngs. Humanum eft crrarc, 

J cannot forbear one quotaticfn more from 
'-another celebrated French author. It is an-epi- 
5 )ram upon a monument for Francis I. king of 
i'ianro, byway of queftion and anfwer; which 
in Engliih is verbatim thus: 

Under this marble, who lies buried here ? 
Francis the Great, a king beyond compare* / 
Why has fo great a king fo fmall a ftone ? 

Of that great king here’s but the heart alone, 
^JTen ot conqueror here lies but part; 

Ko—here he lies all—for he was all heart, 

TKe author was a Gafeon, to whom I can 
properly oppofc nobody fo well as a Welftiman; 
for which purpofe 1 am farther furniflied from 
%hic fore‘mentioned Q>lle^on of Oxford verfes, 
?? with 
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with an epigi^m, bv Martin LIucliin, upon 
the <ame which I remernber to ha\e 

heard often reptfeted to me when I was a boy. 
Befides, from whence can we draw better ex¬ 
amples, than from tlie very feat and nurieryof 
themufes? 

Thus flain thy valiant anceftor did lie,, • 
When his one bai k a navy did defy ; 

When now encompafs’d round he viclor flood, 
And bath’d his pinnace in his conquhing 
blood> • 

’Till all the parple current, dry’d and fpenr. 
He fell, and made the waves his monument. 
Where Ihall the rc.M fam’d GraaviJie*o aint^. 
Hand ? 

Thy granduie's Alls the fea, and thine the land* 

I cannot fay the two lafl lines, in vvhiiiii 
confills the iling or point of the epigram, are 
llri<fl!y cp.iformable to the rule heiein fet down; 
the word aihes, metaphoricidly, can lignify 
nothing but fame, which is mete found, and 
can fill no f^ ace either oLUnd or lea: thtf 
Wellhman, however, null be allowed to have 
outdone the Gafeon. I’he fallacy of the French 
ep’gram appears at full iigiit: but thcEngidli 
flrikes the fancy, fufpends and dar//Jcs ,the* 
j,udgment, and may, perhaps, be allowed to 
pafs under the fhelier of thole .daring hyper¬ 
boles, Avhich, by prefenting an obvious mean- 
mg, make their way, according to bencca 
through incredible to tru^e, 

F 6 
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At the a^icffflian of q^ieen Annc,^ he Hood aJS' 
'fair in the general efttem as- any man of his 
age, which was aboiit five a'^d twenty. His 
father, who was jail dead, had made fome pro- 
Vifion for 4 iim ; and his uncle, the earl of 
Bath, who did not furvive him long, had alfo 
•.left Mr. Granville a fmall annuity ; which, 
widA the credit of his coufin, foon after cre¬ 
ated lord Granville of Potheridge, engaged 
him to come into parliament; and he was ac¬ 
cordingly chofen for Fowey, in the firft parlia¬ 
ment of the queen, with John Hicks, efq. 

Soon after, he puhliihed, in conjun^ion 
with fevcral other patriots, one of the orations 
-►*of Demot^Des, in order to excite a proper 
fpirit in the nation againfl France ; for, as an 
eminent writer obfcrvcs, the Tories were at 
this time looked upon as fincerely inclined to 
vigorous meafures. This new fpecimen of lu 
leratore gained him many friends, at the fame 
time that i\ added highly to his reputation, and 
is ftill in very great edeem. 

As fiew countries we^e ever blefled \^ith more 
great men at one feafon than this ifland at chat 
ume, we may obferve, that, in no period that 
can be alGgned, there ever appeared a truer or 
a waxmer/piric of liberty ; it was to keep op 
this Ipiritj that fome of our ableH patriots 
thought it might be expedient to cranflate fome 
of the beft orations of DemoAhenes, as con¬ 
taining the moA perfoaiive arguments to ani- 
^taiate fubje^s of a free Aate, to exert their 
lamoft ilrength in oppofing the pemkiQiis 4 e- 
^ iigna 
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Sgns of an amT^icions and ovtr bearing neigh¬ 
bour ; they thought it very fortunate^ that, as 
witboit any nj^nifell abfurdity they might 
compare their government to that of 
Athens; there was, at the fame time, fo great 
and fo apparent a likencfs between the charac¬ 
ters of Philip of Macedon and Lewis thr 
Fourteenth, • 

We know not whether it was choice or ac¬ 
cident, that determined our author to the ie- 
•cond Olynthian ; but, whatever determined 
him, we may very boldly fay, thA he has 
tranflated it with equal hdelicy and beautyr 
and, wkhout either forcing the (enfe or drain¬ 
ing the fpirit, has rendered it as applicable to 
the fufaje£L whkh was the common ohjeft of 
all the trandators, as could be expedted or 


even defired. 

it has been faid, that fome of them made 
too free with the French trandator, conhdering 
ihe author’s eloquence was to be fumed againli 
a French prince; this certainly was not Mr, 
(Granville’s cafe; and. to (hew how admi¬ 
rably be did his part, and at the fame time to 
fhew how the good fenfe, and found reaibning 
of one age may fquare with the circamdances 
of another, though at a great ^didance, we 
will prefume to give a few paragraphs, anS 
appeal to the reader’s own judgment, whether 
the advice given in them, may not be read 
with edification even in our age, 

What time fo proper for adlion? w 
eccafion lb happy ? aad when can you hope 

ftt 
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fuch another, if this be negl^Lled ? haa not 
Philip, contrary to all treaties, infaltcd you in 
Thrace ? Does he not, at this'inllant, iiraiten* 
and invade your confederates, whom you have 
folemnly fworn to protect ? is he not an im¬ 
placable enemy ? a faithlefs ally ? the ufurper 
4}f provinces to which he has no title or prC'- 
teneV- ? a llranger, a barbaiian, a tyrant ? and, 
indeed, what is he not ? and yet, O ye im¬ 
mortal gods ! when we iliall have abandoned 
ail things to this Philip ; when, by the indif¬ 
ference of foine, by the treachery of othersr^ 
we have*, as it were, added force and wings to 
his ambition, we fliall yet make ourfelves a 
greater fcorn to our enemies, by upbraiding 
and loading each other with the reproach. 
Each party, though equally guilty by their di*- 
vifjons of the common calamity, will be in>- 
"puting the mifearriage to his neighbour; and, 
though never ib confeious, every one will be 
ejccufing hiirtfclf, by laying the blame on ano¬ 
ther : as, after the lofs of a battle, not a man 
that fled but accufes his companion, condemns 
his general, and, feparately examined, no OQe 
takes ihame to himfclf, each fhifling the cont- 
mon d'fgrace from nne to another ; but yet it 
is certain, tjiat every individual nun who ga\^ 

■ ground was equally aeceflary to the general de¬ 
feat, The man who accufes his companion 
jaiight have Rood Arm himfclf, had he pLeafed; 
and that which was a route, might have been 
^. vfelory. Such is the pride and fo|ly of par¬ 
ties overborne and fwayed by perfonal preju¬ 
dice;, 
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dice ; facrificin^ the public to private refert- 
Hjcnt, and cha/ging each other with mifeam- 
ages for which ifiey are every one equally ac¬ 
countable. A manager for one fide propofes, 
he is fure to be oppofed by a manager for the 
other, not gently and amicably, but with heat, 
malice, and unbecoming icfledion ^ let a thirds 
more moderate, aiife, his opinion is not m be 
received, but as he is known to be engaged in 
a party. What good can be hoped from fucH 
a confufion of councils, direded only by pre¬ 
judice or partiality, in defiance to fftnfe and 
right reafon ? If no advice that is given is la 
be received, but as it fuits the humours of a 
party, or flatters the diflempers of the 
it is not his fault who fpeaks honeflly, but 
youis, who refolve to be deaf to all arguments 
that difpleafe you. In debates for the public, 
we are not to feek what will pleafe, but what 
will profit. If our wilhes exceed what we have 
means to accomplifh, we mull contrad our 
wilbes, and confire them to whatis^thin our 
power. Let the Gods have your prayers, to 
grant what is out of your reach, nothing is im- 
poffible to them; but we, who have only hu¬ 
man means to adl by, mull be governed fay 
circumllar.ces, doing as well as we can, and 
trufling the reft to Providence/' • 

1 he reader, upon the perufaJ^ will certainly 
concur with us, in opinion, that he cculdjuJr 
have cbofen a fitter oration then this; one more 
applicable to the end propofed^ or which al¬ 
luded 
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luded more clearly to the ftate o( the times} 
§0 that the advice of Demoflheoics, though he 
lived To many ages before, a^d at fuch a di- 
ilance from us, is brought direflly home; and» 
from the iimiliarity of the conjandlures, his ex¬ 
hortations as properly adapted to the people of 
Britain then, as they were to the citizens of 
Athens when delivered. 

His fortune received fotne improvement from 
Hn accident, in all ocher refpeds, big with ir<- 
leparable lofs, the death of his brother Sir 
Bevil G^ranville, looked upon, at that time, as 
the riling hopes of the family, who had given 
fuch early proofs of magnanimity, as had dif- 
-;^rmcd the rage of party, and, at the time of 
His deceafe, was univerfally acknowledged to 
be a mod deferving olHcer, and a gentleman 
equally idiHinguilhcd by amiable and eltimable 
■ qualities. 

Sir Bevil received the honours of knight¬ 
hood from king James il. in the camp at 
Hounllow, on the twenty-lecond of May, 
]686, and was afterwards fent by his uncle, 
•the earl of Bath, to the ifland of Jerfey. He 
•was Iteutenant-colonei of the earl of Bath’s 
Yegiment of the revolution, became afterwards 
colonel, an^ was at length promoted to the rank 
'’of major-general, behaving, upon all occa- 
^ems, with equal fteadineis and courage: in 
4b>e battle of Steenkirk, particularly, be fig- 
tiaiized himfelf more than any officer in the* 
• army. 


This 
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This battk ^as fought on. Sunday the third 
p{ Auguft^ 1692 f the army of the allies being 
.commanded by ^ing Williami and that of the 
French by the tnarihal duke de Luxcmburgh* 
The vanguard being opprefled by numbers, 
and count Solmes negleding to Tupporc them, 
out of envy to the Englifh, and diilaflelo the 
prince of Wirtemburgh, ^vho commanded ; 
and having at lail lent horfe indcad of foot, 
cxprefly contrary to the royal orders, to their 
relief, his majefty, who forefaw the confe* 
quences of this ill condu^l, exerted* himfelf 
with the utmoil vigour to repair it, though by 
this time the foot were a mile diftant from the 
troops that were engaged, and had alrea<^ 
fuffered fevcrely. However, the king made 
all pcriTiblc diligence to get the infantry up, 
ordering a brigade to march to the wood, and 
foimiog a line of battle in the plain with fuch 
foot as could come up. 

The cagernefs of the foldiers to follow and 
engage the enemy, was fuch, that they put 
themlelves into fame diforder, and to^ k more 
tilne to form their batudlions than could now 
be fpared ; fo that, before they could reach the- 
wood, the vanguard aad infantry of the left 
wing being overpowered by thirty battalliona 
of the enemy, who charged them concinuall^T 
one after another, and by a freih body of dra^- 
goons biought up by boufBera, >they werd' 
forced to retreat in great confufton, and to 
leat'e the wood to the eneoues poiTeffion. . 

The 
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The Engli/h life-guards owed their prclerva* 
tion to the Danifh foot-guards; and aregU 
iwcntof Lunenburgh, comntendcd by the ba* 
ion of Pibreck, being in diforder upon the 
ilcirt of the .wood, and the colonel hinvfelf 
dangcroufly wounded upon the place, Sir Bc^ 
.vil Gran\ille, who commanded the earl of 
BaiVi’s regiment, marched up to his relief, re¬ 
ceiving the enemies fire before he fulfered his 
battalion to difeharge. By this method he 
lodged liimfelf in the narrow way near the 
wood, brdered Ms ferjeants to carry off baron 
Pibreck, and maintained his poll till he was 
commanded to leave it by the prince of Naf. 
Au. 

The king, enraged at the difappointroent of 
the vanguard, for want of timely relief, cx^ 
preiibd his concern by often repeating thefe 
words, ^ Oh, my poor Englilh, bow they arc 
abandoned nor would he admit count Solmes 
to his royal prefence for many months after. 
But coniidering that the attack was not to be 
renewed without endangering the lofs of the 
army, Luxemburgh being confiderably rein¬ 
forced by boufRers, and beiides the night 
drawing on, his n>ajeil;y commandad a re¬ 
treat ; wbi^h was performed with admirable 
"iOTder, and without any great diilarbance from 
the enemy, who never durft engage the Eur^ 
ghlb in the rear. 

After the death of kine William, in the 
year ijoj, we find Sir Bevil Granville ad¬ 
vanced 
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^anced to be governor of Rarbadoes, v^iih a 
"xed falaiy of •two thoufand pounds a year, 
lie was extremeljt welcome to the inhabitants 
at his fijft arrival, though he had not been long 
theie before djfputes arofe which were gradu¬ 
ally carried to a very g.cut heighih, and, in 
conjundion with the warmth ol the climate, 
had fuch an operation on his health, thift he 
folliciied his recall ; and having obtained it, 
went on board an infeded fliip, and died in 
his paflage home, on the fifteenth of Septem* 
ber, 1706, in the flower of his age,*urimar. 
ried, and univerfally lamented. 

He ferved in pailiament for the boiough of 
Fowey, in the county of Cornwall, in tl^p 
reign of king James; and under that of king 
William he was tleded for that of Leftwi- 
thiel. 

Mr. Granville bore this blow of fortune wdth 
great fteadinefs, and continued to dedicate his 
more ferious hours to the fervicc of his coun¬ 
try, and to fpend his moments of leifure with 
the mufes, whom he courted with dignity and 
freedom, and not with that eagernefs and 
fondnefs which render men pedants even to 
poetry. 

He tontinred to ferve in thc^parliamcnts 
called in the fourth and feventh vears .of the 
fame queen's reign. In the enluing parlia¬ 
ment, chofen in the ninth year of the quecn» 
he was cledled for the borough of Helfton, and 
alfo knight of the (hire for the county of Cora¬ 
ls all, for which he ferved, 

Cii 
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On the great change which hapfj^ened in the 
aut&mn of 1710, he came ^n!o employment 
with his friends; and on Mti^aelmas-day waa 
declaicd fecretary at war in the room of the 
late earl of Orford, then Robert Walpole, 
efq. He continued in this office for fomc 
time, and difeharged it with great capacity. 

'fowards the clofe of the next year, he 
cfpoufed lady Mary, daughter of Edward ViU 
Tiers, earl of Jerfey, at that time the widow of 
Thomas Thyne, efq. from whom (he enjoyed 
a conficfcrable jointure, and by whom (he was 
the mother of the late lord-vifcount Wey¬ 
mouth. 

» On the thirty-firft of December, 17ii, he 
was, in confideradon of the great and eminent 
fcrvices of his anceJflors, and his own confpi- 
ous merit, created a peer of Great-Britain, by 
the tide of lord Lanfdowne, baron of Bidde- 
ford, in the county of Devon. Amongft the 
name ous creations at that time, there was 
i\one that gave greater fatisfadlion to one fide, 
or lefs offence to the other, than this. 

His lord (hip was apparently the next male'* 
In that noble family* ih which two peerages 
had extinguiffied almofl together His perfonal 
merit was wnivcrfally allowed; and, with re¬ 
gard to his political fentiments, even thofe who 
thought him mod miffaken, allowed him to be 
open, candid, and uniform; exprefling himfclf 
frankly upon all occafions, and (hewing rather 
more warmth when in oppofliion to power. 

thaou 
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tlian when lys notions Teemed to receive a fa^ 
vourable colour*frbai faihion. 

He flood alwajh^gh in the favour of queen 
Anne, and with great reafon, having, upon 
every occahon, teilified the greateft zeal for 
her government, and the moil profound re- 
fpedl for her perfon. We need not wonder, 
therefore, that, in the fucceeding year, he 
was advanced to the poll of comptroller of the 
houfhold; and, on the eighteenth of Augull, 
fworn of her majedy’s moll honourably pnvy- 
council. 

About that time twelvemonth, he became 
treafurer of the houihold, being fucceeded in 
his former employment by Sir John StonC'T 
houfe. Mis lord (hip continued in this pofl 
during the remaining part of the queen’s 
reign, and till his majefty, king George, was 
pleafed, on the eleventh of October, 1714, to 
beftow it upon the earl of Cholmondeley. 

His connedlions with the tory minillry, and 
the generoiity of his difpofition, which would 
not allow him to defert his friends in their di- 
ilrefs, induced him to with them in the be¬ 
ginning of that monarch’s reign, when we find 
hb name amongfl thofe lords who protefied 
againil the bill for attainting Henry^ lord-vif- , 
count Bolingbroke, and allb againft that for 
attainting James duke of Ormond, unlyfs they 
ih^rendered by a day certain. 

Thi;s ileadinefs of his lord (hip, in the fup- 
pot( of his old frieiids; expofed him, as he 

mufii 
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mud forefee it would, to many inconvenien»r 
cics j for, upon the infnrreftio'ns in Scotland 
and England, his Iord<hip,^dfDugh he was one 
of thofe who figned the proclamation of king 
Geoige thp Firlt, upon the demife of her ma- 
jedy queen Anne j yet he was feized, as a 
fufppdlcd perfon, on the twenty-fixth of Sep¬ 
tember, 17151 and committed prifoner to the 
Tower of London, where he continued a long 
time. 

At this unfortunate jun^lnre, the well-in¬ 
tended officioufiiefs of one of his fervants, dc*” 
Drived the w^orld of feveralexccll mt pieces that 
had fallen f'om his pen, by ha.'lily comnitting 
to the flames fome pap:^rs, of which he hadob- 
ferved his lord to be particularly careful. The 
lofs was irreparable ; for his lordfhip, being 
tender of !he productions of his youth, fufft rea 
irto copies to betaken, 'till, by repeated cor- 
reClions and improvements, he had reconciled 
them to his maiurer judgment. 

He was at length difeharged from his tedi¬ 
ous imprifonment, on the eighth of Februa-y, 
1717, when all dangers were over. His lord- 
(hip’s being fet at liberty, was highly fatisfac- 
tory to the polite part of the world, as he was 
- a diftingidlhed patron of letters, and ever 
chcrifhed in others thofe arts by which he had 
rifen himfelf into univerfal efteem. 

We find him, in I7I9'» as vigorous as cveF 
in the houfe of lords, as appears by his fpeech 
againil repealing die aCt to prevent occaflonal 

con* 
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^conformity ;#to which, in point of eloquence 
and fpirit, ihercTye very few harangues in our 
language thatoujki^to be preferred. 

About three years afterwards, bis lordfoip, 
for the fake of his health, and for other rea* 
fons, thought fit to go abioad, an& continued 
out of the kingdom for fevcral years. It was 
during this-fpacc, that the firft volume of^the 
bifhop of Saram’s Hiftory 6f his own Times 
was made public ; and, as that work made a 
very great noife, ii is no wonder that Ijis lord- 
fliip perufed it with attention ; and finding the 
charadlers of the duke of Albemarle and the 
ead ot Bath treated in a manner he thought 
they.did not deferve, his lordfhip formed "the 
defign of doing them jullice. This lod him 
to look into the works of other hiftorians, 
more efpecially thofe of tlie earl of Clarendon 
and Mr. Archdeacon Echard; where finding his 
great-uncle Sir Richard Greenvile more rough¬ 
ly treated, and his lordfhip having in his hands 
memoirs capable of letting his conduit in a 
fairer point of light, he refolved to follow the 
didates of his duty and his inclination, by 
publilhing his fentiments upon theTc heads and 
giving the world thofe lights which, in refpeft 
to them, they had long wanted. • ^ 

' At his return to England, in 1732, he made 
this work of his .public, which was generally 
well received, as.being written with great fpi¬ 
rit, and wonderful beauty of exprefiion; and, 
being full of new difcoverie=, gave the lovers 
€)f perfonal hiftory infinite facisfailion.—1- 

ilow- 
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However, there wanted not fome who'thought' 
themfelves obliged in honour to oppofe his 
lordfhip for very particula;iie€ii(bns. Amongft 
thefe Mr. Oldmixon was the hril; and, tho’ 
he was natarally of a very warm temper, em¬ 
barked early in an oppoHce caule, and in fome 
things had copied the authors his lordOiip con¬ 
demned ; yet, upon this occafion, he wrote 
with temper, made his lordihip great concef- 
iions, and contented himfelf with defending 
only a few points, and thofe too not the moil 
material in his lordihip’s performance. 

The neareil relation of the deceafed prelate 
looked upon himfelf as obliged to enter the 
Kils alfo with his lordihip; and, tho’ more 
might have been urged in his excufe than for 
any other man in a cafe of this nature, if he 
had tranlgrelTed a little the rules of modera¬ 
tion, yet he really wants it not; his diicourfe 
is written with great coolneis and calmnefs ; 
and, while he fays every thing that was in his 
power to fay, and in the ilroogeH terms poili- 
ble, there is nothing that has fo much as an 
air of vehemence, much lefs of ill manners; 
Nay, this writer forbore making any attack^-- 
till his lordihip had anfwered his former anta** 

, goniil, Miv Oldmixon, in a letter dated from 
Oid-Windfor, on the twenty'fecond of Au- 
gull, 1732 ; in which his lordihip made a full 
return of candour and civility. 

But, in the fpringofthefucceeding year, his 
lordihip met with an opponent of a very dif¬ 
ferent cail, in Dr. Colbatch, of Trinity-col¬ 
lege 
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lege, Cambcidge, who undertook to vindicate 
the memory of Mr. archdeacon Kchard, in 
reference to his of the marriage-treaty 

between Charles the Second and the infanta of 
Portugal; and this he has done, with great 
vigour and judgment, but at the fame time 
with too much afperlty. He was a perfon 
fe£kly well acquainted with the fubjed, as havf* 
ing refided long in Portugal, and made the po*- 
litical affairs of that country his iludy. He 
was alfo a great rnafter of argument, and 
thought himfelf at liberty to retort, where it 
was in his power, any obfervation ; to cenfure 
every efcape in expreillon ; and to criticife his 
lordihip as an author, without paying too mucit 
regard to bis quality. 

He had bencr fortune than either of his 
predece^fs; he attacked the.weakell part of 
his lordlhip’s book; and, knowing the advan* 
cage he had, kept ileadily to that hngie pointy 
without wandering into other pisrts of the diih 
putc, 

Hu lordihip prudently declined an anfwej^ 
and contented himi'clf having a$3rded 
the.repuhlio of Imters an opportunity of feeing 
feveral pointa of £ngli& hiilory thoroughly 
fifeed, and fimie new fafb brought* to light; 
which otharMd&, inaU prob^lUy, had teen 
teiried, in obliidon. 

We have already roade &oh abundant pfe of 
hU lordfeiip’a writings^ as clcjprly.to pmvo.whac^ 
ever hath been oflerted; bsi^ fQt:tteiamfac^ 
Vor^-lX. G tion 



•« 


122 BRITISH PLUT^ARCH. 

*ion of the reader^ we will ftill liibjoin fome 
4 rther inftances in this place^ ‘ 

In reference to the loyajif^of the county of 
Cornwall, our author has produced a very re* 
tnarkable letter from king Charles L dated 
from his camp at Sudlcy-caftle, on the tenth of 
September, 16435 of whiLh he informs us, 
that there is a copy hung up in almoft every 
church and chapel in the county. 

In reference to Sw Bevil Greenvile, he has 
furnifticd us 'with much ; in regard to Sir Ri¬ 
chard Greenvile, with a great deal more; but 
Hill there are fome things wanting, tivat would 
give us much farther lights upon this fubjefi, 

^ Whitlocke has preferved a circumftance we 
meet with no were elfe; and, though but a 
rumour, and a falfe rumour too, is of fome 
confequence to that gentleman’s chafader. 
After the defeat of Eilhx, in Cornwall, it was 
reported, and believed, that the king had cre¬ 
ated that gentleman baron of Ledwithiel, an 
undeniable evidence, that common fame at¬ 
tributed to him the honour of that adtibn. 

We know not what is become of that rela¬ 
tion which Sir Richard is laid not only to have 
vvritteiii but to have printed and publilhed, of 
his own tondud in the weH: and we are al(b 
in the dark .as to the death of his only Ton: all 
that his lorddiip knew, was, that he (uHbted 
for his father’s principle: all we have been able 
to difeover fartoer, is the dme^ of his death; 


which was on the eighthof March; ifScy-S, 

Many 
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Many things\elating to the reftoration, we 
h-ive a)readf h^d occation to mention, and {e« 
▼eral more hel(j^ to other at tides, which 
tiicreiore it wjufS^be i/nproper to mention 
here. But there is a fa^l with regard to king 
Charles's queen Catharine, and he^* capacity of 
bearing children; which, through his lord- 
fiiip’s means, has been fiated in a pretty Aiong 
light; and which, for that reafon, ought not 
to bo overlooked. 

In reference to this, his lordihip fays, “ As 
to tiie incapacity of the infanta bearing of chii>- 
dren, it was never proved nor acknowledged: 
on the contrary, I have heard many ladies of 
equal quality to the duchefs of Guadaloup^ 
fomc of them my near relations, who had the 
honour to attend upon her n^jefty's perlbn, 
from herhr^ coming into England to her dying 
dayi affirm it lo have b en a Calfc imputation ; 
and that‘ffie was twice declared to hejwitli 
-child, is an undeniable proof of it." 

> This, point is very fully explained by the 
the following commentary of Dr, Colebatch. 

, «< Whether matters of thiafort be capable 
of proof, is more than I know t iit is noflikely 
they’ll be acknowledged by the .peifons con¬ 
cerned. It was caule fuiHcient for the c^an-> 
deilor to take the alarm; and to warn hisma-* 
fter of tne danger, in cafe, the thtlng; Was. be¬ 
lieved upon any probable preemptions 

** Mr. Echard, I'm fare, hath- dealt fairly 
with bis reader, by acquainting him with what 

on one 
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which he had for the mod pan from rnyfelC 
He fays very truly, that this fuppdfed incapa¬ 
city could not be imputed to^he infanta’s age 
or country. J have ieen a'^oman^ near Lif- 
bon, with a child of her own in her arms, 
who feemed^ to be near fifty years , and upon 
my taking notice of it, was told, that women 
their, if they marry fooner than thoie of other 
countries, which is commonly the cafe, fooner 
ceafe to bear children, and not otherwife. So- 
that, if there was any truth in the report con* 
earning the incapacity of thisprincefs, it mud^ 
as. the archdeacon obferves, be upon account 
of fome peculiar infirmities of body. But 
filch a report there certainly was, and that be** 
fore the marriage was compleated. 

Mr. John Pollexfen, a countryman of 
your lord (hip’s, was a perfon ib eminent 
divers refpeds, that, in all likelihood^ he was 
weJi known to your lordfhip; and, if fb, he 
nay have acquainted you with what I have 
heaid from him myfelf; namely, that, when 
the earl of Sandwich came with the fleet to. 
condu& the queen to England, this master 
was the convmen fobjeft of difeourie anmngp 
•our merchanin at I^ibon ; and that they (he,, 
Mi\ Pollexfen, being one.of the number) 
^^fdbated m his lordfhip, that the. king won 
not like to hate ifTue by his, msrmge. Fof^ 
iibly the report'may have been coahrmed; if 
•not railed by ^the duchefs of Goadaloupa, 
whoTe brother, the-duke of Aveiro, went over^ 
from Fbrtcfgal to Cakile (and die wdth hm^ 
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;is 1 fuppol^) giboMt the time when the marri^ 
ages was agree(||i^OD« 

I am fare, S* Robert told me, that, be¬ 
ing at Madrid when the news came thither of 
our queen's mifcarriage, he waited on that 
kidy to acquaint her with it ; which having 
done, he added, that there being now caufe to 
expe^ a future pregnancy, he hoped it would 
be attended with more happy fuccefs. But the 
duchefs, who had been acquainted with the 
queen from her infancy, and in tbe^nurfery, 
(they are Sir Robert Southwell's own words) 
ihaking her head, gave him to onderfland, 
that flie looked upon fuch hopes to be altoge¬ 
ther ground leis^ 

** 1 have, as I told Mr. Echard, feveral 
dimes heard the fame thing affirmed by one 
lady, who had the honour of being allied to 
your lordihlp’s family, and was the only pro* 
tedant, of her rank and fex, tliat attended the 
queen at Li/bon ; I mean the lady Wycbe ^ 
who declared, that, to her knowledge, her ma- 
jedy was in a child-bearing condition till after 
king Charles’s death. 

** 1 doubt not but tbat^ach of thefe ladies, 
had fbme particular reaibn^on which to ground 
their opinion ; fo that great deferenne is due^ 
both to the tedimony of one and of the ether. 
But 1 do not fee how any diffisrence in their 
quality fhould affefl the credibilRf of their 
evidence on either iide,” 

In proof, however, of fo much of the faff, 
as that this matur, which ought always to 

G 3 have 
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have been kept fecret, was very early the to¬ 
pic of diftourfe, and occa^>ned fomc very 
flrange reports in Portugal's well as in En- 
land. 

We fiiaJI tite a pafiage of Sir Robert South * 
welPs letter, the rather becaufe it will give 225 
a hi^t of thofe by whom fuch ftorics were pro¬ 
pagated, no doubt, with the pious intention of 
deftroying gradually the Englifh intereft in every 
court in Europe. This letter of Sir Robert's 
is directed to lord Arlington, and is dated De¬ 
cember 2, 1667. 

“ J w'ould not omit to tell your lordlhip of 
one queilion which the queen alked me ; 
which was, Whether the queen of England 
was not divorced from his majeHy ; which flie 
laid (he had heard ; as alfo that the duche&' 
was in like manner from his royal highnefs, 
and all the children declared illcgitimace. 

** Your lordlhip may imagine in what con- 
fufion 1 was, to hear her difeourfe on this fuh- 
jedl; and the indullry I ufed to efface thefc im- 
preffions; adding, for one conviction, ijie 
ftriClnefs of the commands I had now' newly 
received, to follicit the refiduc of the portion. 
Upon wbiqh her majefty prelbntly applied the 
^dilcourfe, pleading the poverty of the king¬ 
dom more fenfibly than one who had talked of 
her departure from' it. But, as to the report 
aforefoid, it is hardly credible how hotly it was 
clifcourfed in this town about ten days ago, 
and even that her rnajelly was already em¬ 
barked ; and it is now, in like manner, flowi% 

all 
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ull over the kingdom : and, though 1 do be¬ 
lieve that foflK>wild letters have, from the Por* 
tuguefe in Eng^^d, been writ hither to this 
efFc<!;i, yet I am fuffcthe French*have fomented 
it with all the vigour they could,” 

An eminent prelate having rf*ported in his 
biftory, that the duchefs of Portfmouth had 
told Mr. Henley, of Hampfliire, that fhft be¬ 
lieved king Charles tlie Second was poifoned, 
lord Lanfdowne, who was at Paris, where the 
duchefs of Portfmouih was living, procured 
the queftion to be alked her, Whethdl- fhe had 
ever faid fo or not; to which the duchefs an- 
fvvered. That (lie did not remember her beint; 
fo much as acquainted with Mr. Henley : 
which his lordfoip looked upon as a clear con¬ 
futation ; whereas others thought it a mere 
evaiion ; and, that, if there had been no truth 
in it, her grace would peremptorily have de¬ 
nied the fafl, iollead of reflediirig upon tho 
memory of the prelate, which Ihe did in very 
coarfe terms. However, in refpeft to the faft 
of the king’s death, his lordfliip gives us his 
own fentiments in the following words. 

“ As to the poifoning part of the llory, it 
was always my opinion, and not ill grounded 
either, that the king hadensd his^death by his 
own quackery. The lafl year of his life he 
b$en much troubled with a fore leg, which'‘he 
endeavoured to conceal,, and truded too mueh 
to bis own drugs and medicines. On a^fudden 
the running flopped, and it was then he was 

G 4 feized 
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o 

fcized with his apoplexy : a comipon cafe, 
tal the niomcnt thofe fort of foi es dry up. 

“ There being fo naturaj^^^way of accounts 
ing for his death, to what purpofe then all thefe 
fojcedfpeculationsirom drained cirevtm(lances? 
Iso one bufthc next heir could have any inte- 
led in it, and he never was fo much as accufed 
or fa^pefled. The bilhop himfelf gencroully 
acquits him.” 

This was his lordfhip’s feinimenr, and car* 
TICS in it great probability: yet bis grace of 
Buckingham, an older man, and who had bet¬ 
ter opportunities of knowing, feems to think 
otherwife. His words are thefe: 

, 1 would not fay any thing on fo fad a fub- 

je£l, if I did not think dlence itfelf would, iu 
fuch a cafcj dgnify too much ; and therefore, 
as an impartial writer, 1 am obliged to obferve, 
'i hat tbe mod knowing, and mod difeerning, 
of all his phyficians, did not only believe him 
poifoned, but thought himfelf fo too not long 
after, for having declared his opinion a little 
ICO boldly.” 

His grace likewiie does the fame judice ^to 
Bis foccedbr. The phydeian he mentions was 
Dr. Short, a papid; and the exprcfTion he 
made ufe was, That the king had not fair 
^lay for his life. 

A very honourable and judicious writer has 
explained this in another fenfe than that in 
vdiich it has been commonly taken. 
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It (6 f^l out, that the accefs of the king *3 
^iiflemper wasluch, as no poifon or medica^ 
ment in the wallcould produce or counter¬ 
feit ; that is, an apople^ic, or epileptic, ht> 
ehoofe you ft^heiher ; for in one of thofe the 
king was ceruinly at hrH taken. cried out, 
and then falling back in his chair Uy as one 
dead. * 

“ The phyiician in waiting immediately 
blooded him,, and the following regimen was- 
as in apaplettic cafes, his majelly^s bejng pre- 
fumed to be that, to get him to wake and then 
to keep him from fleeping. 

“ One Dr. Stokeham, an eminent phyfickn* 
in Covent-garden; declared to me. That iriike 
phyfician tliat blooded the king utterly miiiook 
his cafe ; for his ht was not an apoplexy, but 
epileptic ; and then all they did was, ex dia*- 
metro, w rong : fv)r in that cafe bleeding is lit¬ 
tle lefs than mortal ; and the way is, to let 
them dofe out the fit without diiturbance, and^ 
they will come to themfelvcs and be well; but 
the other courfe will fooner make them mad^ 
tiian recover them.*' 

Hence he infers, that the natural conflruc-* 
tion of Dr, Short’s words was, that the me¬ 
thods uled did more hurt than good ; and, 
he had, been alone, and nothing at all done 
him, nature had had it’s courfe, which th$ 
doctor might probably mean by fair play. 

We will venture to add, that thete are the 
bed accounts that are to be had of this matter; 
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and taking them together, we tn^y be pretty 
certain of the truth. It was not the firft, or 
the fecond, fit ot the kind.tlfb king had had, 
and recovered from by being let alone; hut 
the circumfjance of drying up his leg might 
probably make it more violent, which the ac^ 
cident of his being improperly, treated rendered 
mortal. 


The reader will excufe this fhort digreffion, 
to which we were induced, that we might the 
belter explain the great life of fuch hiftoricai 
memoirs as thofe are which, lord Lanfdowne 


has publifhed. 

His lordfhip foon after took an opportdftity 
C)f revifing all his works, in order to a new 
edition," which might be w'orthy of them and 
of his lordfhip:—A circumilance that does him 
great honour, and which has contributed not 
a little to preferve that deference and refpcdl 
to his memory which his many great talents 
and amiable qualities always fecured, while 
living, to his perfon. He chofe to encreafc 
the value of his writings, by examining and 
corre6ling, rather than by multiplying, th'em; 
he was hu own critic, and performed that of. 
fee with the Aeadinefs of a judge, and- witb- 
out being«-at all biaffed by the natural tender* 
tiefs of an author for his own productions. He 
chofe to be known to poftcrity in his literary 
character, and very juAly; having diftit>- 
guiihed himfelf in fo many different kinds of 
writing, both in profe and verfe. 

His 
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His loi'dihip had the misfortune to furtive 
his younger ai^ well as hia e!d^r brother j and, 
perhaps, tlicre nothing mote aiFetSling in his 
k>rdlhip*s charader, than that venerat on he 
had for fonie, and that tendernefs which he had 
for all, hu family. Of the former, the reader 
has alieady fecn many inliances, and fome of 
the latter; but there are two letters ; oiie to 
his cDuhn, the lad earl of Bath, in refpe6l to 
his condud in priviaie life ; the other to his ne* 
phew, Mr, Bevil Gieeuvile, on his entering 
into holy-orders; which, as it would be In¬ 
juring his memory to omit, the reader here 
iliali find them. 

The fifd, addrelTeJ to' the young carl of 
Bath, contains our author^s fentiments of tTie 
condud he for a nobleman, diilinguidied by 
birth, blefied with a large fortune, ^nd ho¬ 
noured with a Angular mark of the royal fa¬ 
vour, topmfuein his own country, upon a 
fnppofition, that, with tbefe advantagss, there 
can be but one thing left to maice him truly 
popular, not by meanly courting vulgar ap- 
plaufe, but by consulting the true intcreft of 
his country, and thcreb) joining the people** 
love to the fovereign*s choice. 

There is a freedom, there is an honefty, in 
this letter, which renders it invaluable ; anil 
there are fo many occafions continually occur- 
ing, to which it may be applied, and it will 
be peiufed here by fo many to whom it as pro¬ 
perly belongs, as to the noble perfon to whom 
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It was addreiTed, that it cannot fajl of doing 
continual fervice. 

To William Henry, Earl of Bath, &c. 
at the camp in Flanders, Sep. 22, 1710. 

E VE RY living creature, my dear lord, 
is entitled to offices of humanity: thediflreffies 
even of an enemy fhould reconcile us to him; 
if he thiril, give him drink; if he hungers, 
give him food ; overcome evil with good. 

** It is with this difpoiition 1 would have 
you enter into the exercife of that authority 
vttith^which her majefty has honoured you over 
your,^countrymen. Let nobody infpire you 
%vjth party prejudices and reientments. Let it 
be your bufinefs to reconcile diffierences and 
heal diviiions, and to reilore, if poffible, har¬ 
mony and good neighbourhood amoneft them. 
If then there ffiould be any left to wim you ill,, 
snake them afhnmed and confounded with your 
goodnefs and moderation: not that I would 
ever advife you to facrifice one hair of dhe 
head of an old friend to your family, to gain 
huy new ones; but if you can encreafe the 
number by courtefy and moderation, it may 
^be worth the trial. 

Bi^lieveme, my dear lord, humanity and 
generoftty make the bed; foundatoin to build a 
charafler upon: a man may have birth, and 
tiches, and power, wit, learning, courage; 

bur, 
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' • .... . 
bat> withc^t genfirolit3r, it is impoflible ta be 

a great man.* Whatever the rich and power¬ 
ful may think €)f themielves; whatever value 
they may fet upon their abundance and gran¬ 
deur, they will find themfelves but the more 
hated and defpifed for the ill ufe* they make of 
it. You fhould look upon yourfelves but as 
Howards and truftecs for the diftrefled* your 
over-abundance is but a depofufor the ufe and 
relief of the unhappy : you are anfwerable for 
all fuperfluities mif-fpent. It is not {o be (up- 
pofed, that Providence would have made fuch 
diilin^ions among men, fuch unequal diilri- 
butions, but that they might endear themfelves 
one to another by mutual helps and oblignti- 
ons. Gratitude is the fureH cement of love, 
friendfhip, and fociety.. 

There are, indeed, rules to be obferved,. 
and meafores to be kept, in the diHribution of 
favours: we know who have both the power 
and inclination to do, but, for want of judg¬ 
ment in thedireftion, they pafs only for good- 
natured fools, inilead of generous benefac¬ 
tors. 

My lord — will gmdge a guinea to an 
honefl gentleman in diflrefs, but readily give 
twenty to a common ftrumpet; «nother mall 
refufe to lend fifty pounds to his befi friend, 
without fufiident fecurity, and the next mo¬ 
ment fet his whole fortune upon a card or die: 
a chance, for which he can have no fecurity. 
My lord —— is to be feen eveij^ day at a toy- < 
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(hap, fquandering away his money jin trinkets 
and baubles, and at the fame time leaves his 
brothers and fiileis without common ncceA'a- 
ries: 

“ Generofity does not confift in a contempt 
of money, iii throwing it away at random^ 
without judgment or diAinftion, though that 
indeed is better than locking it up, for multi¬ 
tudes have the beneht of it; but in a right 
difpofuion to proper objed^s, in proportion to 
the meri^ the circumilances, the rank and con- 
tion of thofe who Aand in need of our fer> 
vice. 

“ Princes are more expofed than any others 
tonhe mifplacing their favours: merit is ever 
modeft, and keeps its dillance. The forward 
and imj'ortunate Hand always neareft in fight, 
and are not to be put out of countenance, nor 
thruft out of the way.—I remember to have 
heard a faying of the late king James^. That 
he never knew a moded man make his way in 
a court. David Floyd, whom you know, be¬ 
ing then in waiting, at his majtdy's elbow, 
reply’d, bluntly, “ Pray, Sir, whofe fault's 

that -The king ftood correfted, and was 

filent. 

If priaces could fee with their own eyes, 
and hear with their own ears, what a happy 
Atuation it would be for thcmfelves and their 
fhbjedls ? To reward merit, to redrefs the in¬ 
jured, to relieve the oppreiTed, to raife the 
modeA, to humble the infolenc ^ what, a 

godlike 
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rodlike prerogative, it’ right ufc were made 
of it! 

How bap'f y arc you, my dear lord, who 
are born with fuch generous inclinatiors, with 
judgment to direct them, and means to indulge 
them : of all men, moft miferabJe is he who 
has the inclination without the means. To 
meet with a defcvving objedl of corop^^ffion, 
without having the power to give relltf, of all 
the cifcumftances in life, is the moll dilagree- 
able: to have the power, is the greateft plea- 
fure. 

“ Methinks I fee you ready to cry oat, 
Good cousin, why this difeourfe to me ? What 
occafion have 1 for thefe leftures ? None at 
all, my dear lord ; 1 am only making my 
court to you, by letting you lee 1 think as you 
do. 

‘‘ But one word more, and I have done. 

In trull, intimacy, and confidence, be as 
particular as you pleafe ; in humanity, ebarity, 
and benevolence, univcrfal.'* 



1:36 BRITISH PLUTARX:H* 


Xo my Nephew Mr. BEvir>GREENviLB, 
upon his entering into Holy Orders. 

“ WHP^N I look upon the date of your 
laft letter, I mull own ir»y,relt blameablc for 
not halving fooner returned you my thanks for 
it. 

“ I approve very well of your refolution of 
dedicating yoinfclf to the fervice of God ; 
you ^ ouid not choefe a belter maHer, provided 
you c fo rnhitienily ieaichcu your heart as 
to be pcncaiieJ you can ferve him well ; in fo 
doing, you may fecure to )ourieU many blelT- 
iiigs in this world, as well as a lure expeila- 
tion in the next. 

There is one thiijg which I perceive you 
have not yet thorougiily purged yourfelf from, 
which IS flatteryj you have bellowed fo much 
of that upon me in >our letter, that I hope 
you have no more left, and that you meant it 
only to t.ikc vour leav\. of fuch flights of fancy, 
which, however well meant, ofe-K-rput a mah 
out o: .laure than ohijge him. 

“ You arc now b?comc a learcher after 
tfuth ; 1 (hail hereafter take it more kindly to- 
jttflly reproved by you, chan to be nnde- 
fcrvedly complimented, 

** 1 would not have you underfland me as if 
1 recommended to you a four preibyterian fe* 
verity j that is yet more to be avoided. Ad¬ 
vice. 
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\ ice, like jphyfic* fhould be lb fweetened and 
prepared, as ib be made palatable, or nature 
will be apt to i%voIt ngainfl it. Be always fm* 
cere, but, at the fame time, be always polite; 
be humble, without defeending from your 
ch a racier 5 reprove and coircd, without of- 
toiding good manners; to be a cynic, is as 
bad as to be a fcycophant; you are not to Jay 
aheic the gentleman with your fword, nor to 
put on the gown to hide your birth and good 
breeding, but to adorn it. 

“ Such has been the malice of the world 
from the beginning, that pride, avarice, and 
ambition, have been charged upon tLe prieft- 
hood in all ages, in all countries, and in "all 
religions; what they are moft obliged to com¬ 
bat againft in their pulpit, they are moft ac- 
cufed of eucouraging in their condu£l. It be¬ 
hoves you, therefore, to be more upon your 
guard in this than in any other profeflion.— 
Let your example confirm your dodlrine, and 
let no man have it in his power to reproach 
you with pradlifing contrary to what you 
preach. 

^ You had an iincle> Dr. Dennis Gran¬ 
ville, dean of Durham, whofe memory 1 fhall 
ever revere; make him your example. Sanc¬ 
tity fat fo eafy, fo unaffefled, and fo graceful 
upon him, that in him we beheld the very 
beauty of holinefs. He was as chearful,. as fa¬ 
miliar, and Condefeending, in his converfaiion, 
aa he legular, and exeioflary, in 
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his piety ; as well-bred and acconj,nHfhf J as a 
courtier; as reverend and vdncrable as an 
apoftle* He was, indeed, in Pvery thing apo- 
ftollcal ; for he abandoned all to follow his 
Lord and Mailer. 

** May you refemblc him ! May he revive 
in you! May his fpirit defeend upon you, as 
Elijaii’s upon Eliiha ! Snd, May the great God 
of Heaven, in guiding, directing and ftrength* 
ening your pious refolutions, pour down his beft 
and chojcell bleflings upon you,.——You (IiaJl 
ever fina me, 

Dear Nephew, 

Your moft aiFeftlonate uncle, 

and fmcere friend, &c. 

Lansoowne.’^ 

Befidcs the reverend Mr. Bevil Granville, to 
whom this letter is addrtlT^d, colonel Bernard 
Granville, his lOrdfliip's younger brother, 
who was alfo lieutenant-governor of Hull, had 
by bis wife Mary, daughter of Sir Martin 
. Wcftcomb, confiil at Cadiz, Bernard, his fon 
and iieir ; and two daughters, .Mary and 
Arne. 

The gentlencfs of his lorddip’s nature, in 
lillening to every application fh$C was made to 

him 
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Mm in evert' Action of life; his willingneL to 
oblige to the of hi. power; and his 

condc.'cuifion on fome cccafioi's, t.hich added 
lufire to his good nature; might be fjpported 
by vaiious inflanccs, if cipher * nett Alty le- 
quired, or the bounds of this article would 
permit. 

His candour in judging of the wonts of 
others, was the more extraordinary, confidcr- 
ing the care he tcolt of his own; but his gene- 
rofity in fupporting, encouraging, ar^i recom- 
mending, men ol genius, arc qualities that 
muft not be flightly paded over. His friend- 
{hip to lietterton and Diyde;; was always con- 
fiar.t, and his e^prtiliollS of it govcned'by 
their diAitls; for to them he gave the profits 
of his plays, which had never appeared upon 
the flage if their necefliiies had not requited 
them, is afie^lion and refpetl for Wvcherly, 
exprefled in a letter, as is juppofed, to loid 
vifeount Bolliigbioke, (hew 1;is tiue fenfe of 
merit in the ftiongeft and moft agreeable light. 
His zeal in bringing the laft great poet this 
country has produced with that credit on the 
public theatre, which is fo neceflary to give 
Ipiiit and courage to a rifing genius, ought ever 
10 he leniembered with due praife • 

The length of this letter prevents our tran- 
fcriblng it; but the latter parto* it, which re« 

a b iVl»- Pope, and which (hews that this 
: perfon was among the number of his firft 
pations, and who, together with Mr. Wy¬ 
cherley^ 
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Chcrlev, introduced him to thii other Macce- 
Aas, runs in the following terms: 

‘‘ He lhall bring with him, if you will, a 
young poet, newly iiiTpiiM in the neighbour- 
xiood ot Cooper’s Hill, whom he and Wallh 
have taken under their wing ; his name is 
Pope; he is not above feventeen or eighteen 
years of age, and promifes miracles: if he 
goes on as he has begun, in the paftoral way, 
as Virgil firll tried his ftrength, we may hope 
to fee Ehglidi poetry vie with the Roman, and 
this fwan of Windfor fing as fwectly as the 
Mantuan.” 

All the world knows in what terms Mr. 
Pope addreffed this great man in the opening 
of his Windfor Foreft: and therefore it is un- 
necelTary to repeat them; but with a private 
letter that accompanied that public inferip- 
tion, the world may not be fo well acquainted;: 
and therefore, from its pertinence to our pur- 
pofe, we mud beg leave to bring it to theit. 
tioiicc*. 
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To my fcord Lansdowne. 


Binficld, Jan. ib, 1712# 

I thank you for having given my pom of 
Windfor Forcft it’s gi'eateft ornament, that of 
beaiing your name in the front of it. ’Tis 
one thing, when a perfon of true merit per¬ 
mits us to have the honour of drawing him as 
like as we can ; and another, when we make 
a fine thing at random, and porfuade the next 
vain creature we can find, that ’tis his o\%n 
likenels; which is the cafe every day of my 
fellow-fciiblers. Yet, my lord, this honour 
has given me no more pride than your ho* 
Hour’s have given you ; but it affords me a 
great deal of pleafuFC, which is much better 
than a great deal of pride; and it indeed 
would give me fome pain, if 1 was not fure of 
one advantage, that, whereas others are of¬ 
fended, if they had not more than juftice done 
’em : you would be difpleafed if you had fo 
much ; therefore I may fafely do you as much 
injury,in my words, as. you doyourJelFin your 
own thoughts. I am fd vain as to think I have* 
done yO|U a: favour fpariqg yourmode^, 
and you cannot but make me Tome return for 
prejudicing the truth to gratify you: this I beg 
may be the fice corredion of thefe verfes, 

which 
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• L ^ 

ivhicli have few beauties, bi^ what may 
be made by your I'lots, 1 am^in the clrcum- 
aa ordinary painter, dfrawitigSir God- 
fiey Kneller, who, by a faw touches of his 
own, could |Tiake the piece very valuable: I 
might then hope, that, many ycais hence, the 
world might read in conjunction with your 
nam^ that of 


Your Lordlhip’s, &c.’* 


We \i^ill clofe this article with a juft ftroke 
of cenfure on his lordfhip and hts writings, by 
h*!s grace the duke of Buckinghamfhbe and 
Normandy. 

When Biicklngham came, he fcarce carM to 
be feen, 

Till Phoebus deftr’d his old friend to walk in ; 
But a laureat peer had never been known. 

The Commoners claim’d that place as theif 
own. 

/ 

Yet, if the kind God had been ne’er fa In* 

tlin*a 

,To bi;cak tti oU rule, yet he well knew his 
mind: 

Who of fuch preferment, wbufd*‘only make 
fport; 

And laugh’d at all fuitors for places at court. 

Not. 
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Notwithilajdl|g this law, yet Lanldown was 
nam’d; 

But Apollo, ^ith .Lindrkeis, his indoknee 
blam’d ; 

And faid he would chufe him,}but that he 
ihould fear 

An employment of trouble he never could 
bear. 

The laft years of his lordlhip’s life were 
fpent in privacy and retirement. He jiad cer¬ 
tainly talents enough to have raifed him to ihe 
higheft ofFices, and friends enough to have 
reconeikd him to any party ; but the mortifi¬ 
cations he had met with in the middle pait'of 
his life, checked l/if ainbiLion, and he had 
feen enough of the world to defpife it. Yet he 
was not loured to a degree of becoming fple- 
netic or cynkal enough, either to refuTe or to 
be ungrateful for royal favours. The late 
queen having honoured him with her protec¬ 
tion, the laft verfes he wrote were to inferibe 
two copies of his poems, one of which was 
prefented to her majefty, and the other to the 
princefs-royal Anne. 

His lord (hip decealed at his houfe near Ha¬ 
nover fquare, on the thirtieth df Januar;*^ 
17^5, in the fixty-cigbth year of his <.ge. 

By his only wife, lady Mary Villiers, who 
died a few days before him, he had no iffue 
male ; fo that in him the title of Lanfdowne 
^became excind. He had, however, by her 
• ladyihip. 
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ladylhip, four daughters; viz» / Aitne ; Mary, 
married on the fourteenth of March, 1729-30, , 
to William Graham, of Flatten, near Drog* 
heda, in the king(lom of Ireland, who dcceafcd 
in the monthtof November, in the fame year 
with his lonlftiip ; Grace, married on the 
twentv>ninth of March, 1740, to Thomas 
Foley, jun. efq. fon and heir of Thedas Fo¬ 
ley, cfq. member of pailiament for Hereford i 
and EUi^abeth. 
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RO.BERT HARLEV. ut 

• » ’ 


•the life •*» 


Robert Harley. 

• 

R obert Harley, afterwards eari of Ox¬ 
ford and earl Mortimer, and lo^ high- 
treafurer in the reign of queen Anne, was the 
tldeft foR of Sir Edward Harley, and bofk in 
fio^ 4 reet, m^the parih'of St, Paul, Covent* 
Garden, nport the fifth of December^ 

He was educated ^ndcr the reverend Mr. 
Birch, at ShiUon, near Borford, in O^fferd- 
fhtrr; whkh, though a private fthebf^as 
remarkable fbr producing, at the fatnii 
a lord high-treafurer* lord a 

lord'^high-chancellor, lord HareptiM i ^ 
lord^chlef * judice of the cotd^on glmt via. 
lord Trevor; aAd ten WKSdibers of the 
of commons s who wdre^^ll contemporatlct as 
^ well at fchodl is iif paidlameht. Herb hh hid 
thefoandatioft of that eRtenfiVe knowledj^ and 
\ kwrting which rendered hiio afterwards 
X, jettons in the world/ 

L /:Aj:thcrcvolotion, Sir Edward 
& | 9 ^ Mi ddid'fbn, a ^trOop of burle at 
theit own expence; and, after twe accetHon 6f 
king WiHftim and queen Mary, he was h; 
.IX. H ciioftn 
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clipfen member of parllamer| Tregony, 
in Cornwall, and afterwardfeivcd lor the 
town ot Radnor, till he wasacallgd up to the 
houle of loid^. 

In 1690, he was chofen by ballot one of the 
nine members of the houfe of commons, coin* 
miiiioners for flating the public accounts; and 
a]fo«s)ne of the arbitrators for uniting the two 
India companies. 

In 1694, the houfe of commons ordered 
Mr. Hailey, on the nineteenth of November, 
to prepare and bring in a bill, For the Frequent 
Meeting and Calling of Parliaments; which 
be accordingly did upon the twenty-fecond, 
af^d it was received and agreed to by both 
houfes, without any alteration or amendment. 

On rhe eleventh of February. 1701-2, he 
was chofen fpeaker of the houfe of com* 
mons ; and that parliament being diflblved the 
iame year, by king William^ and a new one 
called, he was again chofen fpeaker on the 
thirty-fird of December following, as he was 
in the fird parliament called queen Anne. 

On the fcventccnth of April, 1704, he was 
fworn of her jnajedy’s privy council; and, on 
t're eighteenth of May following, fworn in 
coancil one,of the principal fecretaries of date, 
fpeaker of the hoaie of commons at 
the Soie time. 

In 1706, he was appointed^ one of the 
commimoners for the treaty of union with Scot- 
hndt which tookeiFed j and refigned his place 

of 
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of principal iScreCary of Rate in February, 
1707-8. ' 

On the#tcnRi of Auguft, 
conilituted one of the commimoners of the 
Treafury ; alfo chancellor and upder-treafurer 
of the Exchequer: and, having three days af¬ 
ter, been again fworn in the privy council, he 
was, on the eighth of March followiifg, in 
great danger of his life ; the marquis of Guif- 
card, a French papiR, then under examina¬ 
tion of a committee of the privy-cojuncil at 
Whitehall, dabbing him with a penknife, 
which he took up in the clerk’s room, where 
he waited before he was examined. Guifeard 
was thereupon impritbned, and died in NuW'* 
gate on the fevenieenth of the fame month. 

As the Examiner is very circumdaritial in 
its account of this horrid attempt, for .the far¬ 
ther fatisfaflion of our readers, we will inkrt 
the Thirty-fccond Number of that ingenious 
performance. 


Non 
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Non eft ea mcdicina, cum pani corporis 
fcalpellunrf adhibetur, atque intcgrae! came- 
ifta. Sc credulitas. Hi medcrutur 
Reipublic26 qui txfccent pcfteir: ailquaiii, 
tanqaam ilrumaai CivicaUs. 

I aV diverted from the general fubjeft of 
my difcourfes, to upon an event of 

a very extiaordinary and mipiiriug nature: a 
great minifter, in high conl'iueure with the 
queen, under vv-hofe niaii.igcmenL the weight 
of affairs at preferu in a gieat njCafuie lup- 
poled to lie ; fitting in cou cil, in a lOyal pa¬ 
lace, with a dozen of the chit!' officers of ftnte, 
is ftabbed at tlie very board in the execution of 
his office, by the hand of a french papift, then 
under examination for higji-trcafon. The af- 
iaffin redoubles his blow, to make fare work ; 
and, concluding the chancellor as difpatched, 
goes on with the fame rage to murder a prin¬ 
cipal fecretary of ftate: and that whole noble 
aflembly are forced to rife, and draw their 
fwords in their defence, as if a wild beaft had 
been let loofe among them. 

This fail hath Tome circumftances of aggra- 
vaPeion not to be parallelled by any of the like 
kind we meet with in hiftory. Caefar’s mur¬ 
der being performed in the fenate, comes near- 
eft to the cafe ^ but that was an affair con¬ 
certed ^by great numbers of the chief fenators. 
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who were like wife the aflors in it: and riot the 
work of a vile jngle ruffian,' Harry the Third, 
of France * was dabbed by an enirjufiadjc friar, 
whom he lufiered to appronch hif- ’pt^rfon, while 
tijofe who attended him dood iitTome di dance. 
Ills lucceflbr met the fame fate ni a Coach, 
where neither he nor his liohlt i, in fneh^ con- 
finemenr, were able to ocltnd themfelves. Jn 
Qur country, we ha/e, I tnink, but one in¬ 
dance of this fort which hatii rnade any nojfe; 

1 mean that ot Fcltcn, about fou»-f«>l‘e years 
ago: but he took the opporfu. ity to dab the 
duke of Buckingham iti f^affing through a 
dark lobby f.om one to another. The 
blow was neither feen or heard, iod the m'ur- 
derer might have ekapej, if his owti cOncferti 
and horror, as it is ufuul in fuch cafes, hhd hot 
betrayed him. Befidts^ fhat a<H: of Felton 
will admit of C me eJ^tenuurion from the mo¬ 
tives he is faid to have had : but this attempt 
of Guifeard feems to have outdone them all in 
every heightening cirtumllance, except the 
diflcrence of perions between a king and a 
great mnviUr ; for I give no allowance at ail 
to iht, uift'er^jnee of fuccefs (which, however, 
is yet una rrain and depending) ttOr think it 
the h rfif aiitvi ition ro the crime, whatev^ it 
may be to the puiiifhmcnr. 

i fcm ftiihbie it it> ill arguing from j>arti- 
culuTS t > pcii lals i and, that we ought not to 
charge upon a nation the crimes of a few def- 
peraie villains jt is io uni'ortunatc to podnee?^^ 

H 3 yet, 
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yet, at the fame time, it mull be avbwed, ttiar 
the Prench have, for thefe lail ^nturies, been 
fomewbat too< 4 iberal of their daggers upon the 
pcrfons of their greateft men ; fuch as, the 
admiral de Coligny: the dukes of Cjuife, fa* 
iher and fon: and the two kings I have lail 
lDenti<jiied* 

I have fomedmes wondeiad how a people, 
whole genius jeems wholly tuined to hnging 
and dancing, and prating; to vanity and im¬ 
pertinence ; who lay io much weight upon 
modes and geAures i whofe eiTentiaiities are 
generally fo very fuperfidal ; who arc ufually 
io ferious upon trifles, and fo trifling upou^ 
W'hcii is ferious; have been capable of commit¬ 
ting fuch folid villanies; more fuitable to the 
gravity of a Spaniard, or flience and thought- 
fulnefs of an Italian : unlefs it be, that, in a 
nation fo full of themfvlves, and ^of io refliefs 
imaginations; when any of them happen to be 
of a morofe and gloomy cor.flitudon, that 
huddle of confufed thoughts, for want of eva¬ 
porating, ufually tciniinates in rage or de^ 
ipair. 

.D'Avila obferves, that Jacques Clement was 
a fort of buffoon, whom the refl of the friars 
ofedtto make fport with $ but, at lall, gmng 
his folly a ferious turn, it ended in enthuflafin,. 
and qualified him for that defperate adl of 
murdering his king. 

But in the marquis de Guifeard there Teems 
to been acomplicatiun of ingredients for ^ 

fuch 
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fach an ammpt : he bad committed feversl 
enormities in France ; was extremely prodigal 
and vicious^ of a dark complexion and cloudv 
countenance, fuch as in vulgar phjrfjognomy i? 
called an ill Look. Fur the rc<i, his talents 
■ 4 vcre very mean, having a Tort of inferior 
Cunning, but very froall abilities: fo that a 
great man of the late miniflry, by whJrn be 
w;i.> invited over, and with much difcrciiou 
raifed, at tiril Hep, from a profligate popifh 
piieft to a lieutenant gcioral and colrviel of a 
regiment of horfe, was forced ui lail to drop 
him for ftiame. 

Had fuch an accident happened under that 
miniflry, and to fo conftderable a member of 
it; they would have immediately charged it 
upon, the w'holc body of ihofe they are pleafed 
to call the Fadlion. This would have been 
called a High-Church Principle; the clergy 
would have been accufed as promoters and 
abettors of the fafi; committees would have 
been Tent, to promife the criminal his life; pro* 
vided they might have liberty to direft and 
dilate his confelHon ; and a Black Lift would 
have been printed of all thofe who had been 
ever fecn in the murderer’s company. But, the 
prefent men in power hate and defpzfe all fuch 
deteftable arts, which they might no\V tunt^ 
upon their adveiTaries with much more platifi* 
bility, than ever thefe did their honourable 
negotiations with Greg. 

ar 

And 


H 
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And here it may be worth bbferving how 
unanimous a concurrence there is between 
fome perfons once in high powi'r, ard a French 
papift; both agreeing in the great end of tak¬ 
ing away Mr. Harley’s life, although differing 
in their methods. The firft proceeding by 
fubornation, the other by violence; wherein 
Gaifc''rd Teems to have the advantage, as aim¬ 
ing uo further than his life; while the others 
deilgned to deflroy at once both that and his 
reputation. The malice of both againft this 
gentlcmitn feems to have rifen from the fame 
caufe ; his difeovering defigns againil the go- 
vernment. 

It w'as Mr. Harley who detcdled the trea* 
fonablc conefpondence of Greg, and fecured 
him betimes; when a certain great man, who 
Biall be n. mekfs, had, out of the depth of 
his politics, Tent him a caution to make hia 
ffcape ; which would certainly have hxed the 
appearance of guilt upon Mr. Harjey : but, 
when that was prevented, they would have en¬ 
ticed the condemned criminal with a promiie 

a pardon, to write and fign an accufation^ 
againft the ftcretary. Bur, to ufe Greg’s own 
expnifioo, His death was nothing near fo ig¬ 
nominious, would have been fuch a bfe 
th£rt mud be iaved by proltituting lais con^ 
luence. 

The fame gentleman lies now dabbed by his 
tfthcr cncmj, a popifh fpy, whofc treafon he 
Itath difcQvered. God preferve the red of her 

majcfiy’s 
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rtiftjefty’'s ]|iinfiler8 from fach prote(ldnb> and 
from fuch papifls! 

1 Hiali vtke t}ccaiian to hint at fotno parti¬ 
cularities in this furprifing fa6l,*fbr the fake 
of thofe at diftancc, or who may not be tho¬ 
roughly informed. 

T he murderer confefied in Newgate, thit his 
chief dc/ign was againfl Mr, Secretaay St, 
John, who happened to change feats with Mr. 
Harley, for more convenience of examinihg 
the criminal: and being afkcd what provoked 
him to flab the chancellor; he faid, fhat, not 
being able to come at the fccretary, as he in¬ 
tended, it was foine fatisfa£lion fO murder the 
perfon whom he thought Mr. St. John loved 
beft. 


And here, if Mr, Harley had ftill any ene¬ 
mies left, whom his blood fpilt in the public 
fcrvice cannot reconcile; I hope they will at 
lead admire his magnanimity, which is a qua¬ 
lity efleemed even in an enemy : and, I think, 
there are few greater inflances of it to be found 
in flory. 

After the wound was given, he was obfcrvcd 
neither to change his countenance, nor difeo- 
ver any concern or difbrder in his fpeech : ht 
rofe up, and walked along the rqpm while he 
was able, with the greated tranquillity, dh- 
ring the midd of ihe confuflon. When the 
furgeon came, he cook him afide, and defired 
he would inform him freely, whether thd 
wound were mortal; becaufe^ in that caic, he 

H 5 fei< 
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he had feme affairs to fettle i^^latlng to 
his family. The blade of the ’ penknife, 
broken by the violence of the iblow again ft a 
lib, within a'quarter of an inch of the handle,, 
was dropt (I know not whether from the 
wound, or his deaths) as the furgeon was, 
going to drefs him ; he ordered it to be taken 
lip, aqd> wiping it himfeif, gave it foroebody 
to kecp> faying, he now thought it properly 
belonged to him. He ftiewed no fort of re- 
fentment, or fpjoke one violent word againft 
GuifcarcK; but appeared all the while the lead 
concerned of any in the company.—A date 
of mind, which, in fuch an exigency, nothing 
but innocence can give •, and is truly worthy 
of k Chriftian philofopher. 

If there be really fo great a difference in 
principle, between the High-flying Whigs and 
the Friends of France; 1 cannot but repeat the 
queftion, How come they to join in the de- 
(trudicn of the fame man ? Can his death be 
poffibly for the intereft of boih f or, Have 
they both the fame quarrel againft him, that 
he is perpetually difeovering and preventing 
treacherous defigps of our cncmies ? How- 
ever it be, this great miniiler may now fay 
with St. Paul, That he bath been in perils by 
bis* own countrymen, and in perils by ftran- 
gers. 

In the midft of fo melancholy a fubjedl, 1 
cannot but congratulate with our own country 
fuich a lavage monfter as the marquis dc 
‘ Gttifcard 
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Guifcard is^ndA^of her produftion : A wretch* 
perhaps, more deteftable in h^s own nature* 
than even this barbarous hath been yet able 
to reprefent him to the world, F<jr, there arc 
good reafons to believe, from fei^eral circum- 
liances, that he bad intentions of a deeper dye 
than thole he happened to execute; I mean 
fuch as every good iubje^l mud tremble tONhink 
on. 

He hath of late been frequently fecn going 
up the back'ilairs at court, and walking alone 
in an onter room adjoining to her Aiajefty^s 
bed-chamber^ He liath often and earnedly 
preii'ed for fome time to have accefs to the 
queen, even fince his cotrefpondence wyth 
France * and he hath now given fuch a proof 
of his difpofiLion, as leaves it eafy to guels 
what was before in his thouehts, and what he 
was capable of attempting. 

It is humbly to be hoped, that the legifla- 
ture will interpofe on fo extraordinary an oc- 
cafion as this, and direct a punilhment fomc 
way proportionable to fo execrable a crime. 


Et quicunque tuum violavit vulnerc corpat^ 
Morte luac inerita ■■■ ■ , 
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Ao of parliament was fooif a^er pa/Ted, 
making it felony, without benefic of plergy, 
to attempt the life of a private counf^llor in the 
execution of ofHce; and a claufe was in* 
ferted^ To jo^ftify and indemnify all perfons, 
who, in aiiiiling in defence of Mr. Hadley, 
chancellor of the Exchequer, when he was 
fUbbed by the fieur de Guifeard, and in fe- 
curing him, did give any wound or bruife to 
the faid ficur de Guifeard, whereby he received 
his death, 

Both boufes of parliament addre/Ted the 
queen on this occafion, and expreiTed their 
great concern “ at the moft barbarous and vil¬ 
lainous attempt made upon the perfon of 
Robert Harley, efq. chancellor of your ma- 
jefty’s exchequer, by the marquis of Guifeard, 
a French papift, at the time when Jie was un¬ 
der examination for trcalonable practices, be¬ 
fore a committee of }our majefly’s council. 

“ We cannot but be moft deeply affedled, 
to find fuch an inftance of inveterate malice 
againft one employed in your majefty’s coun« 
cil, and fo near your royal perfon; and we 
have reafon to believe, that his fidelity to your 
gyM||y, and zeal for your fervice, have drawn 
tbe,harred of all the abettors of po¬ 
pery and fadion. 

“ We think it our duty, on this occafion, 
to ajfTure your majefty, that we will eifedually 
Aand by and defend your majefty, and thofe* 
who have the honour to be employed in your 

fcrvice; 
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fervLce^ all public and fecnet attempts 

of your enemies,” &c. 


To which the queen returne/ this anfwcr: 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 

** I TAKE this addrefs very kindly ffom 
you, on the occafion of that barbarous at* 
tempt on Mr, Harley, whofe zeal ^nd fidelity 
in my fervice mull yet appear more eminemly 
by that horrid endeavour to take away his life, 
for no other rcafon that appears, bi^t his 
known oppofition to popery and faction. Your 
warm concern for the fafety of my perfbn, and 
the defence of thofe employed in my fervice, ia 
very grateful to me,” ic. 

The wound he had received confined him 
for Tome weeks; but the houfe being informed 
that it was almoil healed, and that be would 
in a few days come abroad, they refolved to 
congratulate his efcape and recovery ; and ac« 
cordingly, upon his next attending the hou(e» 
which was, on the twenty*iixth of Apri)^ the 
fpeaker addrelTcd himfelf to him in a very 
refpedful fpeech, to which Mr, Harley re* 
turned as refpedful an enfwer. * 

In the year 1711, queen Anne, to reward 
bb many eminent ferviccs> was pleofed to ad« 

v^ce 
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vance him to the peerage of Greats Britain ^ 
by the ftile and titles of baron Harley, of 
Wigmore, in the county of Herefor^fJ; earl 
of Oxford, and earl Mortimer; with remain¬ 
der, for want of male iflue of his own body, 
to the heirs male of Sir Robert Harley, knight 
of the bath, his grand-facher. 

Wc w'Hl trail feribe the preamble of the let¬ 
ters patent, bearing date the eleventh of May^ 
to Ihew the reader, how prodigioofly high 
Mr. Harley’s credit flood with the people of 
England, as well as with the governing powers, 
at that time. 

WHATEVER favour the equity of a 
prince can beflow on a gentleman defeended 
from an illuflrious and very ancient family, 
framed i>y nature for great things, improved 
by education in all manner of learning for 
greater, cxerciled by long experience in bufi- 
nefs, verfed in very different employments of 
the commonwealth, with extraordinary reputa¬ 
tion, and not without darger, fuch as our 
trufly and well-beloved counftllor Robert 
Harley juftly deferved of us; he being the 
only man who, by a full houie of commons, 
was ^bofen fpeaker by three fucceflive parlia- 
^ ments ; and, at the fame time that he held the 
chair, was one of oor principal fee re aries of 
ftate: his capacity fitting him for the manage¬ 
ment of thofe two important oflices; which, 
tkpttgb they ieemed to difagree in themfelves^ 

west 
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were cafil{ reconciled by one wKo knew howt 
with equal weight and addrefs, io temper 
and turn the rfiinds of men 5 wifely to de¬ 
fend the rights of the people, without dcro* 
gating from the * prerogative of the crown t 
and who was thoroughly acquainted how well 
monarchy could confift with liberty, 

“ Having run through thefe two rtnploy- 
ments at the fame time, after fome breathing- 
while, be took care of our treafury, as chan¬ 
cellor of our exchequer; put a ll(^ to the 
growing embezzlement of the public money,, 
which was fpreading far and wide, like a con¬ 
tagion ^ provided for the fettling a new trade 
to the South*Seas ; and having, with wonder¬ 
ful fagacity, very lately, and in a very good' 
time, retrieved the languilhing condition of our 
Exc^uer, and thus reiioied public credit, 
merited the applaufe of the parliament, filled 
our citizens with joy, and us, for our interefl 
is ever the fame with that of our people, with 
■o fmall fatisfaflion; ior thefe reafons, we dC"< 
termine to confer on a gentleman, who has 
deferved ib well of us, and of ail our good 
Ihbjcfts, thefe honours which were Jong 
due tohimand his family; beinginduced thereto 
by our own jncUnatioii, .and toft general xpice 
of all Great Britain. ' 

** Since therefore the twO houfirs of partial 
xnent have declared, that the fidelity and afitx- 
tion he has expreiTed in our fervice, have ex-. 
pofed him to the hatred of wicked men, 
the defperate rage of a villainous parricide; 
fince diey have congratulated his efcape from 

fuch 
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fuch imminent dangers, and pot us(^in mind, 
that he might not be preferred in vain ; we 
willingly comply with their defij'es, said grant 
him, who comes fo honourably recommended 
by the hearty votes of our parliament, a place 
among our peers ; to whom, by the noble 
blood and long train of his anceiiors, he is io 
nearly alClied; and that, with all felicity, he 
take his title from the city where learning 
flourifhes in fo great a degree, himfelf the or¬ 
nament of learning, and patron of learned 
men. 

“ Know,” &c, 

Infregard to the latter part of his lordfhip’s 
diara^ier, it may be juftly obferved, that he 
was not only an encourager of literature, but 
the greateft colledor in his time of all curious 
books in print and nianufeript, efpecially thofe 
concerning the hiftory of his own country ; 
which were preferved, and much augmented, 
ky the late earl his fon. He was al(b himfelf 
a man of ta^le and ietters; and under this cha^ 
racier we £nd a propoial addreiTed to him by 
Swift, for correcting, improving, and 
^yMHH^caining the Engliih tongue. 

the twenty-ninth of May, 1711, the 
queen appointed the earl of Oxford lord-high- 
treafurer of Great Britain; and, on the £rft of 
June, bis lordihip took the ufal oath as fitch; 
on which occaiion. Sir Simon Harcourt, the 
Iq^d-keepefi made film the following fpeeeh: 

ft 
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» * 

** My lArd, 

THE queen, who does every thing with the 
grcateft wifdom, has given a proof of it in 
the honours ihe has lately conferred on you, 
which are exaflly fuited to your deffrts and 
qualifications. My lord, the title which you 
now bear could not have been fo juftly placed 
on any other of her majefly’s fubjc^b* Some 
of that antient blood which fills your veins, if 
derived from the Veres; and you have ftievi-ed 
yourfelf as ready to facrifice it for the fafety of 
your prince, and ilie good of your coaiitr)P, and 
as fearlefs of danger, on the moft trying occa** 
/ions, as ever any of that brave and loyal hoafe 
were. Nor is that title lefs luited to you, as 
It carries in it a relation to one of the chief 
feats of learning; for even your enemies, my. 
lord. If any fuch there flili are, mud own, that 
the love of letters, and the encouragemcDt of 
thofe who excel in them, is one diilinguifhui^ 
part of your charadler. 

‘‘ My lord, the high flailon of lord-trea« 
furer of Great-Biitain, to which her majedy 
has called you, is the juli reward of^^our 
eminent fervices. You have been the great 
inilrument of redoring public credit, and re-* 
lieving this nation from the heavy preiTure and 
ignominy of an immenfe debt, under which it 
languidied ; and you are now incrufted 
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the power of fccurmg us from a reVapfe into 
the fame ill Hate, out of which ^ou have ref* 
cued us. ; 

** This great office, my lord, is every way 
worthy of you ; prrticularly on the account of 
thofc many difficulties with which the faithful 
difcharp^ of it muft be unavoidably attended,, 
and which require a genius like your’s to roa- 
fter them.** 

“ The only difficulty which even you, my 
lord, may hnd infuperable, is, how todeferve 
better of the crown and f»ingdom after this ad¬ 
vancement, than you did before it.*’ 

** 'When the earl of Godolphin,” fays dean 
Swift, ** was removed from his employment, 
he left a debt upon the navy of fome millions, 
all jcontraded under his adminillration, which 
had no parliament iecurity, and was daily en- 
creafed. Neither could I ever learn, whether 
that lord had the fmalled profpedl of clearing 
this incdmbrance ; or, whether there were po* 
Jicy, negligence, or defpair, at the bottom of 
this unaccountable management. But tho 
coniequences were vifible and ruinous; for, 
by this means, navy bills grew to he forty 
per V.ent. difeount, and upwards ; and almoff 
every kind of Hores bought by the Navy and 
Viflualling- offices, coH the government dou¬ 
ble rates, and fometimes more : fb that the 
public hath direflly loft feveral millions upon 
one article, without apy fort of neceffity 

that 
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that I coufii ever hear afngi>ed by the ableft 
vindicatory; of^hac party. 

In this oppre/Ted and intan|Ied ftate was 
the kingdom, with relation to it*s debts, when 
the queen removed the earl of Godolphin 
from his office, and it into commif^on, of 
which the prefent trtafurer (lord Oxford) was 
one. 

“ This pcrfon had been chofcn fpeakcr* 
fucceilively to three parliaments, \v<ns after¬ 
wards fecretary of (late, and always in great 
efleem with the queen for his .wifdom and hde« 
lity. 

The late miniftry, about two years*be¬ 
fore their full, had prevailed with her majefty, 
much againft her inclination, to difmifs him 
from her fervice ; for which they cannot be 
jullly blamed, Ance he had endeavoured the. 
iame thing againfl them, and very narrowlpr 
failed ; which makes it the n>ore extraordt* 
nary that he fhould fucceed in a iecond at¬ 
tempt againil thofe very adverfaries, who had 
fuch fair warning by the firfl. ’ ' 

** He AS Arm and (leady in bis refolutions* 
not eaAly diverted from them, after he hath 
once poiTefTed himlelf of an opinion that they 
m*e right; nor very communicative where he 
can adl by himfelf; being taught by expert-i 
ence, that a fecret is feldom fafo in more than. 
one breads That which occurreth to other 
men after mature deliberation, ofieieth to hijfa. 
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sit his iirit thoun'hts; To that he decideth im* 
mediately \^'hat is beft to be done ; and 55 
therefore vciy feldom at a lols upon fudden ex¬ 
igencies. He thinketh it a more eafy and 
fafe rule in politics, to watch incidents as they 
come, and then turn them to the advantage of 
what h^' purfues, than pretend to forciee thein 
at a gieat dirtance. Fear, cruelty, avarice, 
and pride, are wholly ftrangers to his nature; 
but he is not without ambition. There is one 
thing peealiai^ in his temper, which I altoge¬ 
ther difapprove and do not remember to have 
heard or met with in any other man’s charac¬ 
ter : I mean, an cafinels and indifference un¬ 
der 2lny imputdltibn, although he be efrer fo in¬ 
nocent, and although the llrongeft probabili¬ 
ties and appearances are againff him ; fo that 
I have ^kaown him ofVen fafpedted by his 
nearefi frteivda, for fomc months, in points of 
the highed importance, to a degree, that they 
wove ready to break with him, and only uode- 
Goved by tame and accident. 

. ** His detra£iors, who chairge him with cun¬ 
ning, are but ill acquainted with his charac^ 
tvsri imf in the fenfe they take the word, and 
as it is afually imderitood, I know no man to 
whom that mean taient could be with lels juf- 
tkt applied, as the conduA of affairs, while 
lie. 4 ta[th been at the helm, doth clearly demon- 
fh-ate, very contrary to the nature and prin¬ 
ciples of cunning, which is silways employed 
ittxferving lictle turns, propofing little ends. 



ROBERT H A R L E V, i6| 

and rupp[|ing daily exigencies by little (hiAs 
and expedients. But Co reicue a prince out of 
the hands*of ihfolent fubjeds, btnc upon fuch 
defigns as n)u(l probably end Id tlie ruin of the 
government; to find out meafis for paying 
inch exorbitant debts as this nation hath been 
involved in, and reduce it to a better nyitiage^ 
ment; to make a potent enemy offer advan^ 
tageous terms of peace, and deliver up tho 
mod important fortrefs of his kingdom as a 
fecurity ; and this againfl all the oppofitioa 
mutually railed and inflamed by parties and 
allies; fucli performances can only be called 
cunning, by chofe, whofe want of underftand-^ 
ing, or of candour, puts them upon finding ill 
names for,great qualities of the mind, which 
thcmlelvcs do neither poflefs nor can form 
any jull notion of. However, ir mull be al¬ 
lowed, that an obllinate K>ve oi' fecrecy in 
this miniflcTj^ feemeth, at oillance, to have 
foipe referiibUnce of cunning ; for he is not 
only ^cry rttentive of fetret?, butappeareth to 
be fo to ; which i number amongn; his de¬ 
feats. 

“ He hath bt’cn blamed by his friends for 
refufing to difeover Ids inientiaps, even, in- 
thofe points where the wifcft mtn may h»?»r 
need of advice and afliflance ; ar^d fome have 
cenfured him, upon that account^ as jfhe'werer 
jealous of power: but be hath been heard to 
anfwer, That he feldom did otherwife without' 
c^f^ to repent. However, fo undiilbgnifbid 

a cau- 
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a caution cannot, in my opinion, Lc juilifieJ, 
Ly which the owner lofeth fo mapy advantages, 
and whereof Ul men, who deferved to be con¬ 
fided in, may, with fome reafon, complain. 

** His love of procraftination (wherein, 
doubtlefs, nature hath her (hare) may pro¬ 
bably ^be encreafed by the fame means; but 
this is an imputation laid upon many other 
great miniders, w ho, like men under too heavy 
a load, let fall that which is of the lead con- 
icq uence* and go back to fetch it when their 
ihoalders are free; for time is often gained as 
well at loll by delay, which, at word, is a 
fault on the fecurer fide. Neither, probably, 
is tiiis minifter anfwcrable for half the cla¬ 
mour raifed againd him upon that aiticle; his 
endeavours were wholly turned upon the ge¬ 
neral welfare of his country, but perhaps 
with too little regard to that of particular per- 
ions : which rendereth him lefs amiable than 
be would otherwife have been from the good- 
nefs of his humour, and agreeable converiation, 
in a private capacity, and with few dependers* 
Yet fome allowance may perhaps be giveif to 
this failing, which is one of the greated he 
hath, iince he cannot be more carelefs of other 
JBCia’s fortunes tbkn he is of his own. 

•• He is mader of a very great and faithful 
memory, which is of mighty ufe in the ma¬ 
nagement of public affairs; and I believe 
there are few examples to be produced, in any 
of a perfon who hath pafTed through ib 

many 
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many emjploymcnts in ftatc, endowed with a 
greater (hare both of divine and human learn- 
mg. • • p 

am pcrfuadcd chat foreigners, as well 
as thofe at home, who live too remote from 
the feene of bufinefs to be rightly informjedt 
will not be dirpleafeJ with this account of a 
perfon, who, in tlic fpace of two yeaft, hath 
been fo highly inrtruinen'a! in changing the 
face of affairs in Europe ; and haih deferved 
fo well of his own prince and country. 

In that perplexed condition of the public 
debts, which I have aheady defcribcd, this 
mini Iter was brought into the Treafury and 
Exchequer, and had the chief diredlion of af¬ 
fairs. « 

“ His firfl regulation was that of exchequer- 
bills, which, to the great difeouragemeat of 
public Credit, and Randal to the crown, were 
three per cent, lefs in value than the fums fpe- 
cified in them. 

“ The prefent treafurer, being then chan¬ 
cellor of the Exchequer, procured an a£l of 
parliament, by which the Bank of England 
Ihould be obliged, in conflderation of forty 
five thoufand pound', to accept and circulate 
the bills without any difeount. then pro¬ 
ceeded to (top the depredations of thoie who 
dealt in remittances of money to the army ; 
who, by unheard of exadions in that kind of 
traffic, had amafled prodigious wealth at the 
public coil i to which the carl of Godolpbio 

Mild 
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had given too much way,—pliflibly by 
negle£l; for 1 think he cannot^be accufed of 
porruption. ^ * 

But the hew trcafurcr’s chief concern was 
to reftore the dredit of the nation, by finding 
fomefettlcment for unprovided debts, amount* 
ing in |he whole to ten millions, which hung 
on the public as a load equally heavy atid diA 
gracefuU without any prorpe£l of being re¬ 
moved ; and which former miniflers had nevef 
tbe care or courage to infpefl. 

** Hfc rcfolvcd at once to go to the bottom 
of this evil; and having computed and fum- 
med up the debt of the navy, and vidtiallingy 
ordinance, and tranfport of the army, and 
tranfport debentutes made out for the f^rvice 
of the laft war, of the general 'mortgage-tal¬ 
lies for the year 1710; and fbme other defici¬ 
encies, he then found out a fund of interell 
fuificient to anfwer ail this: which, being ap¬ 
plied to other ufes, could not raife prefCnt 
money for the war, but in a very few years, 
would clear the debt it was engaged for. 

“ The intermediate accruing intereft was to 
be paid by the treafarer of the navy ; and, as 
a farther advantage to the creditors, they 
fhonid be erefted into a company, for trading 
to the So^th-Seas, and for encouragement of 
*flicry. " 


* Added in the Author^ own band-writing. . 
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Wheil all this was fully prepared and di- 
geiled, he m:yie a motion in the houfe of 
commons •(who deferred extrCiWely to his 
judgment and abilities) for payiflg the debts 
of the navy, and other unprovided deHcienciet-, 
without entering into pariiculars> which was 
immediately voted.—But a fudden ftojp wus 
put to this affair, by that horrid attempt of 
Guifcard, which happened on the following 
day, and of which we have already given the 
readeran account. 

“ The overtures made by this miniller of 
paying fo vaft a debt, under the prcffures of a 
long war, and the diBiciiIty of finding fupplies 
for continuing it, was, during the time of *his 
illnefs, ridiculed by his enemies as an imprac-^ 
ticable and vifionary projefl; and when, up¬ 
on his return to tTic houfe, he had explained 
his propofal, the very proprietors of the debt 
were, man^/Of them, prevailed on to oppofe 
it ; although the obtaining of this trade, ci¬ 
ther through Old Spain, or diredly to the 
Spanifh Weft-lndics, had been one principal 
end we aimed at in this war. 

** However the bill paded; and, as an imtne* 
diate confequence, the navy-bills rofe to-about 
twenty per cent, nor ever fell within ten t)f 
their difeount. 

‘‘ Another good effefl of this work ap¬ 
peared by the parliamentary lotteries, which 
have ever fince been erected. The Inli of chat 
kind, under the former minijlry was eleve^ 

VoL.lX. i weeks 
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weeks iii filling ; whereas the under the 
prefcnt, was filled in a very few,,hours, altho* it 
cod the government lefs ; and the others, 
which followed, were full before the a£ls con¬ 
cerning them could pafs. And to prevent the 
incumbranct!sof this kind from growing, for 
the fixture, he look care, by the utmod parfi- 
mony, or by fufpending payments, where they 
feemed lefs to prefs, that all (lores of the navy 
/hould be bought with ready-money; by 
which oent. per cent, hath been faved in that 
laighty article of our expence; as will appear 
from an account taken at thevidualling-ofHce 
on the ninth of Augud, 1712 : and the pay- 
jneht of the intered was a lefs burthen upon 
the navy, by the ftorcs being bought at fo 
cheap a rate. 

“ It might look invidious to enter into far* 
ther particulars upon this head, but of fraaller 
moment. What I have above related, may 
ferve to (hew in how ill a condition the king¬ 
dom dood, w'ith relation to its debts, by the 
corruption, as well as negligence, of formejr 
management : and what prudent, eliedlual 
meaiures have fince been taken to provide for 
oldinC4mbrances, and hinder the running into 

/ 

As nothing can give the reader a clearer view 
of the tory reprefentations of the peace of 
Utrecht, which is thought to have had fuch an 
effeft upon the politicai fyijtem of Europe, and 

in 
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111 which liarley is known to have been a chief 
mover, than fhe queen's fpeech to the parlia¬ 
ment upon that occa/ion, we (haQ thereior^ in«> 
fert it verbatim. • 


** My Lords and Gentlemen, 

“ THE making peace and war is ondouW- 
«dly the prerogative of the crown ; ^xt, fuck 
is the juft confidence I place in you, that, at 
the opening of this felTion, I acquainted you, 
that a negotiation for a general peace was be-* 
gun; and afterwards, by meffages, I ,pro- 
mifed to ^communicate to you the terms of 
peace before they fhould be concluded, 

** In purfuanceof that promife, I now come 
to let you know upon what terms that peace 
may be made. 

I need not mention the difficulties which 
«rife from the very nature of this aftair ; and 
it is but coo apparent, that chefe difhcnlties 
have been encreafed by other obftrudlions, art* 
fully contrived to hinder this great and good 
work. 

“ Nothing, however, h{Lth dnndered^ihk 
from fteadily purfuing, in the fir ft place, the 
true interefts of my own kingdoms; and I have 
not omitted any thing, which might pro¬ 
cure to all our allies what is due to them 
by treaties, and what is necelTary for their fe* 
curlty* ^ 

I a The 



tjz BRITISH PLUTARCH. 

“ The afluring of the proteftant^fucceffion, 
zs by law eflabliihed in the houfe of Hanover, 
to thefe kingtioms, being what 1 have neareft 
at heart, pafiicular care is taken, not only to 
have that acknowledged in the llrongeft terms, 
but to have an additional fecurity, by the re¬ 
moval pf that perfon out of the dominions of 
France who hath pretended to diilurb this fet* 
tiement. 

The apprchenlion that Spain and the 
Weft-Indies might be united to France, was 
the chief inducement to begin this war; and 
the effedual preventing of fuch a union was 
the principle I laid down at the commence¬ 
ment of this treaty : former examples, and 
the late negotiations, fufticiently Inew how 
difHculc it is to find means to accomplifh this 
work. I would not content myfelf with fuch 
as are fpeculative, or depend on treaties only: 
1 infifted on what w'as folid, and to that end 
have at hand the power of executing what 
fhould be agreed. 

I can therefore now tell you, That France 
at laft is brought to offer. That the duke of 
ilinjou ihall, for himfelf and his defeendants^ 
renoahee for ever all claim to the crown of 
France : and, that this important article may 
be expofed to no hazard, the performance is 
to accompany the promife. 

At the fame time, the fucceflion to the 
crown of France is to be declared, after the 
de^th of the prefent dauphin and his Tons, to 

be 
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be in theiiuke of Berry and his {bns, in the 
duke of Orleans and his Tons, and fo on to 
the red cITTihe houfe of Bourbon^ 

“ As to Spain and the Indics^ihe fucccdion 
to ihofe dominions, after the duke of Anjou 
and his children, is to defeend to fuch prince 
as fhall" be agreed on at the treaty, for ever 
excluding the reft of the houfe of Bouibon. 

“ For confirming the renunciations and fet- 
tleitients before-mentioned, Ms further ofFcteJ^ 
that they lliould be ratified in the moll ftrong 
and folemn manner, both in France and Spaiii; 
and that thofe kingdoms, as well as all uh« 
Other powers engaged in the prefeni wai, ftall 
be guarantees to the fame. • 

** Thi nature of this propofal Is fuch, tlia^ 
it executes itfelf: the intered -of Spain is t(> 
fupport it; and in France, the perfons to 
whom that fuccedion is to belong, will bf 
ready and powerful enough to vindicate their 
own right. 

“ France and Spain are now more effeilu- 
ally divided than ever. And thus, by the 
blefllng of God, will a real balance of power 
be fixed in Europe, and remain liable to as few 
accidents as human affairs can be exempted 
from. • 

** A treaty of commerce between thefe King¬ 
doms and France has been entered upon ; but 
the excefiive duties laid on fome goods, ^nd 
the prohibitions of others, make it impofiible 
to fuiifh this work fo foon as were to be defii'ed* 

I 3 Care 
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Care is taken, however, to ellablifh a method 
of fettling this matter; and, in the nlean time, 
provl/lon is made, that the fame privijeges and 
advantages, fhall be granted to any other 
nation by Frailcc, (hall be granted in like man¬ 
ner to us. 

“ The divifion of the ifland of St. Chrifto- 
pher, between us and the French, having been 
the caute of great inconvenicrcy ard damage 
to my fubjeds, I have demanded to have an 
abfolute ceflion made to me of the whole 
ifland ; and France agrecth to this demand. 

Our int^creft is fo deeply concerned in the 
trade of North-Anierica, that I have ufed my 
utmoft endfavenrs to adjtift tiiac article in the 
mofl bencheial manner. France confenteth to 
reilore to us the whole bay and ftrEights of 
Hudfon, to deliver up the ifland of Newfound¬ 
land, with Placentia ; and to make an abfolute 
ceflion of Annapolis, with the rtfl of Nova 
Scotia, 01 Arcadie, The faftty of our home- 
trade w?]l be the better provided for by the 
demoliftiing of Dvmkiik. 

•* Our Medite] rant an trade, and the Briiilh ' 
interefl and influence in tiiofe parts, will be 
fecured by the poflTefllon of Gibraltar and 
Port'Mahon, with the whole ifland of Mi- 
norcat which are offered to remain in my 
hands. 

*^,Thc trade to Spain and the Weft-Indies 
znayin general be fettled, as it vvasin the time 
Qf Ac la^te of Spain, Charles H. .viui a 

particular 
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particular^pr(Tvirion made, that all advantages* 
rights, or privileges, which have been granted* 
or mayhureaffer be granted, by^ain, to any 
other nation, (hall be, in like m^pner, granted 
tr the fubjeds of Great-Britaiij. 

But the part which we have borne in the 
profecurion of t’.ds war, intitling us to fome di- 
ftindion in the terms of peace, I havejnfillcd, 
and obtained, that the aflieiuo, or contrad, for 
furiiiihing the Spanilh Well-Jndies with ne¬ 
groes, fhall be made with us for the term of 
thirty years, in the fame manner it hath 
been enjoyed by the French for ten years 
pall. 

“ I have not taken upon me to determine 
the int^cfls of our confederates; thefe* mull 
be adjuifed in the congrefs at Utrecht, where 
fny bell endeavours (hall be employed, as they 
have hitherto conflanOy been, to procure to 
every one of them all jufland reafonable fatif- 
fadion. In the mean time, 1 think it proper 
to acquaint you, that France offers to make 
the Rhine the barrier of the empire j to yield 
Brif^ck, the fprt of Kehl, and Landau, and to 
raze all the fortrelTes, both on the other fije of 
the Rhine, and in that river. 

“ As to the protellant intcrgfl in Germany* 
there will be, on the part of France, fto ob- 
jedion to the refetiUng thereof, on the foot of 
the treaty of Weftphalia. 

“ The Spanilh Low-Countries may go to 
his imperial majefty; the kingdom ot Naples 

I 4 ^and 
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ai d Saidiida ; the dnchy of Milan and the 
places l)clorp;ing to Spam on thy coaflofTuf- 
tany, may ’jkcwife be yielded by ticaty of 
peace to the ‘ mperor. 

“ As to the kirgdom of Sicily, though there 
rcmaiiieth no dispute concerning the ceflion of 
it by the duke of Anjou, yet the dirpofitic^ 
|{iereof'*s not yet determined. 

** The interclls of the ftates-gencral, with 
re'pefl to commerce, are agreed to, as they 
have been demanded by their own minillci?, 
i/viih the exception only of fome very ftw fpe- 
ciee of merchandize ; and the inti'’e barrier* 
as demanded by the dates in 1709 from France* 
except two or three places at mod. 

“ -As to ihcfe exceptions, feveral ejrpedicnts 
are propofed ; and I make no doubt but that 
this barrier maybe fo fettled, as to render that 
republic peifedtiy fecure againd any enterprize 
©n the part of France; wdiich is the founda¬ 
tion of all my engagements upon this head 
with the dates. 

1 he demands of Portugal depending 
npon the difpodtion of Spain, and that arti¬ 
cle having been long in difpute, it has not 
been yet poffiblc to make any condderable 
progrpfs therein ; but my plenipotentiaries will 
now have an opportunity to aflift that king in 
his pietenfions. 

“ Thofe of the king of Prudia are fuch as* 

1 hope, will adm^tof little difficulty on the part 
•f F lance* and my utmod endeavours dial! 

< not 
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not be W'liuing to procure all I am able to ib 
good an ally^ 

“ ThT; difference between tW barrier de¬ 
manded for the duke of bavoy, Cn 1709, and 
the offers now made by France,* is very incon- 
iiderable : but that prince having fo figiially 
dillinguilhed himlelf in the ferviceof the com¬ 
mon caufe, 1 am endeavouring to prd^ure foi 
him ftill greater advantages. 

“ France has conlentcd, that the eleilor- 
palatine if all continue his prelcnt raijk among 
the cle<i>ors, and remain in polfeffon of the 
Upper Palatinate. 

“ The eleftcral dignity is likewife acknow¬ 
ledged in the houfe of Hanover, according to 
artiq|(e inferted, at that prince’s defiie, in 
my demaiKls. 

“ And as to the reft of the allies, I mike 
no doubt of being able to fecurc their fevcral 
interefts. 


My Lords and Gtnilcmen, 

“ I Have now communicated to you, not 
only the terms of peace, which may, by the 
future treaty, be obtained for my own fub^fts ; 
but likewile the propofala, for fatisfying our 
allies. 

“ The former are fuch as I have rcafon to 
exped, to make my people fomc amends for 
that great and unequal burthen which they 
have lain anderi through the whole courfe of 

1 5 this 
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this war; and I am willing to hope, tl^at none 
©f our contedcrates, and efpeci^lly. thofe to 
whom fo grjot acceflions of dominion and 
power are to^accrue by this peace, will envy 
Britain her lhai*e in the glory and advantage of 
it. 

*'* The latter are not yet fo perfeflly ad- 
jufted, *as a little more time might have ren¬ 
dered them ; bin the feafon of the year make- 
ing it i.eceffiiry to put an end to this fcffion, f 
reiolvcd ,no longer to defer communicating 
thel'e matters to you. 

1 can make no doubt, but ynu are fully 
pcrfuadcd, that nothing will be neglefted on. 
'jny pan, in the progrefs of the negotiation, 
to brii.g the peace to an happy and^peedv [\ 
fue; and I depend on your entire confidence 
in me, and your chearful concurrence with 
Hie.' 

The event of this buHnefs is fo very well 
i:nown, that we hold it quite unnecefl'ary ta 
fay any thing farther on the fubjedl, this ijuo-? 
ration having fully anfwered our purpofe of 
demonstrating, what difficulties the minifier 
was iill^lvecl in, w'hofe flation and inclination 
obiged him tO profecute this plan in oppofitioa 
to the different 0|Jnions of the many different 

which fprung up in an age fo remarkable 
£0)* its diffention^ and cabals, as to leave the 
greatcil reafon to imagine his defigns had been 
better executed, but for the interruptions he 

Whi^ 
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If w: 


Whig |nd*Tory being two wordi which are 
often heard, but little underllooA it reems 
but proper, !n this place, to pjyl the reader 
an accou’.t of what wr^s meant bA^ift in the days 
of thofe patriots, which is d^ne clearly by 
Swift in his Examiner. 


Quis tulerit Gracchos de feditione querentes? 

THERE hare been certain topics of re¬ 
proach, liberally bellowed for fome )€ars paR, 
by the Whigs and Toiits, upon each other* 
We charge the foi nier with a defign of deftroy- 
ing the Eftablidied Church, and introducing 
‘■^^maticilm and Free-thinking in its Read. 
We^jp^w them as enemies to monarchy ; as 
endeavouring to undermine the prefeni form of 
government, and to build a conimonwewil h,or 
iome new cheme of their own, upon its ruins. 
On the other fiJe, their clamours againft us, 
may be fummed up in thole formidable words. 
Popery, Arbitrary I’ower, and the Pretender. 

Our accufations againft them we endeavour 
to make good by certain overt afts; fuch as 
their perpetually abulingthe wiiole body of the 
clergy ; their declared contem^^t for the very 
order of priefthood ; their averfion againft 
epifcopacy ; the public encouragement and 
patronage they give to Tindall, Foland, and 
other atheirtical writers ; their appearing as 
profeiTed advocates^ retained by the Oiflent* 

X 6 
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ers; excusing their reparation, and kying the 
guilt of to the obftinacy of. the church; 
their frequ^sf endeavours to repeal the Teft, 
and their fetving up the indulgence to ferupu- 
lous confciences, as a point of greater import¬ 
ance than the eftabliOjcd worfhip. The regard 
they bear to our Monaichy, hath agreed by 
their Open ridiculing the Martyrdom of king 
Charles the Fiift, in their Calves-head Clubs, 
their common difeourfes, and their pamphlets: 
their de^pying the unnatural war raifed againft 
that prince, to have been a rebellion; their 
junifying his murder in the allowed papers of 
the week ; their induftry in publifhing and 
fpre^iding feditious and republican trafts; fuch 
as Ludlow^s Memoirs, Sidney on Gqp^rnm 
and many others; their cndlcfs lo^ ping of the 
prerogative, and mincing into nothing her 
niajefty’s titles to the crown. 

What proofs they bring for our endeaveur- 
iiig tointioduce Popery, Arbitrary Power, and 
the Pretender, I cannot readily tell, and would 
be glad to hear; however, thofe important 
words having, by dextrous management, bw't'u 
found of mighty fervice to the caufe, although 
applied with little colout, either of rcafon or 
jul^ce, I ha'te been confidering whether they 
may not be adapted to more proper objeftp,. 

As to Popery, which is the firft of thefe, to 
deal plainly, 1 can hardly think there is any 
of men among us, except the piofeiTors of 
it, who have any intention to introduce it here; 
^ but 
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ljut the ^ucftion is", Whether ^e pilnciples and 
praftices of ps, or the WhigsSf b^moft likely 
to malfe way for it? It isJfjAwed on all 
hands, that, among the methotif concerted at 
Rome, for bringing over England into the bo- 
fom of the catholic church, one of the chief 
was, to fend Jefuits, and? other emilfaries, in 
lay-habits; who perfonating tradelhien and 
mechanics, fhould mix with the people, and, 
under the pretence of a further and purer re¬ 
formation, endeavour to divide us ijico as ma¬ 
ny feds as poflible; which would either put u-s 
under the ncceflity of returning to our old ^er¬ 
rors, to preferve Peace at home; or, by our 
Divifions, make way for fbme powcrfulincigh- 
^ ith the afliftance of the pope’s per- 
imS?on\*nd a confecrated banner, to ^convert ^ 
and enllave us at once. 

If this^hajth been reckoned good politics, 
and it wa^e bell the Jefuit-Schools could in¬ 
vent, I appeal to any man, whether the Whigs, 
for many years palf, have not been employed 
in the very fame work ? I'hey profefTed, on 
all occafions, that they knew no reafon why 
any one fyftem of Speculative Opinions, as 
they termed the dodrines of the church, fhould 
be ellablifhed more by law than another; or 
why employments fhould be confimd to the 
religion of the magiftrate, and that called rhe^ 
Church Eflablifhcd. The grand maxim they 
laid down, was, That no map, for the fake of 
a few Notions and Ceremonies, under the 

Barnes 
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names of LRoftrioc and Difciplln^^ Ihould be 
denied the kbe#;,y of ferving his coui.try ; as 
if places a begging, unleTs Br^uwiurtsi 

Familifts, Singers, Quakers, Anabap- 

tihs, and Mugglttonians, would take them oiF 
pur hands. 

I have been fomeiimes imagining this 
feheme brought to perfeilion, and huvv divert¬ 
ing it would look to fee half a dozen Sweet- 
Singers on the bench in theirermins, and two 
or three Quakers with their white Haves at 
court. 1 can only fay, this projeft is the very 
.counter-part of the late king James’s dcfign, 
.which he took up as the beH method for intio- 
.duciijg his own religion, under the pictext of 
an univerfal Liberty of Conlcicnce ; ^nd 
j\o differetice in religion iliouid niak.: m 

his favour. Accordingly, to fave appearances, 
he dealt fomc employments among DiiTenters 
.of moft denominations: and wliat^Vt^’did. was, 
no doubt, in purfuance of the bell advice he 
could at home or abjoad ; but the church 
thought It the moll dangerous Hep he could 
take lor her delliuflion. it is true, king 
James admitted I'apiHs among the rell, which 
tne Whigs would nor; but this is fuHiciently 
made pip by a materia] circumitance, wherein 
they Teem to have much out-done that prince, 
and to have carried their Liberty of Conlcience 
to a hi; her point; having granted it to all the 
clalTes of Free thinkers, which the nice con* 
fcience of a Fopi(h Prince would not give hipi 
• leave 
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l^ave to do and was there^ migpily over- 
fcen; be/aufe h is agreed by lamed, that 
there is Rut a'very narrow ^theifni 

to the other extreme, Superllini^ So that, 
upon the whole, whether the Whigs had any 
real defign of bringing in Popery or no, ir is 
very plain, that they took the moll effectual 
ilep towards it; and, if the Jefuits Imd been 
their immediate direflors, they could not have 
taught them better, nor have found apter fcho«> 
lars. 

Their ftcond accufation is, That we encou¬ 
rage and maintain arbitrary power in princes; 
and promote enflaving doftrines among the 
people. This they go about to prove by in- 
*^nc eE-,^v oducing the particular opinions of 
cenrt!fra||ines in king Charles the Second’s ^ 
reign; a'decree of Oxford-univerfity, and 
fome few wn^ •ce the Revolution. What 
the pfinciple of Paflive obedi- 
cnccaW Non refiftance, which thofe who af¬ 
firm, did, 1 believe, never intend Ihould in¬ 
clude Arbitrary Power, Howetcr, although 
1 am fenfible thar ir is not reckoned prudent in 
a difpute, to make any concellions without 
the lalk neceflity; yet 1 do agree, that, in my 
own private opinion, fome vpriters di4 carry 
that tenet of Paffive-obedience to a height^ 
which feemed hardly confident with the liber- * 
lies of a country, whofe laws can be neither 
cnaOed nor repealed, without the lonfent of the 
whole people; I mean not thofe who affirm it 
due in general^ as it certainly h to the Ifgiila- 

ture» 
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ture : but nich A ffx it entirely in th^ princess 
perfon. I'aft hath, I believf, bt^n done 

by a very but when the Whigs <}uote au¬ 
thors to it upon us, they biing in alt 

who mention il as a duty in general, without 
applying it to princes abllra£led fiom their fe- 

nate. , . 

By tKus freely declaring my owp rentiment» 
of PalTive-obcdience, it will at lull appear, 
that I do not write for a party ; neither do I, 
upon any occafion, pretend to fpeak their fen- 
timents, but my own. 'I'he majority of the 
two houfes, and the prefent miniftry, if thofe 
be a party, feem to me, in all their proceed¬ 
ings, to purfue the real intereft of church and 
ftale: and, if I lhall happen to dijfe.r fw 
particular peifons among them, in 
t’on about government, 1 luppofe' they will 
Bot, upon that account, ne and my 

paper. However, as an anfwer,"; 
to the tedious feurrilitics of thofe idle people, 
who affirm, I am hired and direaed what to 
write; I mull here inform them, that their cen- 
fure is an eftea of their piinciples: the prelent 
minittry are under no nectflity of employing 
proftitute pens; they have no dark defigns to 
prom'^te, by advancing ideterodox Opinions, 

^ But to return, fuppofe two or three piiyate 
divines, under king Charles the Second, did a 
little over-drain the dodlrine of Paffive-obedi- 
ence to princes; fome allowance might be 
given to the memory of that unnatural rebel- 

Uon' aeainft his father, and the difroal confe- 
® quences 
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■qucnces pf Refiflance. by the 

proceetii/es gf the churchmen»e^re and at 
the revolution, that this dotlJRj^vvas never 
defjgned to introduce Aibitrary rower. 

1 look upon the Whigs and DifTcnters to be 
exadlly of the fame political faith ; let us 
therefore fee what ftiare each of them had in 
advancing Arbitrary Power* It is nfanifefl:, 
that the Fanaticks made Cromwell the mofi 
abfolute power in Chriflendom; the Rump 
aboliihed the Houfe of Lords; the Army abo- 
Hihed the Rump ; and by this Army of faints 
he governed. The Diflenters took Liberty of 
Confcience and Employments from the late 
king James, as an acknowledgment of hit 
^ ^enfa jg Power ; which makes the king of 
Engia^^Subfolute as the Turk. The Whigs, 
under the Ate king, perpetually declared Fob 
keeping up i n ti mes of peaces 

whiS^ ages,^eeff>he firft and 

great (Icp to the ruin of liberty. They were, 
beiides, difeovering every day their inclina¬ 
tions to dedroy the rights of the church ; and 
declared their opinion in all companies, againft 
biftiops fitting in the Houfe of Peers; which 
was exa^ly copying after their predtcelTors of 
Forty-one. I need not fay, th^r real inten¬ 
tions were to make the kin^; abfolute ; but, 
whatever be the dehgns of innovating men, 
they ufually end in a tyranny ; as we may fee 
by an hundred examples in Greece, and in the 
later commonwealths of Italy mentioned by 
Machiaved. ^ 


In 
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In the tjfiiid the Whigs us of 

a defign tVbfJhg in the Pretender and ta 
give it a air of probability, rney fup- 

pofe the qu«>i^to be a party in this defign ; 
which, howeve^r, is no very extraordinary iup- 
pofition in thofe who have advanced fuch fin- 
gular pnradoxcs concerning Greg and Guif- 
card. ‘Upon this article their charge is gene¬ 
ral, without ever offering to produce an in¬ 
fiance. But I verily think and believe, it will 
appear no paradox, that a year or two after the 
Revolution, feveral leaders of that party had 
their ^pardons fent them by the late king 
James ; and had entered upon meafures to re- 
ftore,jiim, on account of feme difobligations 
they received from king William. Bffide^, ^ 
would aOc, Whether thofe who ar^Tiidi^“''chc 
greatefi ties of gratitude to kingf James, arc 
not at this day become zealous 

Whigs? And, 01 wiiai parly “if 
who kept a long correfpondcnce with*6t. Ger¬ 
mains ? 

It is like wife very obfcrvable, of late, thaf 
the Whigs, upon all occafions, profels their 
belief of the Pretender’s being no Irnpofior, but 

real Prince, born of ^the late queen’s body ; 
whiejj, whether it be true or falfe, is very un- 
fcafonably advanced, confidering the weight 
fuch an opinion muft have with the vulgar, if 
they once thoroughly believe it. Neither is it 
at all improbable, that the Pretender himfelf 
puts his chief hopes in the friendihip he ex- 

pe^ from the DilfeiUeis and ; by his 

choice 
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choice to invade the kingddfn^benlthe latter 
was moft In credit: and he hat^|ar<* to count 
upon thef former from the grac^' J treatment 
they received from his fuppofcc^ather, and 
their joyful acceptance of it. * But further ; 
What could be more confident wiih the W'hig- 
gifti notion of a Revolution-piiuciple, than to 
bring in the Pretender? A Revolution-Prin¬ 
ciple, as their writings and diRourfcs have 
taught us to define it, is a principle perpetu¬ 
ally difpofing men to Revolutions : and this is 
fuitable to the famous faying of a great Whig, 
that, The more Revolutions the better’;’^ 
which, how odd a maxim foever in appear¬ 
ance, I take to be the true charafleriilic (|f the 


^g^yves to turn round often ; yet, af¬ 
ter certain^e volutions, he lies down to reft; 
but heads u.fder the dominion of the Moon, are 


langi 


)ctual Revo' 


for 

lutiodr:^)el 7 dcs, the V^higs owe all theif 
wealth to Wars ai d Revolutions ; ijke the girl 
at Bartholomew-fair, who gets a* penny for 
turning round an hundred times with fwords 
in hei hands. 


To conclude, the Whigs have a natural fa¬ 
culty of bringing in Pretendwrs, and^ Will 
theiefore probably endeavour to bring in thq 
great one at laft. How many Pretenders to 
wit, honour, nobility, politics, have they 
brought in thefe lall twenty years ? In Ihort, 
they have been foinetiines able to procure a 
majority o( Pretenders in parliament; «nd 

wanted 
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wanted nfthinr to render the work ycompleat, 
except a at their head. ^ 

After this defeription of the powerful dif- 
fentions which then intruded on that harmony 
which is necclTary to perfefk the wifeft defigns, 
our readers will lefs wonder to fee the endea¬ 
vours df this patriot fall fo Ihort of expectation t 
and give reaion to conjeClure, that the wifell 
of plans were frequently fubverted by the dif- 
cord of/he time. 

On the fifteenth of Augufi, 1711, at a ge¬ 
neral aflembly of the South-Sea company, he 
was cholen their governor, as he had been 
their founder and chief regulator. On the 
twenty-fixth of October, 1712, he ele^‘> - 
a knight companion of the moll ofui’r of 
the garter. On the twenty-fever/.^i of July^ 

1714, he rcfignM high-trea- 

furer of Grcat-^iifain, at Kw r 

the queen’ hands ; ftie dying upon the hrft of 
Augud fo;lowing. On the tenth of June, 

1715, he was impeached by the houle of 
commons of the crime of high-tre«fon, and 
high crimes and mifdemeanours ; and, on the 
fixteenth, was committed to the Tower by the 
houfc of lords'll where he fuffered confinement 
till the firft of July, 1717 ; and then, after a 
public trial, was acquitted by his peers. He 
died in the fixty-fourth year of his age, on 
the twenty-firft of May, 1724, after having 
been twice married 

Mr. 
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Mr. Prpe has celebrated hiJmeiDiry in the 
followin'/lines; | f 

. ^ 

A (bul fupreme, in each hard inilance try’d. 
Above all pain, all anger, and all pride; 

T he rage of power, the blail of public breathy 
The lull of lucre, and the dread of de^th. 
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